
The Jamestown Press / October 4, 2007 / Page 3

MURPHY'S LAW

Legislatures have disqualified numerous 
classes of individuals from ownership 
of firearms. These classes include 
the mentally incompetent, convicted 
felons, and unlawful users of controlled 
substances.

•••
Now is a good time to review your will, 
and determine whether it is consistent 
with changing estate tax rules, and any 
changes in your personal life.

•••
New York laws defining "kosher" aimed 
at preventing the fraudulent presentation 
of food as meeting certain religious 
requirements, have been held to violate 
the U.S. constitutional prohibition against 
excessive entanglement of the state with 
religion.

•••
"I don't know the key to success, but 
the key to failure is trying to please 
everybody." - Bill Cosby

•••
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Most of us know her by this face.  But, 
besides having spent the last eight years 
caring for and saving Jamestown’s ani-
mals, Barbara Szepatowski has been do-
ing other things.

Did you know she spent the last two and 
a half years fighting for a place for our 
“teens” to meet, work on civic projects 
to help the community, and have fun in a 
safe, monitored environment?

Did you know she spent this spring and 
summer training to become one of the 
Red Cross’s volunteer emergency shelter 
managers for Jamestown?

Did you know she spent the last two years working to ensure that the baseball 
and soccer fields were rebuilt so our kids have a safe place to enjoy sports?

Did you know she is an active and participating member of the Jamestown Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Task Force? 

Did you know she spent the last two years working on a juvenile hearing board 
for Jamestown’s children?

Did you know she has never allowed politics to keep her from working hard 
with other members of the Town Council, our Town employees, and our resi-
dents?

Please vote to re-elect Barbara Szepatowski for Town Council.  She listens 
and knows how to work with everyone.

Friday & Saturday 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Sunday - Thursday 7:00AM - 6:00PM

3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown
423-3077

Fools For A Good Cause Part 3!
The Jamestown Classic 32nd Annual Road 
Race on Monday, October 8th, is guaran-
teed to produce hungry participants and 
spectators.   Purchase one of our “Round 
the Island” sandwiches to satisfy your ap-
petite this weekend and Spinnakers will do-
nate a portion of the sale to The Jamestown 
Rotary Club to help support Jamestown 
Community Projects.
Please note our new fall closing times for this 

week, beginning Friday, October 5th.

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CUSTOM BEACH HOUSE
Jamestown Historic District

Full-Service New Construction by

Fernwood unanimously denied by zoning board
By Sam Bari

Fernwood Building Company’s 
request for a variance to construct a 
mixed-use residential and business 
building on a property at 27 Luther 
St. was unanimously denied at the 
Sept. 25 meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Review. The application 
was strongly opposed by abutters 
and neighbors at the August meet-
ing of the board. Some could not 
be present at that meeting.

Chairman Thomas Ginnerty 

said at the August meeting that op-
posing parties had a right to pres-
ent their concerns and the board 
members agreed. The panel voted 
to grant a continuance on the mat-
ter to the Sept. 25 meeting, which 
began an hour earlier than usual so 
opposing parties could be heard. 
More than ten people attended to 
oppose the application. The board 
also received 15 letters of opposi-
tion from those who could not at-
tend. The board agreed with the 

concerns of the opposition and de-
nied the application.

In another matter, the board 
voted 4-1 to approve Beth Smith’s 
second application for a special 
use permit to build a single-family 
house at 86 Orient Ave. Chairman 
Ginnerty gave the dissenting vote 
because he felt the case should go 
back to the Planning Commission 
for a recommendation since the 
original request was denied by the 
board last June.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer ap-
proved the application and said 
it wasn’t necessary for Smith to 
present to the entire commission 
because the plans met all the cri-
teria for approval. Providence ar-
chitect Chris Tuck, who designed 
the house, eliminated all sections 
of the original plan that required 
variances for setback.

Vice-Chairman Don Wineberg 
agreed with Bryer that the case 
could move forward as did the re-
mainder of the board. Smith was 
represented by Jamestown Attor-
ney John A. Murphy.

The board unanimously ap-
proved Conanicut Marine Services 
and owner Bill Munger’s request 
to modify an existing special use 
permit for the Taylor Point Boat-
yard facility on Conanicus Avenue. 
Board members agreed that the 
application to build a facility for 
washing boats that used rainwater 
collected in an existing cistern and 
recycled the wash water was an 

environmentally sound decision. 
The system also collects any con-
taminates from the wash water and 
eliminates the chance of chemi-
cals, metals, or any other pollut-
ants entering the groundwater and 
contaminating the ecosystem. 

