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to work with Carter and Burgess of
Fort Worth, Texas, for 1,730 hours
under a contract for $293,703;
and Traffic Technologies of New
Windsor, N.Y., quoting on 1,780
hours for $399,100.

The Smith firm, founded in
1952, is a leading toll collection
and violation prevention firm with
1,000 employees in 47 offices in
America and nine in international
locations, with headquarters in
Columbia, S.C., for half a hillion
dollars in contracts in 2006. Its
proposal stated that it has worked
on projects in many transportation
systems, does not out source its
work to subcontractors and con-
siders itself independent because
it has no connections with equip-
ment and software providers.

Approval

In recommending the Smith
firm,, RITBA Executive Direc-
tor Earl “Buddy” Croft said he
and his selection committee were
impressed by the caliber of all
bidders. He reported the firm pro-
jected that collection installation
seemed feasible, “to be easily ac-
complished.”

RITBA, in August, agreed to
hire a consultant to evaluate the
appropriateness of using an elec-
tronic toll collection system, such
as EZPass, which is used widely
in the Northeast and would replace
tokens. Authority and staff mem-
bers have been collecting data on
such systemsfor about three years.
They are convinced one would
provide convenience for users of
the Pell — Newport Bridge, the
only toll link in the Rhode Island
road system.

At their September meeting,
Vice Chairman Richard Eannarino
asked about implication for return-
ing to atoll system for the author-
ity’s Mount Hope Bridge, where
tolls were eliminated in 1998.
Others at the meeting suggested
it might be a possibility, but con-
sideration should be postponed,
pending findings with the system
to be chosen for the Pell Bridge.

An electronic system for the
Newport bridge is expected to end
use of tokens, but cash tolls would
continue. Specifics about the sys-
tem and the impact on toll rates
would be determined in conjunc-
tion with consultant studies and
findings.

The current $2 cash rate for
two-axle vehicles to cross the
Newport Bridge has been the same
since the bridge opened in 1969.
Tokens later were introduced at 91
cents when bought at $10 for 11,
or 84 cents each when bought at
60 for $50. About 10 million ve-
hicles crossed the bridge in each of
recent years, of which, about eight
million used tokens.

RITBA officials want to elimi-
nate congestion, reduce costs and
keep thetoll rate the same. Prelim-
inary details suggest the electronic
rate might be more than $1, plus
the one-time device cost of $35
per vehicle and possible credit or
debit account charges to vehicle
owners. Estimates of annual costs
to operate the system have ranged
from $12,500 to $200,000. Instal-
lation costs have been cited as up
to $2 million, but Croft said an ac-
tual figure will become available
as part of the work by the Smith
consultants.

David Darlington, authority
chairman, said in August that im-

pact on toll rates was to be deter-
mined in conjunction with the con-
sultant studiesand findings. He said
the authority frequently reviewsthe
rate structure, and consideration
is given to raising the rate, but no
such decision has been made. He
said the impact of EZPass costs
would be a consideration about
the rate, but EZPass automatically
would not be the reason to raise the
amount of thetall.

According to the RITBA web-
site, the “collection equipment
at the Newport/Pell Bridge is de-
signed to accommodate the EZ-
Pass system. However, our present
level of traffic does not warrant
the required additional investment
that would be necessary in order to
participate in the system.”

Darlington said another impor-
tant consideration was the expec-
tation that use of EZPass might
influence more people to use the
bridge, and bring in enough added
income to offset costs. He said
RITBA needs to decide about
tolls before its existing system and
equipment become obsolete, espe-
cialy inrelation to tollselsewhere.
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“We're observers, not drivers of
the process (of toll collections),”
he remarked.
The system

EZPass, installed in each ve-
hicle, sends a radio signal to toll
plaza computersthat read theiden-
tity of the signal and chargesa pre-
paid account. Several companies,
or systems exist (A Pass, | Pass,
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I Zoom, ETC, Smart Tag, Fast
Lane, FasTrak, MnPass, PikePass,
Smart Tag, SunPass, TxTag), and
many use each other’'s systems.
EZPass is the dominant system in
the Northeast. L atest reportsayear
ago are that nearly 60 percent of
toll payers use electronic options
over cash and/or token payment.
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Classic Mary Meagher shingle-style cottage built by Clark and Britton in 2004.
Radiant heat supplied by Viessmann burner in floors of four bedrooms and in
cherry hardwood floors of living room, media room, formal dining room and
kitchen. Decks off living room, mediaroom and thrid floor aerie. High velocity
air conditioning throughout. Huge walk-in closet off Master. Two and one-half
baths. Many distinctive touches. High tech throughout. Set on one-half acre
with excellent waterviews and right of way to the beach. This highly comfort-
able and blissful house is offered at $1,199,000. CALL FOR SHOWING!

One North Main Road
423-0900 =

R Stearns Farms, Inc. s 1960

MOTIVATED SELLER!!!
Fabulous Waterviews! Gourmet kitchen with granite and stainless appliances.
Hardwoods, central A/C & VAC. Master suite with luxury bath & custom clos-
ets. Main floor laundry and full rear deck. Private dead-end street, large lot.
Lower level In-law. Walk to beach $899 900.
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Roberta Turcone

PROFESSIONALS 100% Executive Club 423-2552 or 884-6050

Citizens Bank

Mot your typical bank,

| LOAN WHERE | LIVE...
MEET ME AT THE DELI

I’ve lived in Jamestown for over 30 years.

Wide variety of fixed and adjustable rate
home loans available

Free pre-approval available
Local underwriting
Call me today and put my experience to work

Bill Murphy

L oan Consultant
Your friend & neighbor in the mortgage business

401-207-1313 » 401-423-2993

All mortgages are offered through and processed by Citizens Mortgage Corporation (CMC), a subsidiary of
Citizens Bank of Rhode Island. CMC holds MA Mortgage License Nos. ML-1500 through ML-1508, ML-1784
and MA Mortgage Broker License Nos. MB-2012 through MB-2020, MB-2219; NH First Mortgage and Broker
License Nos. 5743-MB and 8878-MBB-BCH; NH Second Home Mortgage License Nos. 5748-MHL and 8879-
MHL-ADL. CMCisaso aFirst MortgageLenderlBroker and Second Mortgage Lender/Broker in CT, alicensed
Tuddra Lender and Broker in R, aME Supervised Lender and VT Licensed Lender.

Opening Fine Homes to the World

“GULL'SNEST”
Breathtaking, expansive views of Mackerel Cove and
entrance to Narragansett Bay. Spectacular 4 Y2 acres
with approximately 250 ft of natural waterfront, secret
gardens and wandering foot paths. Originally built
circa 1926 as a summer cottage then later expanded
into two separate but attached living quarters.

$4,900,000

Local Lej

gacy..

International Reach

LILADELMAN com

Marr

28 Reservoir Circle
Open House * Sunday, October 7th » 12-3 pm

Updated raised ranch
lon landscaped ot
backing up to water-
shed preserve.

8 Quiet neighborhood off
East Shore Road.
$445,000

Call Astrid @ 401-261-9546

i Prudential (401) 886-6100 x 342
Astrid Mendes Gammons Realty Cell: (401) 261-9546

LILADELMAN com

CEDAR HILL FARM

Located in a desirable, private 7.6 acre compound,
this magnificent 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4000+ sg. ft.
custom home features open sundrenched floorplan,
first or second floor master suite, lower level media/
rec room, marble entry, gourmet kitchen and exotic
woods throughout.

423-3440

$1,295,000 423-3440
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