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the island,” while serving on the
council for the last four years.

Republican candidate Fred
Glomb kept his opening remarks
brief, stressing that in his opinion
“affordability is one of the key
things,” facing the island, while
incumbent Democrat William Kel-
ly took time to point out his role in
saving the town $25,000-$30,000
per year in police overtime by pro-
posing the elimination of dispatch
duties for on-duty officers.

Michael Schnack, also an incum-
bent Democrat, reflected on his first
term on the council. “I’ve learned a
lot; met a lot of people.” Most im-
portant, Schnack said, was his abil-
ity to listen. ““You need to listen to
people,” he said.

Long-time government admin-
istrator Bob Sutton, running for
elected office for the first time, em-
phasized his more than 35 years of
experience in municipal government
in general, in addition to his 17 years
as Jamestown Town Administrator.

Councilwoman Barbara Szepa-
towski, who is running for reelec-
tion for the first time, noted her
involvement in the community’s
teen issues and stressed her experi-
ence as an environmental engineer.

Touching on a topic of consider-
able interest to Shores residents,
Szepatowski was upfront. “I want
you to know that I'm in favor of
designating Head’s Beach as a
mooring field,” she said. However,
the reason, she added, was not to
permit the overuse of the area, but
rather to limit the number of per-
missible moorings.

Michael White, who lost elec-
tion to the council by twelve votes
in 2005, pointed to his experience
since then as a member of the Plan-
ning Commission and further went
on to stress that as a former Shores
and current town resident, he under-
stood the importance of the island’s
water issue. “Water is a concern on
both ends of the island,” he said.

First time candidate Ellen Win-
sor said that as a long-time island
resident, she would “like to make
a contribution to the town.” Run-
ning as an independent, Winsor
said that the town needed to make
an effort to court businesses to
the island in order to increase the
town’s tax base.

Sav Rebecchi, also running
as an independent, made specific
note of his near-complete term on
the Quonset Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. From planning
to attracting businesses, Rebecchi
said, “I’ve just finished three years
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of on-the-job training.”
Questions fielded

Audience questions were var-
ied. From unanimously agreeing
that executive session minutes be
reviewed for public dissemina-
tion every six months to placing
a moratorium on island develop-
ment, candidates fielded questions
directed individually at them.

Councilman Kelly answered
a question regarding the “vague”
nature of the town’s wind energy
study. Kelly responded that he has
been a “firm believer” in alterna-
tive energy and that the town’s de-
cision to allocate $25,000 towards
a comprehensive wind energy
study was prudent.

Responding to a question re-
garding the town’s growing deer
population, Councilman DiGiando
said that the town has been work-
ing to open up additional private
land for hunting and could consider
additional measures if necessary
in the future. He went on to add
that the town has made progress
in stemming the rate of increase in
the island’s deer herd.

Diverging opinions emerged
over whether to designate the
popular Shores swimming area,
Head’s Beach, as a mooring field.
“The time has come for the Shores
to have Head’s Beach designated
as a swimming area,” Shores resi-
dent Rebecchi said. Szepatowski
disagreed. “It’s been a mooring
field for several years,” she said.
Designating the area as a mooring
field, as identified by the Coastal
Resources Management Commis-
sion (CRMC), could actually limit
its future expansion. Councilor
DiGiando agreed. “CRMC has
identified Head’s Beach as a moor-
ing field,” he said. “Really, it’s a
semantical argument...By calling
it something doesn’t mean that it
needs to change.”

Moving on, Bob Sutton an-
swered a question from an audi-
ence member regarding measures
that could be taken to ensure costs
are controlled in the town’s high-
way barn project. Sutton said that
he “always thought the barn should
go down on Lot 47,” however, he
respected island residents’ recent
vote to approve its location at Tay-
lor Point. He went on to say that
Taylor Point residents have the
same rights as North End residents
who were concerned over Lot 47,
and that the site must be service-
able and “has to work.”

As to what to do with the old
highway facility at Fort Wetherill,
Fred Glomb said that while he
didn’t have a specific idea for the
site, it was up to the town to “find
a balance between what’s best for
the community and what serves
the financial needs of the town.”

Wrapping up the question and
answer session, Councilor Michael
Schnack dismissed the concept of
the island as a sole-source aquifer,
and said that the future council
would have to examine develop-
ment and zoning issues in order to
get a better handle on the island’s
water concerns.

Conclusions

Concluding, DeAngelis told
audience members that the town
“needs to tighten its belt and com-
municate better.” DiGiando ex-
pressed a similar thought. “We’re
all one community...We’ve made
some progress, and we need to
continue to do that.” Glomb stuck
to affordability while Kelly con-
cluded by saying that Jamestown
needs to focus on “creative ways,”
to fix the budget problem. Rebec-
chi offered an answer to an earlier
question regarding selling the town
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