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VENT YOUR
FRUSTRATION

Too many sleepless nights
this summer? It’s time for

central air. In fact, with
this special promotion,

right now is the best time!

Our experienced technicians
will quickly install

an energy efficient system
this fall, at a 15% discount.

PAYMENT ISN’T DUE
UNTIL MAY 2008!*

Count on Buckley 
for any kind of sheet metal
application. And vent your

frustration this fall,
so you can sleep better

year round.

1632 Kingstown Rd., Peace Dale, RI 02879
401-789-9711

307 Oliphant Lane, Middletown, RI 02842
401-847-4090

www.buckleyhc.com

*offer expires 10/31/07                ventac1007

15% OFF
CENTRAL AIR

40 Narragansett Avenue
423-1020
Open For

Lunch & Dinner

HOMEMADE
STUFFIES

LOBSTER BISQUE

NIGHTLY SPECIALS

“Seaworthy Fare”

HEALTH INSURANCE
for

Individuals
Families
and the

Self-Employed

AFFORDABLE
FLEXIBLE

423-3605

Gaylin Cordes

6 VALLEY ROAD • MIDDLETOWN, R.I. 02842
401-841-5300   FAX 401-846-5999

www.karnslaw.com

LEGAL TIP

The Supreme Court licenses all 
lawyers in the general practice of law. 
The court does not license any lawyer 
as an expert or specialist in any field 
of practice.

PERSONAL INJURY
LAW

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Traumatic Brain Injuries
• Product Liabilities
• Maritime Injuries
• Social Security Disability

No Fee Unless Successful

A person who witnesses the injury of a spouse 

may recover for intentional infliction of emotional 

distress, but a fiancée may not, the Indiana Supreme 

Court has ruled.

The plaintiff came upon an accident scene more 

than an hour after her fiancée died in a car crash. 

She saw police officers around his crushed car and 

continued on to a relative's house, where she learned 

he was dead. She did not see his body, which had 

already been removed from the scene.

The plaintiff sued the truck driver who caused the 

accident and his company for infliction of emotional 

distress, claiming that her status as the fiancée of the 

victim was analogous to a spousal relationship for 

purposes of a bystander claim.

The court disagreed.

Come to Newport Hospital for a FREE prostate
cancer screening:

Saturday, September 29 
8 a.m. – noon 

Powel Avenue entrance

Screenings are free but registration is required.
Please call 444-4800 to book a screening time.

To be screened, you must be 40 to 75 years old, not
tested within the past 12 months, and not currently
under the care of a urologist. African-American and
Hispanic men, and men with a family history of
prostate cancer, must be 35 to 75 years old. If you
have questions, please call the Newport Hospital 
education department at 845-1592.

A Free Screening Can

SaveYour Life
IF YOU’RE A MAN AGED 40 OR OLDER, YOU HAVE A

ONE-IN-SIX CHANCE OF GETTING PROSTATE CANCER.

Early diagnosis and treatment are crucial.

Committed to Caring for 
Newport County

Holy Ghost Society

Hall Rental
All Occasions,
Large or Small

(180 Person Capacity)
We can cater your event!

We also have a
private dining room
available for parties

of 25 or less
138 Narragansett Avenue

Call 423-9140 or
Joan 423-3623

K R I S T I N E S .  T R O C K I
R E S O L V E S D I S P U T E S I N

T H E F O L L O W I N G A R E A S :

P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y

A U T O A C C I D E N T S

P R O D U C T L I A B I L I T Y

M E D I C A L M A L P R A C T I C E

W R O N G F U L D E A T H

L A N D L O R D / T E N A N T

E M P L O Y M E N T D I S C R I M I N A T I O N

W R O N G F U L D I S C H A R G E

M I N O R C R I M I N A L O F F E N S E S

D I V O R C E  M E D I A T I O N

B U S I N E S S  &  C O N T R A C T D I S P U T E S

C O L L E C T I O N S

3 8  N a r r a g a n s e t t  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  D ,  J a m e s t o w n ,  R I  0 2 8 3 5

tel  401.423.3390  fax 401.423.3370 kst@trocki law.com

Authority to review EZPass bids at special meeting
By Dotti Farrington

The Rhode Island Turnpike and 
Bridge Authority last week set a 
special meeting for Sept. 25 to re-
view bids received on a study of 
an electronic toll collecting sys-
tem, generally known as EZPass, 
and for updates on proposals for 
consultant services for fi nances 
and for public relations. Details 
about the bids were not available 
at the Sept. 12 meeting, nor in re-
sponse to media requests earlier 
this week.

