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W E E K LY  S P E C I A L S
SMIRNOFF VODKA 750ml All Flavors $11.75

GOSLING'S DARK & STORMY PACK                    
750ml Rum and Barritts Ginger Beer

ALICE WHITE OR LINDEMAN'S 
CHARDONNAY 1.5ltr

BUD OR BUD LIGHT 30 Pack Cans $20.75

VIRGIN ISLANDS PALE ALE CASE 24 Bottles $27.75

MILLER LITE 12 Pack Cans $9.75

$14.00

$9.75

Hands-down, the Finest Wine Selection in Jamestown

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Kitchen

Kitchen Remodel by

Exploring the costs and benefits of wind energy
By Michaela Kennedy

Technical, environmental and 
fi nancial considerations were fo-
cuses of presentations by consul-
tants at the June 12 meeting of 
the Wind Energy Committee. The 
committee listened to expert ad-
vice on proceeding with a feasibil-
ity study to bring the renewable 
energy source to Jamestown.

Omay Elphick, deputy direc-
tor of People’s Power and Light 
(PP&L), urged the committee to 
move quickly and effi ciently to 
defi ne their motivation for explor-
ing wind energy possibilities. He 
acknowledged the charge of the 
committee was wind as a resource, 
but suggested other sustainable re-
newable energy possibilities may 
be worth examining.

Elphick explained that PP&L 
“consistently goes after renewable 
energy certifi cates.”  

The energy consumers’ alliance 
buys green energy and sells it to 
consumers.

The non-profi t organization 
does feasibility studies, and wants 
the ability to bid, according to El-
phick. 

He listed permitting and con-
tracting as technical elements to 
include in a study for wind energy. 
Ownership structure encompasses 
land leases, as well as energy con-
tracts, that may be town, developer 
or operator owned. “There are nu-
merous contracts that can affect 
the lifetime of your project,” he 
said.

The island should evaluate rev-
enue models, which may allow 
a municipality to pay wholesale 
prices for energy, or avoid some 

costs. A discussion ensued about 
renewable energy certifi cates 
(RECs), also known as green tags, 
renewable energy credits, or trad-
able renewable credits. The credits 
are the property rights to the envi-
ronmental benefi ts from generating 
electricity from renewable energy 
sources. These certifi cates can be 
sold and traded, and the owner of 
the REC can legally claim to have 
purchased renewable energy, the 
consultant explained.

Elphick warned that towns can 
not benefi t from federal produc-
tion tax credits. “Investors that are 
tax hungry can benefi t. You want 
to make sure someone gets the 
benefi t, so that benefi t is passed on 
to you,” he said.

As a town, fi nancing avenues 
are different from a private entity, 
and fi xed costs for 25 years offer 
many benefi ts. Elphick named 
John Deere and General Electric 
as examples of companies that are 
commercially competitive in wind 
energy. “It’s big business now, a 
capital project,” he said.

Elphick also addressed engi-
neering details, such as soil, grid 
interconnections and turbine in-
stallation. He suggested making 
an environmental assessment be-
fore putting too much money into 
a project. “Take ground soil into 
consideration, such as whether 
there is rock or a landfi ll.” 

The speaker talked about ba-
sics when considering how large 
a structure to build. He noted that 
wind speed increases exponen-
tially with increase in height, and 
turbulence decreases. He showed 
a view of mid- to large- scale tur-

bine economics, where 90 percent 
of the turbine cost cannot be con-
trolled. He went on to show 20 
year averages that demonstrated 
savings by turbine size. “Bigger is 
better,” he said.

Elphick suggested taking a 
close look at how much energy 
the town consumes. “It’s easier to 
reduce than to build energy capac-
ity,” he added.

The last but not least point El-
phick made was to pay attention 
to public acceptance. Noise is eas-
ily addressed through noise stud-
ies and newer turbine designs, he 
said.

Regarding views, he suggested 
sponsoring trips to existing tur-
bines. Some critics worry about 
property values, but studies have 
shown turbines enhance views, 
and in turn increase property val-
ues. Elphick noted that some of 
the most appealing development 
packages involve private compa-
nies. He saw nothing wrong with 
having for-profi t developers, “but 
public benefi t should be defi ned 
early.”

He encouraged committee 
members to visit other projects, 
such as Portsmouth Abbey, Mass 
Maritime Academy, and turbines 
built in nearby Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.

“Get people who are curious 
and visit,” he said. 

Also offering their expertise 
at the meeting were Daniel Men-
delsohn from Applied Technology 
Network, and Dennis Loria who 
was project manager for Rhode 
Island Winds project. They agreed 
with Elphick that engineering and 
environmental aspects should be 
given focus, but stressed that aes-

thetics is the principal concern.
Mendelsohn and Loria gave the 

following criteria for consideration 
in site selection:
• Wind speed
• Nearby loads
• Total area available
• Nearest receptor
• How to tie in to a distribution 

system
• Environmental sensitivity 

They suggested the criteria 
be incorporated into a feasibility 
study. 

Loria noted that the state was 
currently focusing on offshore 
wind projects. He suggested the 

committee keep an eye on legisla-
tion that would affect wind energy 
costs.

“Forming a municipal utility is 
diffi cult, expensive and compli-
cated,” he said.

They added ideas to points al-
ready discussed. An environmental 
analysis should include studies of 
bird migration paths or other effects 
to wildlife. An economic analysis 
should look for costs over time. 
“Having predictable energy costs is 
important to businesses and towns,” 
Loria said, adding that public per-
ception and education were also 
crucial to an economic analysis.

The Fourth of July means many 
things to many people. It is the an-
niversary of an insanely courageous 
act of defi ance. It was treason to the 
British. It represents the establish-
ment of a great nation and a great 
democracy. It means families and 
picnics. It means parades and fl ags. 
And, it represents the resolve and 
valor of Americans throughout the 
last 231 years.

The 2007 Jamestown fi reworks, 
brought to you by you and the Rock-
et Dawgz, are dedicated to those that 
know freedom is not free: the fami-

lies and loved ones of our service-
men and women in the Middle East 
and throughout the world who have 
paid the ultimate price for freedom.

It is the Rocket Dawgz’ last year 
to celebrate with “the rocket’s red 
glare…” and they are proud to mark 
the 4th in grand fashion and in re-
membrance of our troops who have 
ensured our independence for ages 
to come.

Send your donation to: Fireworks 
Fund, PO Box 1776, Jamestown, RI 
02835 or donate on-line at www.
jamestownri.com/fi reworks.

Make fireworks donations now


