Waterfront gift gallery clos&s Its doors

By Michaela Kennedy

Rena and Randy Tyson's shop,
more famousy known as R & R
Gallery, has closed its doors on wa-
terfront row. Sunday, the last day of
September, marked the passing of
asuccessful chapter in the business
annals of Jamestown history.

Rena Tyson, affectionately
known as the Beanie Baby lady,
admits she will miss the children
that have streamed in and out of
her artisan shop at East Ferry over
the last 15 years. From wall paint-
ings to miniature stuffed animals,
Rena's shop appealed to a wide
and eclectic spectrum of shoppers.
Some items were high-end, oth-
ers were priced right for a child's
budget. “People could aways find
something they wanted,” she said
about her gift selection.

The gallery was not a planned
enterprise, according to the couple.
Rena saw the waterfront space asa
good spot to do the bookkeeping
for their rental properties. They
bought the unit, and Rena set up
office. Inspired by the foot traf-
fic, Rena contacted loca artists
through the Conanicut Island Art
Association, and created a gallery
space. She found her niche.

Rena knew, however, that she
could not succeed with just paint-
ings, since the price range was
high. She honed her vision. “I
liked the idea of having a place
where kids can come and shop,”
she recalls. Rena brought other
gift items into the store, and the
business took off.

“There' sthe Beanie Baby lady!”
achild once yelled out to Rena Ty-
son while she was shopping about
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town. Rena reminisces about the
many young faces that brightened
her counter over the years, and how
happy they were to recognize her,
too. “It was good therapy for me,”

she adds. “I loved to have people
comein and look around.”

One day, Rena says, alittle boy
wanted to buy atoy, but his father
wanted him to wait until they went
to Newport. The boy became up-
set, but Rena put the treasure aside
for the boy. “If you want it after
you come back from Newport, I'll
have it in the corner for you,” she
told him. They were waiting the
next day for the door to open, she

laughed.
The isand merchant has a
background in education. She

taught various business subjects,
and eventually became a guidance
counselor.

But in 1988, Renasufferedinju-
ries from an automobile accident,
which limited her steps to the aid
of a walker. She could no longer
keep up with the physical demands
of work in the school system. She
considered returning to a school to
do volunteer work, but the daily

mobility was beyond her ability.

The local businesswoman ad-
mits the storefront was physically
demanding for her to handle alone
now. Rena will spend more time
with her husband and focus on
keeping hedlthy. “I’'m going to
take care of myself and exercise,”
she plans. She also plans to spend
at least one day a week with her
2-year-old grandson.

As Rena sits for one of the last
times in her shop, The Beanie
Baby lady throws a wistful gaze
past the counter to the boat traffic
in the marina. “I will misslooking
out on the bay.”

The Jamestown Press/ October 4, 2007 / Page 9

FOR SALE

CALL 569-7447 for Appointment

100 L ongfellow Road
Shoreby Hill, Jamestown

4 bedroom shingle style Victorian. 2.5 bath, custom bath
cabinetry. Fireplace, central air conditioning, radiant heat,
central vac. Jacuzzi / steam bath. Full basement, 2 car ga-
rage. Professionally landscaped with underground cistern.
Fully applianced. Pella windows throughout. $1,800,000

1st Annual
Women’s Wellness Day

SATURDAY, OcCT. 13,

THE VILLAGE INN, NARRAGANSETT

2007
S8AM - 3PM

How to Live Your Best Life

Seen our new Linen clothing 7

A day of inspiration, enlightenment, and fun

Keynote speaker: Loretta LaRoche
Nationally renowned humorist and author
will speak on achieving

& ; ol . “health, happiness and humor” in your life.
watt teinkly, teinkls Lifite das - A daylong series of
Clothing, Jewelry, Candles, Suncatchers presentations and workshops
Coape, Lotione. Bath salts and bath stuff | to choose from including:
Egybtian Foadess Ol aliuagys in stock : * Making Sense of Menopause * Living with Diabetes
E93 Ki Rd. Wakefield, RL * Busy Life or Sleep Disorder? * Strong Bones, Long Life

{bor, - Eat W - 5 pom (et Sunedirys oen Thiatihagivitg thea Chisetnas sk Sumimer ) * Get Savvy About Your Finances * Introduction to Yoga Demo

* Today’s Options in Cosmetic Medicine ¢ Introduction to Reiki
And much, much more!

—y Plus: visit the vendor tables to shop for artisan jewelry,
6 r m & o f specialty cosmetics, fine stationery, organic bath products and
5 %50 much more! Chair massage available! Purchase signed
\“ ”s/ ‘;,4.,,‘ T books, tapes, and DVD’s from Loretta! Free literature on South
® County Hospital Healthcare System Services and Programs!

Ready, Set, Play with Cindy offers

Come spend a day that is
all about you!

A new Kindermusik program
With Jamestown Parks and Recreation

Cost: $35 per person

includes continental breakfast and buffet lunch

“ABC and ME” continuing Mondays
10:30 am starting Oct. 1
at Wellspring Studio, 32 Pemberton Avenue
For children ages two to four
(Parents/caregivers need not attend)

Registration is required.
Call 401-788-1621 to reserve your seat today!

Sessions of Kindermusik Family Time, Starting Oct. 12,
for parents/caregivers with newborn to age 4
Fridays at 9 am at at St. Matthew's Church

presented by

For details or to register

Call: Cindy Olsen, Kindermusik educator, at 608-2022 S[} UTH CUL[HTE" HUEI-‘ ITAL

Email: readyset-playwithcindy@usa.net HEALTHCLCARLE S YSTEM
www.readysetplaywithcindy.kindermusik.net




