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VENT YOUR
FRUSTRATION

Too many sleepless nights
this summer? It’s time for

central air. In fact, with
this special promotion,

right now is the best time!

Our experienced technicians
will quickly install

an energy efficient system
this fall, at a 15% discount.

PAYMENT ISN’T DUE
UNTIL MAY 2008!*

Count on Buckley 
for any kind of sheet metal
application. And vent your

frustration this fall,
so you can sleep better

year round.

1632 Kingstown Rd., Peace Dale, RI 02879
401-789-9711

307 Oliphant Lane, Middletown, RI 02842
401-847-4090

www.buckleyhc.com

*offer expires 10/31/07                ventac1007

15% OFF
CENTRAL AIR

40 Narragansett Avenue
423-1020
Open For

Lunch & Dinner

HOMEMADE
STUFFIES

LOBSTER BISQUE

NIGHTLY SPECIALS

“Seaworthy Fare”

30 Southwest Avenue • Jamestown • 423-0100

Jamestown Wine & Spirits
Mon. - Thur. 9-9 Fri. & Sat. 9-10 & Every Sun. 12-6

WEEKLY SPECIALS!

“3 FOR” WINE SUPER DEALS!
Alice White Chardonnay 1.5...................3 for $25

Monkey Bay Chardonnay 750.............3 for $20

Yellow Tail Pinot Grigio 750..............3 for $20

Mezza Corona Pinot Grigio 1.5...........3 for $25

Smoking Loon All Varietals 750...........3 for $25

Kendal Jackson Chardonnay 75...........3 for $33

Ruff ino Chianti 1.5...............................$1299

WOW! MILLER LITE 30 PACKS....$1999

HEINEKEN 2/12 PACKS.....................$2599

Member FDICEqual Housing Lender       

Add on that new home office, family room or extra bathroom 
or pay off your credit card balance using your home’s equity. 

For rates and to apply on line visit banknewport.com.

6.APR*
24%

5-year fixed Home Equity Loan

* For example, on a loan of $10,000 for 5 years with a fixed Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 6.24%, there would be 60 monthly payments of $194.45.
To receive this rate, you must have a BankNewport Platinum account and your monthly payment automatically deducted from that account. Minimum loan
amount of $5,000. APR is effective as of 6/26/07 and is subject to change without notice. Available on one -to-four family, owner-occupied Rhode Island
and Southeastern Massachusetts properties only. Other rates and terms available.

ThankYou!Your Home Wants to

Consumers affected by declining fishing industry
By Sam Bari

Local fi shermen, from draggers 
to lobstermen, and every kind of 
license holder in between, are feel-
ing the effects of state Department 
of Environmental Management 
(DEM) regulations designed to 
downsize the industry. However, 
more than the fi shermen are feel-
ing the effects of the fast-shrinking 
local fi shing industry. “Consumers 
are affected too,” said Greg Zeek, 
a local commercial fi sherman and 
owner of Zeek’s Creek Bait and 
Tackle on North Main Road.

Zeek’s store is also a popular 
retail outlet for fresh, off-the-boat 
seafood that includes locally-
caught tuna, mahi-mahi, sword-
fi sh, striped bass, shellfi sh and 
lobster. Inventory is more diffi cult 
to come by every day, Zeek said. 
“It’s the worst I’ve ever seen it,” 
he added.  “Little is available and 
the wholesale prices for good, lo-
cal seafood are ridiculous. To stay 
competitive leaves little room for 
even a modest profi t,” Zeek said. 
He noted that along with less vol-
ume, good quality is harder to fi nd, 
yet the demand is still there. That 
has not changed.

“The state DEM has regulated 
commercial fi shing into obscurity. 
And the effects of their regulatory 
policies trickle right down to the 
consumer. Fishermen are selling 
their boats and getting out of the 
industry because they can’t afford 
to stay in business. Pretty soon, 
anyone wanting fresh seafood will 
have to go out and catch it them-
selves, or buy from a store sup-
plied by an importer, because we 
will no longer have a local fi shing 
industry,” Zeek said.

