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Why the council is seeking a new town solicitor
By Dotti Farrington

The search for a new solicitor 
was announced Jan. 19 as a result 
of Associate Solicitor A. Lauris-
ton Parks’ request  last November 
to take over all work as town so-
licitor. His appointment as solici-
tor in North Kingstown was not 
renewed after a new council was 
elected and seated there. 

Harsch, the main solicitor here, 
was originally appointed as hav-
ing Parks as his associate, and as-
signing colleague Carolyn Mannis 
as the town’s primary criminal 
prosecutor and a special assistant 
on a variety of municipal matters. 
When Parks asked to take over all 
the legal work, Harsch agreed to 
end their joint agreement with the 
town, leaving each free to pursue 
the appointment separately.

Parks and an associate are 
among the applicants now seeking 
the town’s legal work. In separate 
proposals, Harsch has also applied 
to do all the town work himself or 
to lead a new collaborative of at-
torneys to do the work.

There has been virtually no 
public comment on termination of 
arrangements between Harsch and 
Parks, but a number of private re-
marks have suggested that Harsch 
and Parks were having diffi culties 
with each other’s confl icting legal 
opinions. 

Parks is seen as interpreting 
state law in ways that favor closed 
meetings and limited public ac-
cess. One of his rulings of more 
than a year ago virtually closed 
down public forums at Town 
Council meeting, in part as an ef-
fort to discourage opponents of a 
new highway barn being located 
at the former town landfi ll. 

It was Harsch’s ruling last sum-
mer that has re-opened public fo-
rums and has opened some town 
business, such as the contractor 
bid openings for major town proj-
ects, including the new town hall 
and the current solicitor selection 
process, to the public.

There has also been speculation 
that councilors were displeased 
with some legal outcomes, espe-

cially the failure to recover town 
claims of losses over allegedly 
botched engineering for work on 
the municipal sewer system a few 
years ago. Some councilors blame 
Harsch for not leading a success-
ful arbitration effort. Others have 
cited Parks’ written ruling on the 
engineer as the weak link in the 
process.

The solicitors also came under 
criticism because they exceeded 
the town’s budget for legal work 

in 2005-06. Harsch contended 
at the time that the costs repre-
sented, among other items, much 
extra work advising the new town 
administrator after veteran Mary-
anne Crawford left to take an off-
island school administrative job. 
Her successor Mark Haddad left 
abruptly to take an out-of-state job 
in the private sector, and Police 
Chief Thomas Tighe served twice 
within a year as interim town ad-
ministrator.

In June 2005, when the Harsch 
team was reappointed to serve 
until November 2007, Council 
President David Long said that 
Harsch and Parks have provided 
“outstanding service” to the com-
munity during their (previous) two 
years as a solicitor collaborative. 
With town administrator turnover, 
the town especially needed conti-
nuity that the solicitors could pro-
vide, Long said.

BankNewport protects more than money
The community is invited to 

join BankNewport in its efforts to 
prevent the spread of colds and fl u 
this winter through the distribution 
of free personal hand sanitizers at 
all branch locations throughout 
Newport and Bristol counties.

The use of a hand sanitizer 
is just another line of defense 
to avoid catching and spreading 
colds and fl u.  Germs are passed 
by hand-to-hand and hand-to-ob-

ject contact and most cold viruses 
can live for hours on objects. It 
is always very important to wash 
hands frequently and avoid put-
ting hands near one’s eyes, nose or 
mouth.  Carrying a hand sanitizer 
will allow hands to be clean any-
time, especially when there is no 
access to soap and water.    

With people spending more 
time indoors during the winter 
months, it is easier for germs to 

spread.  Other important ways to 
stay healthy include a eating bal-
anced diet, drinking plenty of fl u-
ids, exercising regularly,  and get-
ting plenty of sleep.  

BankNewport hopes that the 
personal hand sanitizers will in-
crease the odds of local commu-
nities staying healthy this winter.  
Stop by the nearest BankNewport 
branch for a free hand sanitizer, 
while supplies last.

MORTGAGES
REVERSE MORTGAGES! SENIOR 
HOMEOWNERS! No payment until you per-
manently leave your Residence. Government 
insured, no qualifying. Call Frank Costa 
1-800-974-4846 x229. Continental Funding, 
Stoughton, MA. www.cfc-reversemortgage.com

PETS
FEMALE TEACUP YORKIE, “Teady” 11 weeks 
old. Up to date w/shots, microchip, lifetime 
health guarantee. Available for nice home. For 
more information email Joystore4u@yahoo.
com or 517-432-1492.

