By Dotti Farrington

National Grid announced last
week that it is dropping its plans
for a court battle over using the
KeySpan site in Providence for a
liquefied natural gas (LNG) ma-
rine terminal. The company said
it would continue looking for ap-
propriate sources of LNG to serve
its customers in Rhode Island and
elsewhere.

Meanwhile, Weavers Cove/
Hess in Falls River, Mass., is con-
tinuing to push for permits to build
its LNG marine terminal there. Its
latest efforts involve fighting sanc-
tions by the Massachusetts Coastal
Zone Management and the Nation-
al Park Service of the US Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Residents and officials in James-
town and elsewhere along the Nar-
ragansett Bay shoreline have been

opposing the KeySpan and Weav-
ers Cove plans for any facility that
would bring supersized tankers
into bay waters. Opponents fear
catastrophic LNG fires and various
environmental impacts.

National Grid role

National Grid, in August, com-
pleted purchase of the KeySpan
property as part of major acquisi-
tions of energy-related companies.
Company officials said, “it is much
too soon” to say specifically how
the acquisitions might be used or
changed to pursue goals to provide
energy in Rhode Island and its oth-
er locations.

Rhode Island Attorney General
Patrick Lynch and State Rep. Bruce
Long (R-Jamestown, Middletown)
last month each asked National
Grid to not pursue the court appeal
started by the previous owner of

Jamestown legislators visit
classrooms tomorrow

Deputy Minority Whip Bruce
J. Long (R-Dist. 74 Middletown,
Jamestown) and Senate Majority
Leader Teresa Paiva-Weed (D-
Dist. 13 Newport, Jamestown)
will visit Lawn Avenue Middle
School students on Friday, Oct.
12 to discuss each of their roles in
Rhode Island’s government. They
will address the students in grades
7 and 8 and answer questions
concerning the debates, compro-
mises, and procedures that take
place throughout the legislative
process.

“To be able to go into a class-
room, as an individual, and com-
municate to these young people
in a face-to-face setting is great,”
said Rep. Long. “Our discussions
will help to put a face to their lo-
cal government. Hopefully this
visit will help to foster a more
personal relationship not only
between the students and us, but
also between the students and all
of their elected representatives
that will be a building block for a
lifetime of active participation in
their democracy.”

This visit is in recognition of
America’s Legislators Back to
School Week. This is a national
event that is sponsored annually
by the National Conference of

State Legislators, and its purpose
is to increase America’s youth’s
understanding of, and participa-
tion in, our government, both lo-
cally and nationally.

Rhode Island legislators have
been participating in this program
since 2002. Last year, more than
70 local legislators took part in
classroom visits. Rep. Long and
Senator Paiva-Weed have taken
part in this annual event together
in previous years, and are among
the first to do so this year. This
goal for this year is to surpass last
year’s record participation num-
bers.

Barber sculpture

now on display

The Sun Up Gallery in Westerly
will feature the work of island
sculptor and photographer Jillian
Barber for its 30th anniversary
exhibit.

Barber will show her fantastic
ceramic masks, mythical animals
at the gallery, which is located
at 95 Watch Hill Rd. An opening
reception will be tomorrow night,
Oct. 12, from 4 to 7:30 p.m.

The exhibit runs through Nov.
12.
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KeySpan. That appeal was to fight
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) rejection in
2005, upheld in 2006, of plans for
the LNG terminal in Providence.
The court debate in Washington,
DC would have started Oct. 26 if
National Grid did not abort it.

Lynch hailed the National Grid
decision and its implications for
public safety.

According to Lynch, National
Grid officials said need for a Prov-
idence LNG operation is lessened
by developments for a new LNG
marine terminal, off the coast
of Gloucester, Mass., due to be
opened soon.

Grid spokesman David Graves
said the company does not have
any particular options in the works
for use of the KeySpan property.
He clarified that his company has
no involvement, or direct depen-
dence, on plans for terminals else-
where.

“The company believes LNG
will continue to play a critical
role in both energy reliability and
price,” National Grid specified in
a statement it issued last week.
“It is our responsibility to make
sure energy needs are met, and we
believe LNG is an important part
of providing that energy,” Graves
elaborated.

Several public officials praised
the National Grid announcement
and said it reflected the company’s
reputation of community minded-
ness for the customers it serves.
Opponents here and elsewhere
over the years have said they be-
lieve that LNG can have a safe role
in providing energy, but that giant
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tankers coming inland along water
routes were too dangerous.
Weavers Cove actions

The US Coast Guard decision
on the Fall River LNG plans was
expected by now, but they are
still working on questions about
the safety of tanker transits to a
proposed terminal there. That op-
eration was approved in 2005 by
FERC if all issues could be re-
solved.

Two unions recently issued
statements of support for the
Weaver’s Cove LNG terminal
intended to serve southern New
England.

The 1,300 member Local 51
of Plumbers, Pipefitters and Re-
frigeration workers, based in East
Providence, and the Construction
and General Laborers Local 610 in
Fall River adopted resolutions that
said the terminal would mean $500
million in investment to Fall River
and generate about 500 construc-
tion jobs over a three-year period.
About 100 of those jobs would be
permanent, the unions said. They
also said the project would result
in “lower and more secure gas
prices.”

James Grasso, a Weaver’s Cove
executive, said he asked the unions
for their support. He blamed op-
position on “a lot of misinforma-
tion.”

The National Park Service last
month submitted its draft report
and environmental assessment on
the Taunton River under its Wild
and Scenic River Program in re-
sponse to a 2000 Congressional
assignment. Its report could block
the LNG terminal.

Weavers Cove responded al-
most immediately with hundreds
of pages criticizing the report
for its methods and findings, and
arguing that it does not satisfy
legal requirements, is factually
incomplete and misleading, has
major omissions, is invalid and
inconsistent, and does not reflect
a fair, accurate, serious or objec-
tive study of the river. Weavers
Cove contended the report was
designed specifically to block its
LNG energy infrastructure proj-
ect and “to further an anti-energy
political agenda.”

In documents criticizing the
Coastal Management rulings
against the terminal, the LNG op-
eration defined itself as a national
security interest that should not
be blocked. “National defense or
other national security interest
would be significantly impaired
were the activity (terminal) not
permitted to go forward as pro-
posed,” according to Weavers
Cove lawyers.

“Without new natural gas
supplies, the consequences of a
shortfall in pipeline capacity or
supplies could be dire, setting
often extended gas outage that
would risk public safety in freez-
ing temperatures. The Weaver’s
Cove Project could help meet de-
mand and stabilize regional and
national gas markets in the event
of a major disruption to energy
and is necessary in the interest
of national security,” the lawyers
said in documents filed as an ap-
peal before the US Department of
Commerce on Coastal Manage-
ment findings.

here, close to home.

A 2005 study showed that digital
mammography detected 28 percent
more breast cancers in women under 50.

Now you don’t have to travel to get the
benefit of this advanced diagnostic tool.
Newport Hospital brings it to you right

Call 845-1346 to schedule a digital
mammography appointment.
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