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Conservation panel debates aquifer designation
By Robert Morton-Ranney

At its March 13 meeting, the 
Conservation Commission wel-
comed guests Ellen Winsor and 
Pat Bolger, who again asked for 
the support of the commission in 
their attempt to have the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
designate Conanicut Island as a 
Sole Source Aquifer (SSA). 

Winsor said their goal is to pro-
tect Jamestown’s water supply. 
She reported that 43 percent of the 
island’s population rely on the mu-
nicipal water system, and 57 per-
cent are on wells. 

Chairman Christopher Powell 
pointed out that many Jamestown-
ers don’t realize that all Jamestown 
water comes from the same source. 
They think the municipal water 
supply comes from one source and 
the well water from another, but 
this is not the case.

Winsor and Bolger stressed 
the importance of the educational 
component that SSA designation 
would bring, along with the aid of 
federal review when considering 
future projects undertaken with 
federal monies.

Powell said he has asked Town 
Administrator Bruce Keiser to 
check with other communities that 
have the designation, especially 
Block Island, Nantucket, and Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, to fi nd out what 
impact it has had. 

Winsor said she has spoken 
with offi cials on Block Island and 
Nantucket herself. Indications 
were that there was “no downside” 
and that there have been “no fed-
eral surprises.” 

A Block Island councilwoman 
sees it as protecting the interests of 
their permanent residents because, 
in her view, people who are new to 
their island don’t always have the 
same attitude about water, Winsor 
said. 

Powell asked Winsor and Bol-
ger to request that the text describ-
ing the heart of the proposal be 
posted on the town website for all 
to read.

In response to this issue, Com-
missioners Mark Baker and Cathy 
Roheim said they want to know 
more about the proposal, but won-
der whether there might be unin-
tended consequences.

Roheim said she worries about 
extra regulation. “It’s awfully hard 
to undesignate,” and she wonders 

about long-term issues around 
communal development needs. 

Roheim noted Massachusetts’ 
legislation barring solid waste 
sites in SSA-designated communi-
ties and wondered whether Rhode 
Island might follow suit and what 
it would mean for the Jamestown 
landfi ll.

“How does Nantucket deal with 
solid waste?” she asked. Bolger re-
plied that he was sure they “take it 
off,” the island. Commissioner Jen-
nifer Talancy said she is currently 
in full support of the designation, 
especially if the education portion 
plays out as described. Commis-
sioner Carol Trocki agreed, but 
also wondered why the designa-
tion is needed if the main goal is 
education.

Bolger replied that “the town is 
not taking action to move toward 
massive education and restric-
tions” that are town-wide and not 
just village-wide. He added that 
one of the biggest draws on water 
is the use of sprinkler systems on 
the north end and on Beavertail.

Powell noted that prior educa-
tion efforts have not been as vigor-
ous in recent years.

Winsor and Bolger both 
stressed that “naming it makes a 
difference,” and adds credibility to 
the entire enterprise.

Commissioner Patrick Driscoll 
addressed the long-term aspects 
of the designation. He also said 
he wondered what the linkage was 
between the push for an SSA des-
ignation and the other issues of the 
highway barn location and pos-
sible landfi ll closure. Powell said 
these had been linked in earlier 
correspondence.

Driscoll added that he knows 
an attorney who does work related 
to water conservation on Block Is-
land and he sees the designation as 
“a positive.”

The commission will consider 
the question further at its next 
meeting. Powell pointed out that 
he and Trocki are also members 
of the Water Resource Protection 
Committee, and it will certainly be 
addressed there as well.

The commission is fi nalizing 
plans for the Earth Day Shoreline 
Cleanup, on Saturday, April 21. 
Jamestowners will be invited to 
meet at the community center at 
8:30 a.m. Driscoll is coordinating.

The Conservation Commission: 

heard from Roheim that she will 
draft an advertisement to remind 
everyone about Rhode Island’s 
Farm, Forest, and Open Space Act, 
intended to conserve undeveloped 
land by reducing the tax burden of 
owners.

Powell said “the last thing we 
want is people having to sell their 
property because they can’t afford 
their taxes.”

The non-development commit-
ment is 15 years. Once this period 
is complete, it can be renewed or 
development can be undertaken 
without penalty.

Driscoll suggested tracking 
properties previously in the pro-
gram to see what happened after-
ward.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

• Learned from Talancy that 
mesh has been installed under the 
observation platform in the Sanc-
tuary. She noted that the trails are 
very muddy and may require irri-
gation bars. Powell suggested the 
dispersal of wood chips in some 
places, as well, and thought the 

scouts would be glad to help out.
• Heard from Trocki that fi nal 

word has not been received on the 
commission’s application for fund-
ing for the Round Marsh Restora-
tion Project, but “we should know 
in the next few weeks.”

• Baker reported that he will 
correct “some small errors” in the 
fi nal edition of the Trails Guide. 
Three thousand copies will be 
printed and the goal is to have 
them ready for the next meeting.

• Listened to a report from Pow-
ell that an Eagle Scout candidate is 
beginning the process of assem-
bling the necessary plans, permis-
sions and materials to carry out the 
Hull Cove right-of-way project.

• Heard from Driscoll that he 
will put an information packet 
together for the next meeting con-
cerning possible changes at Fort 

Getty.
The commission also made 

plans to pick up trash on the sec-
tion of North Main Road, between 
Westwind Drive and the Rt. 138 
overpass, for which it has this re-
sponsibility.

The commission has sent let-
ters to Save the Bay in support of 
its proposed eelgrass transplanta-
tion activities around Conanicut 
Island, and to the Harbor Manage-
ment Commission requesting that 
a scout be reimbursed for costs in-
curred in constructing a boat rack 
at Fort Getty.

It was also noted that a letter 
has been sent by the Coastal Re-
source Management Council to 
an owner of property on Decatur 
Avenue regarding the blocking of 
a designated right-of-way.


