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HEALTH INSURANCE
for

Individuals
Families
and the

Self-Employed

AFFORDABLE
FLEXIBLE

423-3605

Gaylin Cordes

K R I S T I N E S .  T R O C K I
R E S O L V E S D I S P U T E S I N

T H E F O L L O W I N G A R E A S :

P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y

A U T O A C C I D E N T S

P R O D U C T L I A B I L I T Y

M E D I C A L M A L P R A C T I C E

W R O N G F U L D E A T H

L A N D L O R D / T E N A N T

E M P L O Y M E N T D I S C R I M I N A T I O N

W R O N G F U L D I S C H A R G E

M I N O R C R I M I N A L O F F E N S E S

D I V O R C E  M E D I A T I O N

B U S I N E S S  &  C O N T R A C T D I S P U T E S

C O L L E C T I O N S

3 8  N a r r a g a n s e t t  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  D ,  J a m e s t o w n ,  R I  0 2 8 3 5

tel  401.423.3390  fax 401.423.3370 kst@trocki law.com

PPOO-030996

PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

Don’t let these tokens keep you from the 
best deal on a new or used Toyota.

We supply the tokens every time you visit us!

Phone 847-1144 • Fax 847-4559
285 East Main Rd, Middletown

NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am-8 pm

Fri. & Sat. 7:30 am-6 pm

www.toyotaofnewport.com                        e-mail: sales@toyotaofnewport.com

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
For Toyota only $24.95

While you wait!
Only at Toyota of Newport.

If You Purchase Your 

Vehicle From Us 

You’ll Receive 

LOANER CARS

When In For Service

NO CHARGE!

We’ll Even Pick UpYour Vehicle ForService & Leave You A Loaner VehicleNO CHARGE!
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New Tapas-style Menu
Come Enjoy Our Outdoor Deck!

Full Bar
$1.50 Draft Beer on Sunday

Open 5:00pm for Dinner
Tuesday through Sunday

We cater in-house and off-site private parties

1814 Boston Neck Road • Saunderstown, RI 02874
www.valunari.com • 401.667.4999

Upholstery 

Wallpaper

Wool Carpeting

Fabrics & Trims

849.8641
926 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

Monday - Friday • 9am - 5pm
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Corrected history 
of lot 47

In reading Tom Shelvin’s syn-
opsis of the Highway Barn vote, 
I noticed two technical errors re-
garding the history of this issue. 
First, he mentioned that Lot 47 was 
“purchased by the town specifi cal-
ly for the purpose of constructing 
a public works facility.” That is 
not true. Back in 1987, the meet-
ing minutes from when that pur-
chase was made states that the lot 
was purchased for the purpose of 
constructing a public works facil-
ity or providing a buffer between 
the landfi ll and abutting residen-
tial lots. Clearly, Lot 47 was pur-
chased to serve one of two options 
under consideration at that time. 
Back then, there were no homes on 
Prospect Avenue, nor was it even 
a developed road. Today, there are 
three new beautiful homes there, 
which are all less than ten years 
old. If used for anything, now that 
this neighborhood is developed 
with residences, Lot 47 should be 
regarded more as a need for buffer 
between this beautiful new neigh-
borhood and the old closed land-
fi ll. Second, the vote back in 2004 
was not a vote to overwhelmingly 
reject Taylor Point as a site for the 
Highway Barn, as noted in the arti-
cle in last week’s paper. That vote 

was merely a rejection of the bud-
get amount for putting a Highway 
Barn at Taylor Point, not a rejec-
tion of the site as a location for the 
facility. Had the design for Taylor 
Point been refi ned to more reason-
able and less expensive facility 
attributes that vote for approving 
the funding by the residents may 
have passed. The public deserves 
to know the true history on this 
topic.

Dave Lussier
Middletown

Workers deserve 
more credit

I realize the diffi culty report-
ers face when covering the various 
town meetings. They must assimi-
late a great deal of detailed informa-
tion, separate the important from the 
unimportant, and try and report this 
accurately. Mistakes are made, and I 
normally would overlook this.

However, the report on the June 
19th Tree Preservation and Protec-
tion Committee meeting was un-
fair to Jamestown’s Department 
of Public Works employees and, I 
feel, must be corrected. 

Among their many duties, these 
town employees plant and main-
tain trees on the rights-of-ways and 
public lands in Jamestown. They 
do this in a highly professional 
manner. In fact, one employee is a 
licensed arborist.  

This past spring they planted a 
total of 20 trees, purchased with 
Federal funds through a state 

“America the Beautiful” grant. 
They have diligently maintained 
these trees and recently replanted 
a number that were received in 
poor condition from the nursery 
and were replaced at no cost to the 
town. 

To survive trees need moisture. 
You can easily spot new trees on 
rights-of-way since each has a 
green water bag, known as a ga-
tor bag, these were attached by 
DPW employees and are designed 
to precisely water trees when there 
is no rain.