PIANO

Gary Bok
Piano Instruction in Your Home

Accepting Beginner or Continuing Students

539-8259 • (cell) 374-9459

POOLS
SWIMMING POOLS. Homeowners wanted! New 
England Pool Corp. is seeking demo home 
sites to display the maintenance free Kayak 
Pool. Save thousands of $$$ with this unique 
opportunity. Call Now 1-888-290-SWIM for a 
free backyard survey.

SERVICES
BRUSH CUT AND removed. STONE WALLS 
built and rebuilt. FIREWOOD, cut, split and 
delivered. Light hauling. Rick, 294-6908.
JUNK REMOVAL: Estate cleanouts. Garage, 
basement, yard, etc. Reasonable rates. Serving 
South County for over 15 years. Free estimates. 
741-0120. adisposalservice@cox.net

SUBSCRIBE TO

Call 423-3200

The Island Classifieds
Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. Rates: $9.00 for 20 words or less, 
40 cents for each additional word. $1.50 billing charge. Call 423-3200

Equal Housing Opportunity
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, as  

amended, which makes it illegal to ad ver tised “any preference, limitation, or dis crim i na tion based on 
race, color, re li gion, sex, hand i cap, familial status or national origin, or an intention, to make any such 
preference, limitation, or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the 
law.  Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal op por tu ni ty basis.  To complain of discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. In R.I. contact:

R.I. Human Rights Commission - 1-222-2661; Dept. of Housing & Urban Development - 528-5351

ANTIQUES
ANTIQUES WANTED—Single items or complete 
estates—artworks, furniture, ceramics, tools, 
orientalia, silver, advertising, Native American, 
folk art, sculptures, jewelry, stamps, coins. Top 
$$ paid. 888-260-8050 or 207-549-4652
WANTED: RI PAINTINGS (especially Jamestown, 
Newport, southern RI scenes). Art, pottery, 
stoneware, crocks, jugs. Oak, mahagony, 
294-7556/423-0910.

AUTOMOTIVE
1995 FORD RANGER XLT, 5-speed manual, 
164,000 miles. Includes cap, bedliner, 2 snow 
tires. $2000. Call 423-0532.

BOOKS/
PUBLICATIONS

REACH MORE THAN 4 MILLION READERS 
with just one phone call! New England Press 
Association can place your classified ad in more 
than 200 newspapers throughout the six-state 
New England region. Call The Jamestown Press, 
423-3200.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTAL/LEASE

250 & 500 SQ. FT. MODERN office space, 
intown. Available May 1, 2007. 401-864-1165.
IN-TOWN SHOP/OFFICE SPACE. Located on 
ground floor. 1000 square feet, ample parking. 
Available immediately. Call 423-0614.
RETAIL SPACE, excellent location overlooking 
the marina with good walk-in traffic. $1100/
month plus. Call Island Realty, 423-2200.

DINING/
ENTERTAINMENT

THE BEST DEAL for Jamestowners is in Peace 
Dale! Fish, chips & chowder is $9.95 on 
Wednesday and Friday. THE PUMP HOUSE 
RESTAURANT, 789-4944.

FIREWOOD
100% HARDWOOD, cut, split, delivered. 
$150/cord green, seasoned available. Full cord 
guaranteed. 14 years experience. Call Dave, 
423-3259 and leave message.

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE EARLY MARCH: Three bedroom, 
family room, fireplace, storage and huge yard. 1 
Keel Avenue, $2000/month w/lease. 423-0101.

HELP WANTED

BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING
Growing firm seeks qualified book-
keeper. Must be stable and have a 
proven accounting track record. 
Must be experienced with com-
puterized accounting applications, 
fluent in Microsoft Office, Outlook 
and be internet savvy. Prior job 
cost experience a plus. Full time 
position with great compensation 
for the right person. Send resume 
to human resources at hr@LBSus.
com or call 877-827-3234.

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED? Structural 
repairs of barns, houses and garages. Call 
Woodford Bros., Inc. for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs. 1-800-
OLD-BARN. www.1-800-OLD-BARN.COM

LABORER I
The Town of Jamestown is 
advertising for the position 
of Laborer I in the Public 
Works Department. Forty 
hours per week, $17.88 
per hour. Applications are 
available at the Jamestown 
Town Office, 44 Southwest 
Avenue, Jamestown, RI. 
Applications will be accepted 
until February 16th at 4 p.m.

