School Committee
prepares request
for new food vendor

By Donna K. Drago
The School Committee reviewed a draft request for proposal for
new food service vendors at its Jan. 3 work session.

JulieKallfelz, the committee vice president, put together the draft
using a boilerplate RFP form from the state Department of Educa-
tion that has been modified to include nutritional specifics desired
by the Jamestown district.

The committee discussed putting out a three-year contract that
includes a probationary period and “good bail-out language” in case
the new vendor does not meet Jamestown’s needs.

Among the language specific to Jamestown are objectives that
include promoting healthy eating “by offering only healthy choic-
es every day.” The School Committee asked potential vendors “to
maximize the use of RI-grown/locally grown products, including
but not limited to fruits, vegetables, and dairy products, whenever
possible.” And the committee also asked that the vendor “ develop
and maintain the cafeteria as a nutrition education learning envi-
ronment,” where all posters, promotional materials, and messages
will promote only healthy foods and positive nutrition and lifestyle
habits.

The RFP draft asks the vendors to include offerings rich in whole
grains, fresh fruits and vegetables, one serving a day of which must
be an orange or dark green offering. No added sweeteners or artifi-
cial sweeteners will be allowed in any product, the RFP states.

Last month, the school board held a bidders conference to see if
any area food vendors would be interested in giving a quote for a
healthy lunch program and four vendors showed up. They are the
two largest food-service companies in the country, Aramark and So-
dexho, which serve millions of children per day across the U.S., the
North Kingstown food service department, which currently has the
Jamestown food contract, and Ocean Side Catering of Newport, the
only small business to show an interest.

The committee expects to finalize the RFP by its Jan. 18 meet-
ing.

In other business, the School Committee asked Superintendent
Raobert Power to provide it with a preliminary budget at its Jan. 18
meeting. Budget hearings for the upcoming fiscal year will be held
during February.

Committee member William “Bucky” Brennan asked that the
numbers of employeesin special subjects like physical education be
reviewed in light of declining enrollment.
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By Sam Bari

Dennis Nixon looks forward to
goingtowork inthemorning. Heis
one of the 12.8 percent of the peo-
ple in the United States who likes
his job. And he should. He's good
at it. He travels
to exotic destina-
tions. His work
is  appreciated,
and he invented
agood portion of
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|slander draftsinternational
oceanographic research vessel laws

to another to fulfill requests from
scientists.

“For example, some scientists
would be asked to go on atrip to
the Caribbean, and then someone
else would want them to go to
Newfoundland.
Often, the system
would lead to
deadhead trips,”
hesaid. “Thiswas
costing the NSF a

what he does for lot of money.

aliving. e ' Thus, the Uni-
'I\:ixonbl'ish gjﬁ'. P \Iizrbsity Ocean

as the College was revised to

of the Environment and Life Sci-
ences associate dean for academic
affairs at the University of Rhode
Island. His job description is quite
amouthful, and it isas complex as
thetitleimplies.

Academics are the lifeblood of
Nixon'slivelihood. On the college
side, heisthe good shepherd to the
professors in his department. He
is also a lawyer who specializes
in marine science research. Dur-
ing the past two decades, he has
served as marine law advisor and
risk manager for the University
Ocean Laboratory System. The
system was designed to provide
coordination among U. S. ocean
research vessels.

During the 1960s, most uni-
versities with an oceanography
program had access to a research
vessel. URI’s ship wasthe Trident.
The National Science Foundation
paid up to 85 percent of the fuel
bills to foster research on the vari-
ous ships.

However, inefficiencies were
found within the system. Often,
research vessels sailed hundreds
of “deadhead” miles from one site

make more efficient use of the re-
search ships. Inthe aforementioned
example, the scientist who wanted
to go to Newfoundland would now
go into the system to find out if
other research vessels with the ap-
propriate gear were already there
or had plansto go there.

With his law background,
Nixon was frequently asked to ad-
dress maritime law issues such as
who has the right to do research
off certain coasts. Biological and
geophysical issues arose — for ex-
ample, those searching for oil and
gas deposits often used explosives,
posing potentia threats to marine
mammals.

More recently, the NSF and the
U.S. Navy required Nixon's ex-
pertise in maritime law to write an
advisory on the safest use of sound
beneath the ocean surface due to
whales beaching themselves and
bleeding from the ears resulting
from exposure to some types of
Navy sonar. Nixon's advice was
crucia in every incident.

After several years of provid-
ing free advice for federal fund-
ing agencies and the vessel opera-

tors, Nixon approached the NSF
and suggested the agency pay a
percentage of his salary for his
legal advice services. The agency
agreed, and now pays for 25 per-
cent of histime.

Today, 20 to 30 countries op-
erate research vessels. Every year
during the month of October, the
International Ship Operators hold
a meeting. Last year, the meeting
was in Galway, Ireland. This year
it will be held in Quin Dao, China.
Nixon isinvited to all meetings.

There is a need for an interna-
tional code of conduct for research
vessels, Nixon said, and his new
job, in concert with colleagues in
the UK and Ireland, is to draft a
code for presentation at the China
meeting.

“It'saload of fun to get to write
what amountsto be an internation-
al treaty,” Nixon said. He went on
to say that the code of conduct he
will help writewill be no easy task,
emphasizing that the document
“must respect all international sen-
sitivities. “In 30 years here at URI,
it's one of the most exciting things
| have ever done,” he added.

Nixon is the United States au-
thority on international, oceano-
graphic research vessel laws.

Born in Detroit, Mich., Dennis
Nixon spent seven yearsin Cincin-
nati, where he earned alaw degree
in 1975. Continuing his education
at URI, he earned a master of ma-
rine affairs degree in 1976. He has
been married to his wife Sheila, a
special education teacher, for 32
years. They have two daughters,
Sarah, 22, and Marisa, 18. Sarahis
on the staff of U.S. Senator Jack
Reed and Marisa is a freshman
a URI. The Nixons have been
Jamestown residents since 1978.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

SIERRA NEVADA PALE OR WHEAT 6 Pack %6.50
NATURAL LIGHT 12 PACK CANS %6.00
SKYY VODKA 750ml S GL7S)
JACK DANIELS 750ml $19.75
BEEFEATER GIN 750ml $17.75
MONDAVI PRIVATE SELECT Chardonnay or Merlot  ®8.75

»j BEEFENTER (R
;M 5m «f

‘ﬂw “Go Pats”

=¥

Open Later to Serve You Better - Locally Owned

Personal accounts only.
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For information call 845.2265, outside Newport County call 877.709.2265

* Annual percentage yield, (APY) shown is accurate as of 1/3/07 and is subject to change without notice. $1,000 minimum balance to open Platinum CD,
$500 minimum balance to open IRA CD. To obtain 5.00% APY on 5 month term CDs, you must have a BankNewport Platinum or Platinum Partnership
Account (not required for IRA Certificates). Ask us about other available certificate rates and maturity terms. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.
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