Earl “Buddy” Croft, RITBA ex-
ecutive director, told the authority 
boardhe had conferred with three 
potential bidders, and received 
bids from two of them to do the 
collection study. He has attended 
recent meetings of the Internation-
al Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike 
Association (IBTTA) and is sched-
uled to attend its session Oct. 1 to 
4 in Vienna. The association is the 
worldwide alliance of about 250 
toll operators and associates who 
promote toll-fi nanced transporta-
tion, including through develop-
ment of EZPass type collections.

RITBA agreed in August to hire 
a consultant to evaluate the appro-
priateness of using an electronic 
toll collection system that could 
cost more than $2 million to in-
stall. The system, EZPass, is used 
widely in the Northeast and would 
replace tokens.

Authority and staff members 
have been collecting data on such 
systems for about three years. 
They are convinced one would 
provide convenience for users of 
their Claiborne Pell – Newport 
Bridge, the only toll link in the 
Rhode Island road system. 

An electronic system is ex-
pected to mean the end of tokens, 
but cash tolls would continue. 
Specifi cs about the system, when 
it would be installed and started, 
and the impact on toll rates would 
be determined in conjunction with 
consultant studies and fi ndings. 
If the authority decides to start 
EZ Pass, it is not expected before 
2009.

The $2 cash rate for ordinary 
(two axle) vehicles to cross the 
Newport Bridge has been the same 
since the bridge opened in 1969. 
Toll tokens later were introduced 
at 91 cents when bought at $10 for 
11, or 84 cents each when bought 

at 60 for $50. About 10 million ve-
hicles crossed the bridge in each of 
recent years, of which about eight 
million used tokens.

RITBA wants to eliminate con-
gestion, reduce costs and keep the 
toll rate the same, but prelimi-
nary details suggest the electronic 
rate might be more than $1, plus 
the one-time device cost of $35 
per vehicle and possible credit or 
debit account charges to vehicle 
owners. The system would cost 
RITBA about $130,000 annually, 
plus installation costs, according 
to estimates. 

Public reluctance has occurred 
with some systems, including one 
of the most recent in New Hamp-
shire. Opponents there said the 
system costs more than benefi ts; 
fears were voiced about privacy 
invasion because the system docu-
ments the time whereabouts of ve-
hicles; and inaccurate billing and 
other malfunctions were cited.

Other bridge items
The authority also recently is-

sued requests for proposals for 
services of a marketing and public 
affairs fi rm “to have the primary 
responsibilities for planning, de-
velopment, design, promotion and 

implementation of all public infor-
mation and marketing initiatives,” 
for consultants to handle its invest-
ment management; and for spe-
cialists to work on its emergency 
preparedness plans.

Croft told authority members he 
received inquiries for pre-proposal 
conferences from several leading 
fi rms, and is expecting formal sub-
missions from two or more fi rms 
in each category by mid-October.

Other items pending include 
updates on building median bar-
riers for driver safety, bids on air-
conditioning (cooling and heat-
ing) for toll-collector booths, and 
arrangements for acquiring town 
water for bridge headquarters and 
facilities at the toll plaza to replace 
contaminated well water there.

RITBA also received a prelimi-
nary report from its auditor, on its 
budget and fi scal records for the 
year that ended June 30. The au-
diting staff said it expects to give 
the authority its highest rating for 
“successful operations and man-
agement resulting in a bottom line 
of $6 million in assets, meaning a 

very good year.”
The auditors noted that the 

authority held all expenditures to 
under 3-percent increases, except 
for updated insurance on its two 
bridges, Claiborne Pell-Newport 
and the Mount Hope in Bristol. 
The policy provides $250 million 
coverage, at a cost of $1,317,190 
for the two years, with a $10 mil-
lion deductible, on the bridge 
structures. The policy covers loss 
from fl ood, earthquake, terrorism 
and wind.