Zeek cited rules that he and 
other fi shermen deemed ridicu-
lous, that are blatantly designed to 
impede the ability of Rhode Island 
fi shermen to earn a living. “For in-
stance, guys that had to stop fi sh-
ing and do other work to make a 
living, now only fi sh part-time on 
the weekends. They were just dealt 
another blow. The state DEM made 
a new rule that they can’t fi sh com-
mercially for fl uke on Fridays and 
Saturdays. What purpose does that 
rule have other than to put even 
part-time fi shermen out of busi-
ness?” Zeek asked.

He said that he doesn’t have a 
problem with the supposed goals of 
the DEM to replenish the fi shery. 
He emphasized that responsible 
commercial fi shermen believe that 
all fi sheries need to be managed to 
assure the future of the resource. 
He does, however, have a problem 
with the way the DEM is manag-
ing the Rhode Island fi shery. Zeek 
and other commercial fi shermen 
feel that the state is making every 
effort to privatize the industry.

The Rhode Island Fishermen’s 
Alliance, an advocacy group with 

more than 200 members, has chal-
lenged the state and taken them to 
court over their unfair regulatory 
policies. The group claims that 
many of the rules imposed by the 
state are unconstitutional. Their 
efforts have been rewarded, but 

not without a long and costly legal 
battle for each small victory.

One of the recent victories 
challenged the DEM imposed RI 
boating registration requirement 
on federally documented commer-
cial fi shing vessels. Rhode Island 
fi shermen received a favorable 
decision in RI District Court from 
Judge Patricia Moore, who ruled 
the registration requirement to be 
unconstitutional. The Department 
of Fisheries opposed the decision 
and has fi led for a judicial ruling 
in the RI Supreme Court. The case 
is pending.

The state has succeeded in pro-
longing their efforts with legal ma-
neuvers to “avoid being held ac-
countable,” according to Alliance 
president Richard Fuka.

“The people of Rhode Island 
need to understand that their pre-
cious fi shing industry will be gone 
forever if the current Carcieri ad-
ministration continues to promote 
privatization and corporate stream-
lining of the fi shery,” Fuka said in a 
recent letter to Alliance members.

He said the Alliance is currently 
hoping for a negative court deci-
sion to deny the state request for 
a change of venue to try the case 
against them in federal court in-
stead of state court. He and mem-
bers of the Alliance believe the 

state knows that many of their reg-
ulatory policies oppose provisions 
made in the state constitution for 
fi shermen’s rights.

The Alliance has cited RI Con-
stitution, Article I, Section 17 as 
proof of their accusations. The 

current restrictions set by the state 
DEM do not allow commercial 
fi shermen to “continue to enjoy 
and freely exercise all the rights 
of fi shery, and the privileges of 
the shore, to which they have been 
heretofore entitled under the Char-
ter and usages of this state,” as 
written in the state constitution.

Zeek, who is a member of the 

RI Fishermen’s Alliance, said that 
his biggest complaint is how the 
DEM used regulations, that he 
followed, to drive him out of the 
lobster business. Todd Lander, 
vice-president of the Alliance, as 
well as all the other members have 
similar stories.

Lander said, “In 2001, when 
they (DEM) told us that we had 
to cut down on the number of lob-
sters taken, I only caught lobsters 
for personal use that year. I thought 
that was the right thing to do. 
However, I fi shed part time com-
mercially in 2002 and 2003. When 
I applied to renew my license in 
2004, I was told that the number of 
traps I could run would be based 
on my productivity over the previ-
ous three years. My productivity 
was way down for this period. For 
this, I was punished. The number 
of traps I can run was reduced from 
800 to 42. I can’t make a living on 
42 traps. They put me out of busi-

ness.”
That scenario is a common la-

ment among Rhode Island fi sher-
men, for Alliance members as well 
as non-members. They want to see 
the fi shery recover, but they also 
want to have assurances for their 
future, and they don’t want to be 
punished for their efforts to com-
ply.

They do not feel the state has a 
right to regulate them out of busi-
ness. They believe they have a 
right to know that upon recovery, 
the fi shery will be open to anyone 
who wants to participate. They 
are fi ghting to retain their right to 
make a living. If the fi shery needs 
to recover, they want the recovery 
level defi ned so they know what 
the recovery level of the fi shery 
is. They want better management, 
with rules designed to replenish 
and sustain the fi shery, not priva-
tize the business for the benefi t of 
the few.

Dragger working the waters off Beavertail.


