Teen center 1s ready for a sneak peek

By Michaela Kennedy

Just inside the recreation cen-
ter entrance, hammers and radio
tunes come from a room off to the
right. Since the community the-
atre drew its curtain, volunteers at
the teen center have been busier
than elves in the rush to renovate
a space by Christmas, a place for
island teens to gather. The teen-
agers are inviting everyone to an
informal open house on Saturday,
Dec. 1, from 4 to 8 p.m. Refresh-
ments and an arts and crafts show
will be offered for everyone to
enjoy.

Builder Ramon Ibarlucea
climbs ladders, carries wood and
measures carefully as Teen Co-
ordinator Melissa Minto intro-
duces the new space. The extreme
makeover is still enduring an in-
frastructure remodeling phase.
Minto admits, with the changes in
weather and idiosyncrasies of an
older building, “The biggest task
is the measuring.”

Minto and the construction
crew dove into the renovation
project as soon as the run of the
play ended. Despite the wait, and
additionally not accepting help
from teen volunteers due to li-
ability concerns, Minto remains
confident that the to-do list will
move fast. The new Teen Center
will be ready for the official open-
ing by the end of the year, if not

by Christmas.

Minto has joined forces with
the Jamestown Education Foun-
dation and designed a helpline
that ensures streamlined support.
“Tiles for Teens” will offer tiles
of different sizes, and of differ-
ent donation amounts, to be used
towards needs and maintenance
of the teen center. Many needed
items are still on the wish list, and
the tiles promotion is expected to
fill the gap. “It’s a way to keep
us from getting a lot of one thing
that we really don’t need,” Minto
adds. More information about the
fund-raiser can be found at the
open house on Saturday.

Counter space with wiring
kitty-corners the back, providing
the basics for computer stations.
Tables and chairs will be avail-
able for independent or group
work. Another corner is designed
as a donation library corner.
Minto emphasizes the center as
a constructive work space, not
just a place to linger. “We hope to
have the older kids help tutor and
mentor the younger ones. We’ll
be looking for regular volunteers
that would help tutor in the after-
noons,” Minto says.

The teen coordinator goes on
to say that more craft-oriented
workshops will be offered.

Minto also says she will be
looking for volunteers before the
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a sailor needs assistance. For
personal safety, the sailors wear
life jackets plus their preference
of either wet, dry, or splash suits
and foul weather gear. The rac-
ers talk about their close calls of
taking in more water than they
can bail out themselves, so just
in case, a “crashboat’ is needed.
It can happen to anyone.

For the first race starts of the
season, nobody was even close
to the line at the gun. They were
probably rusty from lack of rac-
ing. After a few races. however,
everybody got up to speed and
there was a crowd on the start
line and boats were overlapped at
the windward mark and the finish
line. After the opening day’s suc-
cess of getting in six races, the
sailors tied their boats up on the
floats and retired to the East Fer-
ry Deli for coffee and polled who
would be around for the Thanks-
giving Weekend races.

John Horton won the day with

four firsts, a second and a third.
Final results for the 6 races: John
Horton 9 points; Doc Clarke, 18;
Henry Siegal, 19; Jack Hubbard,
21, and Joe Logan, 23 points.

Join us for our

TAVERN MENU

Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays

featuring
Two Salads, Choice
of Two Entrees and a
Bottle of House Wine

for $3500

150 Conanicus Avenue
Jamestown

423-2100

www.bayvoyageinn.com

Porfuguese American
Citizens Club (PAC)

Open to the Public

Ample Parking

RESTAURANT & PUB BAR
4TVs including LARGE SCREEN e KENO & LOTTERY

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY

Selected, Winter Dinner Specidls Includes Entrée,
Sturch, Veyetuble & Homemude Soup or Sulud ONLY $8.95

TUESDAY NIGHT IS ITALIAN NIGHT ONLY $9.95

TAILGATE MENU starting NOON on SUNDAYS
during FOOTBALL SEASON

20¢ Chicken Wings e Chicken Quesudillus $5.95
Chili - Cup $3.95 /Bowl $4.95 ¢ Onion Rings $3.95
Nachos $6.95 e Potuto Skins $5.50
NY System Weiners $1.75 eu. o Appetizer Plutter $6.95
4 oz. Cheeseburger $2 o Grinders $5.50 e + Burger Specials!

11 Pemberton Ave e 423-9909

opening, people who can help
with painting and other finishing
touches. For more information on
how to help, call Melissa at 423-
7260.

Recreation director Bill Piva
mentions that volunteers, teen-
aged and adult, will be needed to
help staff the center after it opens
in January. “We’re excited to see
it come together,” Piva said.

“In no way this is the grand
opening,” Minto notes. The staff
and the youngsters thought it
would be a good idea to invite
people in around the time of the
Community Christmas Tree light-
ing, and give people a chance to
visit the work in progress. The
grand opening is targeted for the
weekend of Jan. 4.

Lew Kitts, facilities director
for the school district, stopped in
front of the recreation center for a
moment to listen to the hammer-
ing and other construction-type
noises. “They’re working hard in
there to make a good teen center,”
he comments with a grin. Kitts
flashes back in time to the same
stoop when he was a teenager and
the recreation center was the age-
less teen hangout. Moments later,
third, fourth, and fifth grade stu-
dents stream in the door, some
carrying food, others greeting
friends at the ping pong table.
“The younger kids are really ex-
cited about the teen center, be-
cause they see it in their future,”
Minto said.

Mon-Fri. 7:30-5:00pm
Thurs ‘il 8:00pm
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TILE SHOWROOM

“Boston’s high end look without the drive.”
42 Ladd Street (1st Floor)

Located at waterfront end of Division St.
East Greenwich

Sat8-2pm

Dr. Alan R. Post

is pleased to announce the new location of his
Chiropractic Medicine practice at

Suite D 204 (The Meadows)
North Kingstown, RI 02852

1130 Ten Rod Road

Back, Neck and Sports Injuries - Nutrition Programs
Wellness Care & Electrical Acupuncture

We Are Accepting New Patients

294-9550

PHIL

RO PANE

An Independent Company For Over Half A Century
Serving All Of Aquidneck Island & Jamestown

PROPANE GAS RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

For All your propane needs
from grill tanks to Large
Commercial & Industrial

Applications

1-401-624-6395 + 1-800-647-4457____ |

Philip Viveiros President

477 Crandall Rd.
Tiverton RI 02878
gasman4714@aol.com
LIC # 3353
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WE RESPOND

Dear Brian,

HELP!!!

We just purchased a
home in Jamestown
and the “home inspec-
tor” told us we have
over 15 problems in
our master bath. Can
you help us determine
what they are and what
we can do about it.

John & Jane Doe
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Help Reids help John and Jane: Circle the problems with their master bath and fax
what you found to 423-3801 or call 423-2819 with your suggestions and Reids will pay
the first 10 respondents with 1 hour of home repair services. Please include your:

E-mail Address:




