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Youth volleyball
league in session

The Jamestown Recreation De-
partment will host an open-play
youth volleyball program on Tues-
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Lawn Avenue School gym. The
league is open to teens and adults.
Netters are encouraged to come
ready to play. The league is not in-
structional. For more information,
contact the Jamestown Recreation
Department at 423-7260.

Bridge history
lecture set

Jamestown historian Sue Maden
will tell the history of the Jamestown
Bridge in a lecture at the James-
town library on Wednesday, Feb. 6
at 7 p.m. The talk coincides with a
month long exhibit entitled James-
town Bridge 1940-2007 Concept to
Demolition that will showcase the
67-year history of the bridge — from
its planning, construction, operation,
closure, and demolition. The exhibit

is a project of the Jamestown Histor-
ical Society and the Public Archeol-
ogy Lab (PAL) in collaboration with
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, the Rhode Island Department
of Transportation, and the Rhode
Island Historical Preservation and
Heritage Commission and was de-
veloped by PAL under contract to
Gordon R. Archibald, Engineers,
Inc. Photographs by Matt Kierstead,
Alyssa Wood, and Rob Brewster
will depict the bridge’s demolition.
For more information on the exhibit
and to register for the lecture, call
294-3306, ext. 3.

JCC announces
concert dates

Island residents are asked to mark
their calendar for the Jamestown
Community Chorus’ annual spring
concert to be held the evening of
Friday, May 2, and the afternoon of
Sunday, May 4, at the Central Bap-
tist Church.

The concert is entitled “The
Jamestown Community Chorus
Goes to the Movies.”
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ast Wednesday, Jan. 16,
Lseven teens and 25 adults

attended the first meeting
of 2008, to build an animal shelter
for Jamestown. With an additional
11 people e-mailing their interest,
the animals have 50 solid work-
ers ready to finally bring a much-
needed and much-discussed proj-
ect to fruition.

For some time, Jamestown has
not had a shelter for 24-hour care
and keeping of animals. The town
maintains a seasonal kennel be-
hind the old “Town Offices” at 44
Southwest Ave. However, animals
requiring quarantine or holding
later than 8 p.m., must be trans-
ported to the NSrfduksngstown
Animal Shelter, or to the Potter
League in Middletown. Often
space was lacking at these shel-
ters. In 2000, the staff of Paws
and Claws began assisting the
town by caring for animals whose
owners were identifiable, were
up-to-date on all vaccines, and
who were only nuisance or leash
law violators. This has continued
to the present.

Weekly, at least one animal,
usually a cat, is picked up as a
stray. Finding their owners has
been difficult. Most cats don’t
wear collars and tags as required
by state law, and are not micro-
chipped. Often, they are in need of
medical attention from a wound,
bad teeth, or being hit by a car.
Thanks to the Paws and Claws Pet
Fund and the Jamestown Humane
Society, 96 percent of the domes-
ticated animals found received
medical care. The remaining ei-
ther died due to injuries or were
too sick to treat. Since 2000, over
500 healthy and unwanted James-
town pets have found new homes
due to the efforts of the Town’s
Animal Control Officer, Paws and
Claws and the Jamestown Hu-
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mane Society.

In late 2004, a group of ani-
mal lovers approached the town
about using the garage located
adjacent to the seasonal kennel at
44 Southwest Ave. for an animal
shelter. After numerous meet-
ings with the town and interested
volunteers, the Jamestown Town
Council approved the use of the
building.

Unfortunately, the teens were
in a similar position. As a result,
the garage at 44 Southwest Ave.
was considered as a potential site
for a teen center. By the time the
town decided that building would
not work, the property was chosen
as the future site for Jamestown’s
Affordable Housing Project.

It’s 2008, and Jamestown’s
pets still have no island site to
be housed if they are lost, aban-
doned, or in need of quarantine.
As Pearl Gonzales, the Potter
League’s kennel manager recent-
ly said, “It’s ridiculous for James-
town to be spending an hour mak-
ing a round trip to bring an animal
to us. Jamestown needs their own
shelter.”

No area of the town exists
where an animal shelter is al-
lowed under zoning regulations.
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Additionally, there is no vacant
site owned by the town awaiting
this use. Animal shelters are often
associated with barking dogs. The
logistics of finding a town-owned
site, located in an area where the
sound of a barking dog will not
incite constant complaints is dif-
ficult. At the meeting held on
Jan. 16, a few possibilities were
discussed. One in particular looks
promising and is being discussed
with town officials. This site
houses a beautiful brick building,
which may or may not be used for
town storage. It is located in an
area where barking dogs would
not offend anyone.

“Early on” and quick conver-
sation have occurred with both
Numi Mitchell, who heads the
coyote program; and Christopher
Powell of the osprey study to in-
corporate and house both of those
projects in the same building. This
would provide a “Nature Center”
dedicated to education and respect
for all animals. A presentation
requesting the use of this site is
planned for the Jamestown Town
Council on Feb. 25.

There are many hurdles to
bring this project from a dream to
reality. Thanks to the generosity
of attorney Emily Chamberlain, a
non-profit corporation is being in-
corporated for the animal shelter.
Applications are being accepted
for the Board of Directors.

Fund-raising is a must for this
project. To that end, a meeting
with the Rhode Island Foundation
is set for Feb. 2008, a yard sale
is planned for May 2008, and the
first “Black-tie Doggie Ball” will
occur in July 2008. The town’s fi-
nance director, Christina Collins,
has also set up two accounts to ac-
cept tax-deductible donations for
either the care of stray and aban-
doned animals, or for construc-
tion of the animal shelter.

If you are interested in be-
ing part of this project, either as
a member of the Board of Di-
rectors, or as a volunteer please
call 354-9200, or e-mail us at
RIpawsclaws@aol.com. The next
meeting will be held at the James-
town library, at 7 p.m., on Feb. 6.
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