MARKETING/SALES ASSISTANT
If you are creative, good with 
people, high energy, and have a 
good work ethic, a fast growing 
firm needs your help. We need 
an individual that will support our 
out bound sales staff, design ads 
and brochures, plan trade shows, 
and execute marketing plans for 
our products. Must be fluent in 
Microsoft Office, Outlook and be 
internet savvy. Full time position 
with great compensation for the 
right person. Send resume to 
human resources at hr@LBSus.
com or call 877-827-3234.

WANT HOME MOST WEEKENDS WITH MORE 
PAY? Heartland’s GREEN MILE$ program! $.54/
mile company drivers and $1.19 for operators! 
12 months OTR required. HEARTLAND 
EXPRESS 1-800-441-4953 www.heartlandex-
press.com

HOME LOANS
0% AND 3% HOME REPAIR LOANS. 
Eligibility based on income and family size. 
HOME OWNERSHIP opportunities, first time 
buyers training. Call CHURCH COMMUNITY 
HOUSING. 846-5114.

HOUSECLEANING
HOUSECLEANING: YEAR ROUND with good 
references in Jamestown. Good prices. Call 
Rose, 401-297-1606 or email: terracarlosusa@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
HUD HOMES! 2 Bed $151/month! 4 Bed $187/
month! More Homes Available! Grants For 
Qualified Buyers! 4% down, 30 years @ 8%! 
For Listings, 800-559-4145 xS951

INSTRUCTION
TRAIN FOR A HIGH-GROWTH MEDICAL 
CAREER, in less time. BRANFORD HALL 
CAREER INSTITUTE will train you! Medical 
Assistant, Health Claims Specialist, or Massage 
Therapist. CT CAMPUSES: BRANFORD, 
WINDSOR, SOUTHINGTON. Day/evening 
classes now forming. 1-800-959-7599, www.
branfordhall.edu

LAND FOR SALE
FLORIDA, MARCO ISLAND, Vacation Rentals/
Sales. Beachfront condos, private homes w/
pools. Enjoy warmth, relaxation & great beaches. 
Century 21 1st Southern Trust 800-618-8052 
www.c21marco.com

JAMESTOWN: Beautiful
waterviews, quarter acre 
with 3 bedroom design & 
plans. Contact 917-363-5657.

Mid winter Sale! Golf Homesites Just $89,900. 
MAKE NO PAYMENTS UNTIL 2008! Pristine 
wooded homesites. Spectacular golf commu-
nity. Mountains of SC. Limited time offer. Call 
866-334-3253, x1190

LOST & FOUND
FOUND: CELL PHONE, Sunday, February 4, on 
Capstan Street. Please call 423-2620 to identify. 
Leave message.

MISCELLANEOUS
BACK PAIN, DISC HERNIATION, SCIATICA? Get 
Relief. Call about our FDA approved non-surgi-
cal new technology procedure at South Shore 
Spinal Decompression Center 1-888-299-4431

FOR RENT

ISLAND REALTY

• Largest Selection of 
   Winter Rentals
• Immediate Occupancy
• Call Dan Shapiro, 423-2200

FOR SALE

2001 BMW 545i, black on black 
leather. Sport, cold weather 
packages. 18” wheels, logic7, 
loaded!!!. Low mileage, 25000K, 
garaged. Accurately maintained. 
Warranty (bumper-bumper). 
Great Condition in/out. Must 
sell, $39,500 obo. 887-827-3234.

BUILDING SALEÖFeb/March delivery or depos-
it holds till Spring. 25’x40’x12’ $4800. 
40’x60’x16’ $12,800. Front end optional. Rear 
end included. MANY OTHERS! Pioneer, 
1-800-668-5422 or www.pioneersteel.com
FOUR POSTER MAHOGANY double bedroom 
set w/mirror. Good condition, $400 or best offer. 
423-2528.
SAWMILLS from only $2,990.00óConvert your 
LOGS TO VALUABLE LUMBER with your own 
Norwood portable band sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.norwoodindustries.com 
ñFree information: 1-800-578-1363- Ext:300-N

HELP WANTED
#1 TRUCK DRIVING SCHOOL. Training Drivers 
for England, Swift & Werner. Dedicated Runs 
Available. Starting Salary $50,000+ Home 
Weekends! 1-800-883-0171 A-62
$22,000 ñ Love Pregnancy? Become a Surrogate! 
Make dreams come true. Carry someone else’s 
baby who can’t without help. Professional agen-
cy to support your journey. www.surrogateweb.
com
A Surrogate Mother Wanted: Established 
Surrogacy Program seeks loving women, 21-45, 
to carry couples biological babies, prior birth 
experience required, non-smokers, generous 
compensation, 1-888-363-9457 www.reproduc-
tivelawyer.com
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