The application required the 
equipment for the system to be 
stored in an 8- by 10-foot shed at-
tached to the east wall of an exist-
ing shed and an upgrade of elec-
trical service from 100 amps to 
200 amps. A concrete wash water 
collection pad, approximately 40- 
by 80-feet, and a 20- by 85-foot 
storage shed would also be built. 
Robert Lewis from Oil Trap En-
vironmental, the manufacturers 
of the boat wash system, assisted 
attorney John A. Murphy and Bill 
Munger in the presentation to the 
board.

Jacqueline and Anthony Lam-
pasona’s request for a special use 
permit to construct a new single-
family residence at 15 Bark Ave. 
was unanimously approved by the 
board. The applicant intends to 
replace an existing structure, that 
is not in compliance with current 
zoning codes, with a new building 
and septic system that is in compli-
ance with all building codes. The 
applicant came to the zoning board 
with a Planning Commission rec-
ommendation for approval. Mary 
Meagher, a Jamestown architec-
tural designer drew the plans and 
assisted Attorney Mark Liberati, 

who represented the Lamposanas 
in the presentation.

Windridge Properties request 
for a special use permit and appeal 
to the Zoning Board of Review sit-
ting as the Planning Board of Ap-
peal was continued until the Octo-
ber meeting of the board.

Allan and Nancy Randall’s re-
quest for a special use permit, Peter 
Johnstone’s request for a variance, 
the Clancy’s reconsideration case, 
and Patricia Ouimette’s request for 
variances were also continued un-
til next month.

The Naval Academy Prepara-
tory School at Naval Station New-
port seeks volunteers to sponsor 
midshipman and Cadet Candidates 
for the 2007-2008 academic year.

The NAPS Midshipman and 
Cadet Candidate Sponsor Program 
provides students with the opportu-
nity to formulate relationships with 
the civilian and military members 
of the surrounding community and 
for the sponsors to provide a home 
away from home while acting as a 
mentor and role model for future 
midshipmen and cadets.   

Host families offer students re-
spite from the rigors of their mili-
tary and academic responsibilities 
and an opportunity to relax in 
an informal, hospitable environ-
ment.  Sponsors provide transpor-
tation, extend invitations to com-
munity and/or family activities 
or functions, or open their homes 
to students for a home-cooked 
meal, a place to study, or just for 

watching television. Additionally, 
there are holiday periods such 
as Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
spring break when some students 
will be unable to make it home.  
For some of the students, it is 
their fi rst experience being away 
from home.  

Typical liberty periods are Fri-
days, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Sat-
urdays, 8:30 a.m. to midnight; and 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Sponsors should live within 25 
miles of NAPS and have a positive 
outlook on the military.  Military 
sponsors should hold the rank of 
E-7 and above.  

To become a sponsor, or for ad-
ditional information regarding the 
program, please contact Lt. Thom-
as Sheldon by e-mail at sheldon@
naps.edu, or by phone at 841-3488 
or 841-3489, ext. 129, or visit the 
NAPS website at www.naps.edu, 
and click on the “Sponsor Info” 
icon.

Consider sponsoring a 
NAPS student this year

Secretary of State A. Ralph 
Mollis announced Monday where 
the candidates for several of 
Jamestown municipal offi ces will 
appear on the Nov. 6 ballot.

Mollis invited the public to at-
tend the Sept. 28 ballot lottery to 
decide party ballot placement.

“I campaigned for this offi ce 
on a pledge to make government 
more transparent. There is nothing 
that will give voters more faith in 
the fairness of their elections than 
the opportunity to see for them-
selves how the process unfolds,” 
said Mollis.

As a result of the lottery, a 

Democrat will be listed fi rst on the 
ballot in the races for town mod-
erator, school committee and town 
council. According to the town of 
Jamestown’s practice, the names 
of Democratic candidates will al-
ternate with those of Republican 
candidates until every  candidate 
for a particular offi ce has been 
listed.

Rhode Island’s general laws 
give the Secretary of State the au-
thority to set the calendar and hold 
lotteries to determine ballot place-
ment for special primary elections 
and special elections under certain 
circumstances.

Democrat to top Nov. 6 ballot


