Hillary support growing

By Bruce Sundlin

| support Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton for the Democratic nomination
for President, and | believe she
will win both the nomination and
the Presidency. However, with two
quarters of 2007 behind us and just
6 monthsto go until the lowa Cau-
cuses, it'sagood timeto seewhere
Hillary stands and why.

Thebottom line? Hillary’s el ec-
toral strength has grown in the last
quarter, and she’s better positioned
today to win and become the next
president. Recent polls have her at
or near 40% with leads of 15-20
points over her nearest competi-
tors.

Hillary’s support in the last few
months has strengthened, in both
key states and in the general elec-
tion. The debates have been key to
where voters get to see the candi-
dates side by side and they have
shown by comparison just how
ready Hillary is to be President.
She has the strength and experi-
ence to make change happen.

The latest Newsweek poll, re-
leased after the second quarter
fundraising, showed Hillary’s lead
in the Democratic primary nearly
doubled, from 12 points in May
to 23 points now. Hillary's favor-
ability has risen to 57% among all
Americans, and they show over-
whelmingly that voters think she
has the experience to be a good
President (70%). Nearly two thirds
say they will vote for her (62%).

Hillary leads top Republican
Rudy Giuliani by 7 points (51% to
44%) in the last Newsweek poll,
up from just 3 points a month ago.
Hillary leads Giuliani in all the oth-
er national polls-CNN, Fox, Gal-
lup, Newsweek, NBC/Wall Street
Journal, Quinnipiac and Cook/RT
Strategies. Interestingly, Hillary
is tied or ahead of Giuliani in the
key states where Democrats|ost in
both 2000 and 2004, Florida, Ohio
and West Virginia.

Hillary’s support is highest
among key voter groups, who
make up the core of the Democrat-

ic coalition: women, Hispanics,
African-Americans, Strong Dem-
ocrats, and lower, middle income
and working families. Her lead in
the Democratic primary widens to
29 points among non-whites.

In recent election cycles, any
time a candidate who's had as
much as 35% or 40% of the vote
consistently across pollsinamulti-
candidatefield, that candidate goes
on to win the nomination. The re-
cent polls are:

CBS News June 26-28: HRC
48/Obama 24/Edwards 11

Cook/RT Strategies June 21-23:
HRC 35/0Obama 24/Edwards 15

CNN June 22-24: HRC 43/
Obama 25/Edwards 17

Fox June 26-27: HRC 47/
Obama 21/Edwards 13

Gdlup June 4-24: HRC 41/
Obama 24/Edwards 14

NBC/WSJ June 8-11: HRC 39/
Obama 25/Edwards 15

Newsweek June 20-21: HRC
43/Obama 14/Edwards 14

Why has Hillary’s lead grown
as voters are exposed to al candi-
dates?

Debates: Each time the voters
have had the opportunity to com-
pare the candidates head to head
in a debate, Hillary comes out the
overwhelming winner. In the June
28 Democratic debate in Washing-
ton D.C., 27 out of 33 participants
inaLuntz Maslansky group (81%)
said Hillary won, compared with
just two (6%) for her closest com-
petitor.

Hillary wasal sotheoverwhelm-
ing winner in the New Hampshire
debate: among all Democratic
primary voters:. HRC 45/Obama
8/Edwards 4/Richardson 3/Biden
3. Among Democratic voters who
watched the debate: HRC 47/
Obama 11/Edwards 6/Richardson
4/Biden 3.

There will be another debate
every month from now until the
end of the year, and each debate
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provides Hillary with another op-
portunity to demonstrate her expe-
rience, talk about her record on the
issues, and show voters why she's
the best qualified to be president.
The reason for Hillary’s growing
support is that voters want change,
and they know that only Hillary
has the record of fighting for the
kind of change they want, and the
experience to execute it. On June
8-11, the NBC/Wall Street Journal
poll showed 61% of Democrats and
Democratic primary voterssaid that
Hillary would bring real change to
the direction of the country.

In the early primary states
Hillary’slead is growing while the
other leading contenders continue
to lose support.

New Hampshire primary (Suf-
folk University): HRC 37/Obama
19/Edwards 9/Richardson 9.

South CarolinaPrimary (ARG):
HRC 37/Edwards 22/Obama 21.
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Nevada Caucus (Mason Dix-
on): HRC 39/0Obama 17/Edwards
12/Richardson 7.

lowaHillary’slocked in acom-
petitivebattle. lowaCaucus(ARG)
HRC 32/Edwards 29/0Obama 13/
Richardson 5.

In each primary state with the
most votes, Hillary has an over-
whelming lead:

Florida (Quinnipiac), June 18-
25: HRC 43/Obama 16/Edwards
11/Richardson 2.

Cdlifornia (PPIC), June 12-19:
HRC 41/Obama 25/Edwards 12/
Richardson 3.

New York/Siena, June 18-21:
HRC 43/Gore 19/0Obama 11/Ed-
wards 9/Richardson 1.

Ohio (Quinnipiac), June 18-25:
HRC 40/Edwards 12/Gore 12/
Obama 12.

Pennsylvania  (Quinnipiac),
June 18-25: HRC 22/Obama 18/
Gore 16/Edwards 7.

Texas (Lyceum), April 26-May
7: HRC 33/0Obama 21/Gore 10/Ed-
wards 8/Richardson 3.

General election: Every major
poll now shows Hillary leading
Rudy Giuliani:

CNN, June 22-24; HRC 49/Gi-
uliani 44.

Fox, June 26-27: HRC 39/Giu-
liani 37/Bloomberg 7.

Gallup, June 4-24: HRC 50/Gi-
uliani 45.

Newsweek, June 20-21: HRC
51/Giuliani 44.

NBC/WSJ, June 8-11: HRC 48/
Giuliani 43.

Quinnipiac, June 5-11: HRC
45/Giuliani 44.

If you have any other candidate
with poll support, write it up.

The writer isaformer governor
of Rhode Island and a resident of
Jamestown.
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