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Ad paid for by the Taxpayers for a Sensible Highway Barn.

Did you know?
About the proposed Highway Barn at 
Taylor Point.....

You have a choice. Vote reject August 28. 

• The Highway Department must drive to 
their outdoor storage yard at the north 
end daily. That’s 5 miles from Taylor 
Point and about 50 yards from Lot 47. 

So why should we spend $200,000 
extra to build the barn at a site that 
is going to cause the Highway 
Department major operational 
problems for generations to come? 

Are we so afraid of a rumored, frivolous 
lawsuit that we’ll make a decision this 
bad?

• The Town would buy 6000 square feet 
of land from the Bridge Authority for 
$97,500. That comes to over $700,000 
an acre.

• The Town Administrator told the Council 
on April 9th that site development costs 
at Taylor Point would be $98,000  more 
than at Lot 47. This is in addition to the 
land costs.

• The Bridge Authority wants the town 
to reimburse “certain expenses” ... we 
have no idea how much that might be.

• We may have to shingle the outside 
of the barn (per the Bridge Authority), 
another extra cost at Taylor Point.
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The
Highway 

Dept’s one-acre 
outdoor storage 

yard is here.

If the 
highway 
barn is at 

Taylor Point, 
it would be 

here.

Lot 47 
is here.

So vote to REJECT the Taylor Point 
Highway Barn on August 28.

Legal Notices

Continued frpm previous page

contains 1.5 acres.

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING
BOARD OF REVIEW

THOMAS GINNERTY, CHAIRMAN
Fred Brown, Zoning Officer

This meeting location is accessible 
to the physically challenged.  Hearing 
or speech impaired individuals requir-
ing the services of an interpreter should 
call 1-800-745-5555 not less than 3 
business days prior to the meeting.

(Aug. 2, Aug. 9, Aug. 16)

JAMESTOWN SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE

August 14, 2007
7:00 PM Business Meeting

Lawn Library
AGENDA

Call to Order and 
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
1.0 Public Forum
2.0 Consent Agenda

2.1 Personnel
a. Request for Leave
b. Resignations

     c. Appointments 
3.0 New Business

3.1 Discussion of Superintendent-
School Committee Communication

4.0 Public Forum
5.0 Adjournment

Upcoming Meetings:
August 23, 2007 Business Mtg. @ 

7PM in Lawn Library
September 6, 2007  Workshop Mtg. @ 

7PM in Lawn Library
September 20, 2007  Business Mtg. @ 

7PM in Lawn Library
Any agenda changes will be posted at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. Individuals 
requesting interpreter services for the hear-
ing impaired must call 423-7020 forty-eight 
(48) hours in advance of the meeting date.  
Robert B. Power, Superintendent

Controlling the Jamestown building boom
By Sam Bari

If national statistics are to be 
believed, most of the country is 
experiencing a building and real 
estate slump. However, just the 
opposite appears to be happening 
in every area of Conanicut Island.

According to Town Planner 
Lisa Bryer, 10 commercial prop-
erties are either being considered 
for development or are already 
involved in the development pro-
cess. Town building offi cial Fred 
Brown said that the number of ap-
plications to build new homes is as 
high as it has ever been during his 
17- years on the job.

Bryer said that the applications 
are primarily falling into two cat-
egories, commercial development 
proposals, and high groundwater 
applications in the Jamestown 
Shores, in non-conforming areas. 
She said more commercial devel-
opment proposals have come to 
her desk this year than in the last 
fi ve years combined.

She also said that people “want 
to initiate specifi c businesses, or 
at least discuss the types of busi-
nesses that would be acceptable on 
properties for sale in the commer-
cial district. Of those properties, 
three are residences that would be 
converted into businesses.” She 
added that a number of the prop-
erties are being considered for re-
building existing structures.

She went on to say that the 
planning commission is going to 
re-defi ne the standards for com-
mercial development based on the 
community’s vision for the down-
town area. She said that she felt it 
was important to be “very clear 
about what is acceptable and what 

is not.”
Bryer attributed the new indi-

vidual sewage disposal systems 
(ISDS) now being approved by the 
state as the primary contributing 
factor for the high increase in ap-
plications to build homes in non-
conforming areas.

Brown concurred with Bryer 
about the new ISDS technology 
now deemed acceptable by the 
state for giving property owners of 
“formerly unbuildable lots, reason 
to believe they can develop those 
properties.”

However, Brown went on to 
say that ISDS was only one fac-
tor in the equation for a property 

to be eligible for development. 
“When the bottomless sand fi lter 
(BSF) technology for ISDS be-
came available a few years back, 
the town wrote ordinance number 
314 to regulate development in 
high groundwater areas. They also 
hired Justin Jobin, an expert in the 
fi eld, to administer the ordinance,” 
Brown said.

He emphasized that just be-
cause the state decided to accept 
innovative and alternative technol-
ogy for disposal systems on prop-
erties they originally denied, does 
not guarantee a free pass to prop-
erty development, particularly in 
the area of the Jamestown Shores. 

He also noted that the ordinance 
was not designed to stop develop-
ment, but was written to control 
development.

Brown explained that the or-
dinance was written in two parts 
to assure water quality protection 
and control storm water run-off. 
He said that the town also initiated 
a wastewater management pro-
gram that mandates homeowners 
to maintain their septic systems. 
“Justin Jobin enforces this pro-
gram,” he said.

Brown said, “In most cases of 
people complaining about their 
wells being contaminated, they 
caused the contamination them-
selves through faulty septic sys-
tems.”

Additionally, landowners must 
understand that decisions for al-
lowing or not allowing develop-
ment are made with the primary 
consideration being “impact on the 
area,” Brown said.

Developing any piece of proper-
ty affects surface water runoff, and 
each new home adds more people 
to the area. This means more traf-
fi c, more energy consumption, and 
more demands on the infrastruc-
ture. “Add a new development 
with a number of homes and the 
impact is enormous,” Brown said.

“The town is not going to deny 
anyone their rights to build a home 
on their property if the design fi ts 
the criteria,” Brown said. “But the 
governing rule is to develop with 
the least amount of impact. So 
the watchword for anyone want-
ing to build, particularly in a high 
groundwater area in Jamestown is, 
‘think small.’”