During the meeting a member 
raised a proper question: are the 
bags regularly being refi lled. It is 
impossible to tell simply by look-
ing since the bags deliver water 
directly to the tree roots in just a 
few hours. The member asking the 
question was asked to check with 
the DPW. He checked and as will 
be reported at the next meeting, 
has been assured that every tree in 
town is being watered on a regular 
schedule.

This is not “news.” The DPW 
has been planting and maintain-
ing tress in town for years. Their 
efforts are a principal reason why 
the town has been designated a 
“Tree City” every year for the past 
fi ve years. That is news, but was 
largely overlooked. The article 
instead emphasized the fact that 
a “packet” of material about the 
award went to the town Council 
and not the Committee. That is a 
trivial matter. The packet consists 
mainly of stickers to update the 
Tree City road signs and literature 
for the public about the program. 

What you should have reported 
was that only eleven towns and 
cities in Rhode Island achieved 
“Tree City” status this year and 

Jamestown is the smallest Tree 
City town in the state, thanks to 
the efforts of the Jamestown DPW 
employees. 

James Rugh, Chairman
Tree Preservation and
Protection Committee

Hunt benefit a 
huge success!

Thanks to so many generous 
Jamestowners and off islanders 
who made our day a huge success. 

A delectable spread of food 
was provided by East Ferry Deli, 
L’Osteria, Trattoria Simpatico, the 
PAC Club, Chopmist Charlie’s, Pe-
king Garden, Oyster Bar, Trisha’s 
Tropi Grill, House of Pizza, Nar-
ragansett Café, Dan Capuano, and 
Dolores Calabrese. An abundance 
of raffl e prizes and gift certifi cates 
were donated by local businesses 
and private citizens. It took awhile 
to raffl e off more than eighty gifts. 
Garda, the RI Irish State Trooper 
band, added to the festivities and 
kept us pleasantly entertained. 
Thanks to Dan Alexander for al-
lowing us to use his venue for 
our event. All in all it was one of 
the best events I’ve ever been in-
volved in. We raised over $5,000 
to assist Phil Hunt in his journey 
to recovery. We live in one of the 
fi nest towns in Rhode Island if not 
in the whole United States. Thanks 
to everyone involved for being a 
Jamestown “Fun” Raiser.   

Pam Baserman
Benefi t co-coordinator

Kelly argued that a catch basin could 
be built to provide the fi re department 
with additional resources in the event 
of a fi re in the north end. 

Councilman Michael Schnack 
echoed Kelly’s sentiments and added 
that the threat of lawsuits or the loss 
of popularity would not infl uence his 
decision. Schnack said that the reports 
he had seen by both the state and the 
town did not indicate that a highway 
barn facility at Lot 47 would be a 
threat to residents’ wells or the town’s 
water supply. In fact, citing residential 
activities such as boat washing and 
chemical-laden lawn and garden main-
tenance, Schnack argued that “the big-
gest threat to our wells” is homeown-
ers themselves. 

“I’ve looked at both sides; I’ve vis-
ited both sides” Schnack said “I believe 
that the best location is at Lot 47.” 

Council Vice President Julio Di-
Giando, who had been an opponent 
of the 2004 plan to site the highway 
barn at lower Taylor Point, disagreed. 
In a decision that he said was based on 
three factors: locating the barn where 
it can’t be seen, where it won’t impact 
the neighborhood, and where there are 
no environmental concerns, DiGiando 
joined with Szepatowski in supporting 
the upper Taylor Point property.

“I couldn’t support lower Taylor 
Point” DiGiando said, “but I can sup-
port upper Taylor Point.”

With an evenly divided vote, Coun-
cil President David Long, also an oppo-
nent of the 2004 Taylor Point plan said 
his position was well known. “I have 
always been a supporter of Lot 47,” he 
said. “However…we have a site on up-
per Taylor Point that will work.”

With that, Long cast his support 
for locating the highway barn facility 
at Taylor Point and urged voters to ap-
prove the referendum in order for the 
town to move on. “Every day we wait, 
the cost goes up” he said. 

Visibly exacerbated by the years 
of contentious debate and inestimable 
delays, Long leveled blame for the 
project’s hold up on “fear tactics” used 
by the North End Concerned Citizens. 
“The North End Concerned Citizens, 
in a mean-spirited way, played on peo-
ple’s fears…and I am angered by the 
hell they’ve put the town through all 
these years,” he said. However, Long 
said that he had to put aside his person-
al feelings and “do what is responsible 
and right for the town.” 

Still, Long lamented the divisions 
the barn facility had created on the is-
land and evoked one of the concerns 
expressed by north end residents in his 
remarks. “In a way, a toxic plume was 
released in the town.”

Concluding, Long said that he 
hoped the town could now begin to 
move past the highway barn saga. 
“There’s a whole lot more to life; a 
whole lot more to be done in James-
town,” he said.  

Vote
Continued from page 6


