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Haddad resigns from yet another administrative post

By Dotti Farrington

Mark Haddad, who briefly
served as Jamestown’s town ad-
ministrator in 2005, resigned re-
cently as chief administrative of-
ficer (CAO) in Stratford, Conn.,
after being cleared in that town
of harassment charges in a com-
munity he worked in prior to serv-
ing either there or in Jamestown.
He would make no further public
comment about his career inten-
tions after his resignation, which
is effective Nov. 7.

Haddad was hired last Decem-
ber by Stratford’s first mayor,
James Miron, under a new charter
for that town. His job at $90,000 a
year was the second highest paid
post in Stratford, with a population
of 50,000.

The appointment by Miron
became part of a political morass
over mayoral actions. Haddad’s
selection was challenged in con-
junction with his role in a situation
in Cohasset, Mass., before 2005.

Haddad, a graduate of Mer-
rimack College and Suffolk Uni-
versity, had worked in Cohasset
seven years when his effort to
discipline two police officers was
followed by harassment charges
in which Haddad was named as
town administrator but not as a
harasser, according to information
made public during the investiga-
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tion launched by Stratford about
the charges. Haddad said early this
year that he believed the charges
were meant as retaliation for the
discipline.

The process of the Stratford
investigation was riddled with
fighting over procedures and in-
terpretations of reports about
the Cohasset situation, fueled by
Massachusetts and Connecticut
media stories for which original
documents were not made public.
One newspaper took media col-
leagues to task publicly for insuf-
ficient sources and specifics.

A full report by a private investi-
gator, hired by Stratford, was aired
behind closed doors last month for
the Stratford City Council, which
then pronounced Haddad cleared
of its concerns. Some councilors
previously rejected a (Conn.) state
police report that Haddad had no
record to report.

The Haddad controversy was
reported as part of the post-char-
ter-change atmosphere in Stratford
where a number of key town offi-
cials resigned after Miron took of-
fice. Haddad was named by Miron
to serve as Stratford Town Clerk
while Haddad was working also as
CAOQO. The charter there provides
for such dual, interim service.

Early this year, Haddad said,
“There were never any charges
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brought against me. I was never
charged with anything.” He said
then that he just wanted to help the
mayor. He was praised this month
by some officials for help he pro-
vided with the budget and other
matters.

Miron called the Stratford battle
“a shameful example of the politics
of personal destruction (by) people
with political agendas out to em-
barrass me.” Some of Miron’s op-
ponents said they were glad that
Haddad is leaving even though he
was cleared of wrongdoing.

Haddad worked over 20 years
in public and private management.
In between public jobs in James-
town and Stratford, he was ex-
ecutive vice president of business
operations for Ventus Networks of
Norwalk, an award winning com-
pany for its rate of growth, first in
Connecticut and fifteenth in North
America, for telecommunications.

Miron said he chose Haddad
from among more than 50 candi-
dates “as the most qualified and
experienced, best of the best.” Had-
dad’s references included a letter
from David Long, Jamestown Town
Council president, who praised
Haddad for work here. However,
former Jamestown Council Presi-
dent Guy Settipane was quoted in
Connecticut criticizing Haddad for
a threatening manner with those
who challenged him.

Haddad left Jamestown after six

months because of a high-paying
private job offer. He said then he
was trying to meet the Jamestown
requirement to live on the island
even though it meant downsizing
his family’s lifestyle because of
housing costs, when the private
job came unsolicited.

In his letter of resignation in
Stratford, Haddad wrote, “I have
been personally subjected to un-
due public criticism and scrutiny.”
He added, “I am pleased that the
extensive investigation into these
allegations has exonerated me of
any wrongdoing.”

Miron praised Haddad as a good
administrator and for being well
liked by many. “I was surprised
at the viciousness of reaction and
the whispering campaign,” against

Haddad, he said. “We conducted
one of the most invasive and ex-
haustive investigations ever,” he
said, adding that it revealed noth-
ing to raise concerns about Had-
dad’s job fitness.

“Mark has been a steady and
reliable team player who will be
missed,” Miron wrote in an e-mail
to town employees. “His profes-
sionalism, good nature and job
performance (were) an asset to me
personally and to the entire admin-
istration.”

In his resignation, Haddad said,
“I have enjoyed my work here and
appreciate the opportunity given
me.” He concluded that leaving the
town was in the best interests of his
family.

Business seminar planned

Babcock & Helliwell, one of
Rhode Island’s leading full-ser-
vice insurance agencies, has an-
nounced that it will be a sponsor
of “We Mean Business,” an event
to be held on Nov. 5, at the Kirk-
brae Country Club in Lincoln,
which will provide an opportuni-
ty for entrepreneurs to discuss is-
sues and acquire information that
they will need to start, grow, or
improve their business in Rhode
Island. The event is free, but at-
tendees must pre-register at the
event Web site at www.wemean-
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We Mean Business is a joint
venture of the Secretary of State’s
First Stop Business Informa-
tion Center and Every Company
Counts, an initiative of the Rhode
Island Economic Development
Corporation. The mission of We
Mean Business is to connect
Rhode Island business owners
with local, state, and federal regu-
lators as well as with non-profit
resources that impact business.

“I urge anyone considering
opening or expanding a business
in Jamestown to go to We Mean
Business,” said Nick Morenzi,
Jamestown resident and Babcock
& Helliwell sales executive. “In
one day you will be able to attend
workshops and meet with experts
on a variety of business-related
topics, from customer service to
insurance.”

Secretary of State A. Ralph
Mollis and Saul Kaplan, Execu-
tive Director of the RI Economic
Development Corporation, will
open the event at noon. Among
the invited guests are Rhode Is-
land’s Governor, Donald L. Car-
cieri, Lieutenant Governor Eliza-
beth Roberts, Attorney General
Patrick Lynch and General Trea-
surer Frank Caprio.

Babcock & Helliwell is a pri-
vately held independent insur-
ance agency established in 1892.
The agency offers a full range
of personal and commercial in-
surance products and services.
The agency represents some of
the largest and most financially
sound insurance companies in the
industry. For more information,
call 782-1800 or visit Babcock &
Helliwell’s Web site at www.bab-
cockhelliwell.com.
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