By Adrienne Downing

The Bishop Hendricken boys
volleyball team is undefeated this
season, but on Friday night they
traveled to North Kingstown and
it looked as though the Skippers
were going to hand them their first
loss.

“It was atough loss because the
kids really thought that they were
going to win,” coach Joanne Fitts
said.

Both teams looked evenly
matched in game one. North never
trailed by more than three points
and tied the game six different
times.

They finaly pulled ahead per-
manently when aMichael Fanning
outside hit brought the scoreto 19-
18. A back row attack by Dan Ca-
hill, atip by Fanning and a double
block by Fanning and Dan Tisser
accounted for three of the final six
points and gave the Skippers the
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Skippers rise up in attempt to take a win from the Hendricken

Hawks at last week’s game.

win in game one.

Game two started solid, with
Mike Bessette scoring three
straight blocking points for the
Skippers. Hendricken was not hav-
ing success with their jump serve
early on, but started to hit their

Hanna Geib, at right, encourages fellow second-grader Emily

Tiexiera in the Melrose school Kentucky Derby.
Photo by Adrienne Downing

Island Kkids catch derby fever

By Adrienne Downing

The rest of the nation had to
wait until Saturday for the Ken-
tucky Derby, but the students at
Melrose Avenue School were able
to have their own derby on Friday
thanks to gym teacher Joe Ucci.

Ucci started the derby four years
ago asafun activity for thekids.

“The first year we did it, the
weather was cold and rainy but for
the last few years it has been very
nice and the kids have had a great
time,” Ucci said.

He sets the course up on the
Lawn Avenue field, and organizes
the children by grade and gender.

“We have first grade boys run
against first grade boys and girls
against girls, and we go like that
from grade to grade,” Ucci said.

Winning is not emphasized as
much as sportsmanship and hav-
ing agood time.

Although there are no official
awards, second grader Hanna Geib
would have won the sportsman-
ship award for her kindness to her

classmate.

Emily Tiexierawas still making
her way around the course when
many her classmates had returned
totheir placesin line after the race.
Someone in the crowd started a
cheer of “Emily, Emily” and Geib
ran across the course, took Emily
by the hand and raced by her side
to thefinish line.

Her gesture sparked a similar
circumstance in the fourth grade
race that followed.

When all the students had fin-
ished racing, Ucci offered a chal-
lenge to the teachers to participate.
The crowd cheered in delight and
chanted the names of their favorite
teachers as the faculty moved into
position at the starting line.

All of theteachersputin agood
show, but in the end first grade
teacher Kelly Speck managed to
hold off Ucci for the win.

“1 think it isagreat thing for the
kids and it redly is so cute when
the whole school is together,”
principal Kathy Almanzor said.
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mark half way through the game
and jumped to a 19-14 lead over
the Skippers. NK was able to pull
within two points, but a Hendrick-
en timeout alowed the Hawks to
ice a Skipper run and take game
two, 25-20 to even the match 1-1.

Fitts said two things her team
is working on are to improve on
passing and serve receiving. The
Skippers struggled to communi-
cate with each other in game three
and quickly found themselves
down by eight points.

“We havethe ability to pass, but
it is a concentration issue. Passing
is an attitude, actually,” the coach
said. “We were having difficulty
receiving the serve so then we
would have to rely on a good dig
to get usout of it.”

The Skippers were unable to
overcome the deficit and lost game
three 25-17.

The fourth game of the con-
test was where the home team’s
strengths really shined.

“We have a powerful offense
and are redlly strong in blocking
and hitting this year, and that is
what we did well in game four,”
Fittssaid.

The Skippers scored early and
often and even a Hendricken time-
out with the score 8-1 could not
stop North's raly. Aaron Hall-
Stinson hit two consecutive spikes,
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Skippersdrop a heartbreaker to Hendricken

which eluded Hendricken blockers
and North cruised to a 25-14 win.

“We really had the momentum
going and the kids played well,”
Fittssaid. “When we play like that
we can beat anybody.”

Communication problems once
again plagued the Skippers early
in game five. Jeff Siatti made one
save when the Skipperswere down
6-1, but a mishandled ball cost the
Skippers the point.

They were able to rally, but the
effort came too late in the short
game.

“We sort of lost our brains at
the beginning of that game and our
emotion went the other way,” Fitts
said, adding, “You can't afford to
do that in a 15-point game.”

The coach said that after the
loss, practices have centered
around passing and serve receiv-
ing and she sees improvement al-
ready.

Junior Jon-Michael Degidio, a
Jamestown resident and last year’'s
junior varsity captain, received
praise from the coach.

“JM is a great kid and he has
such a good attitude,” she said,
adding, “It is hard for the juniors
this year because they work hard
all week at practice and don’t a-
ways get alot of playing time be-
cause we have six seniors on the
team, but he always gives his al
no matter what.”

Theteamiscurrently 8-5andin
athree-way tiefor third place with
East Providence and Chariho.

“Despite acouple of tough loss-
es, we have had areally good sea-
son. Our focus over the next three
weeks is to strengthen those areas
that need it and get ready for the
playoffs,” Fitts concluded. “The
kids are redly starting to believe
that they can go all the way and |
think we are peaking at the right
time.”

They will host Cranston East
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 14,
and travel to Cranston West on
Wednesday, May 16, at 6:30 p.m.
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RYAN’S
MARKET

Our 120th Year

www.ryansmarket.com
Specials good through 05/15/07
Hours: M-W 8:30-6,
Th-F 8:30-7, Sat 8:30-6, Sun 9-2
VOTED RHODE ISLAND'S BEST MEAT MARKET
IN 2006 BY R.I. MONTHLY.

RYAN'S ICE CREAM PARLOR SERVING
BRICKLEY'S ICE CREAM IS NOW OPEN!

MEAT All BEEF USDA PRIME or Choice
Round Cube Steaks.........occocceerrrscvreeee $3.79/1b

Bottom Round Roasts. $3.59/1b
Ryan’s Chuck Hamburger 88-90% lean......52.75/1b
Soup Shanks $2.35/lb
Round Stew Beef $3.25/Ib
Boneless Pork Chops........ccccoovvvrverrerennn $2.95/1b
Boneless and Skinless Chicken Breasts.........52.29/1b

FRESH SEAFOOD
Narragansett Bay Little Necks....................... $2.95/lb

Flounder Fillets $8.75/h

FRESH FROM OUR KITCHEN & DELI
Roasted Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes and

Gravy. $3.95/ea
Heatand Eat New York System Weiners.......... 3for$3.50
Ryan's Own Tuna Salad.......occcoocrrereen $4.99/1b
Fresh Mozzarella, Plum Tomato and
BasilSalad $3.79/lh
Ryan's Own Tangy Cole Slaw........cccccon...... $2.69/lb
Ryan's Own Old Fashioned Rice Pudding........53.95/1b
PRODUCE
Super Cucumbers 2/51.00
Crisp Granny Smith Apples...........ooooocvereeecn 99¢lh
Bananas 39¢lb
GreenPeppers 99¢lh
Idaho 5 Ib. Bag Potatoes..........cccccccccccrrrrrreee $1.99
1 Ib. Bagged Carrofs..........ocoocccerecscrrreerree 2/51.00

70 Brown Street, Wickford
294-9571 or 667-7622
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Much, kuch Mornal

2007 Civic LX sedan

B Utormaatic

e

1350 Wast Main Rd, Middletown, Al

401-847-4737
www.SACCUCCIcom




