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His leadership, character 
and perseverance speak 
to us today - not simply 

to our political leaders, but to all of 
us. In observing our political sys-
tem today, he might wonder wheth-
er it inhibits or encourages people 
of character and vision to engage in 
it and seek public offi ce.”

Those are the words of Fred Zil-
ian and he was writing about Abra-
ham Lincoln. A Lincoln imperson-
ator, Zilian will be appearing at the 
Jamestown library next Tuesday 
as the l6th president’s birthday ap-
proaches on Feb. 12.

“An Hour with Honest Abe: a 
Monologue by and Conversation 
with Him” is of particular meaning 
as the nation and state gear up for 
a year-long series of events mark-
ing the Lincoln bicentennial of his 
birth Feb. 12, 2009.

“When in 2006, the Atlantic 
Monthly asked 10 eminent histo-
rians to select the most infl uential 
American, it was no surprise that 
Abraham Lincoln stood above all. 
Among his notable achievements, 
Honest Abe kept our country as one 
when it might have split into two, 
he emancipated the slaves, and he 
launched a rebirth of our republic. 
Furthermore, he reminded us of the 
high ideals that drove our founding 
fathers and of the unfi nished work 
before the nation - work that is still 
incomplete, work that in truth may 
never be fully fi nished..

“Though he led the country as 
our 16th president close to 150 
years ago, Lincoln speaks to us as 
eloquently today as he did then. In 
his day, our country faced no genu-
ine external threat from a foreign 
power, our favorable geographical 
position allowed us time to play out 
that great Civil War. Not so today. 
Now that technology has shrunk the 
globe to such a degree, his view of 
America as a grand but unfi nished 
experiment can help to shake us 
today from a complacency which 

presumes longevity for our repub-
lic. We may persevere or perish. 

“Lincoln cautions us to tend 
our democracy and not simple rely 
on divine providence. Second, he 
speaks to us by reminding us of our 
fundamental American ideals, the 
most basic of which he drew from 
our Declaration of Indpendence: 
All men are created equal. He en-
courages us to refl ect on the Amer-
ican creed: What is it? Are we a 
‘house (fundamentally and irrevo-
cably) divided’ or can we agree on 
a basic creed? How do we translate 
the American creed into action to-
day at home and abroad?

“Third, though in his day Amer-
ica held itself up as moral and a 
political example to the world Lin-
coln asserted that slavery showed 
us to be hypocrites. He looks upon 
us today - our treatment of immi-
grants and our prisoners of war, for 
example - and reproaches us for 
our hypocrisies. In facing with the 
rest of humanity the challenges of 
global warming, he asks whether 
the United States is leading by ex-
ample.

“Lastly, Lincoln by his own 
account earned his education ‘by 
littles,’ totaling about one year. The 
way he educated himself and his 
love of words and books can speak 
to us today - it can serve as a model 
to help us educate ourselves and 
our children.”

Zilian’s presentation next Tues-
day runs from 7 to 8:15 p.m. An au-
thor and playwright, he is The Lin-
coln impersonator for the state’s 

Bicentennial Commission of which 
he is a member.

In his other life he is the dean 
of faculty at Portsmouth Abbey 
School.

He said that the Lincoln bicen-
tennial is a time for celebration, 
remembrance and refl ection not 
simply for Lincoln buffs, but for 
all Americans “It is my hope that 
Newport County educators, actors, 
musicians, dancers, lawyers, his-
torians, historic societies, libraries 
and the media will engage in suit-
able events over the next year to 
commemorate the Lincoln bicen-
tennial.

“Our children deserve it; our 
country needs it.”

***
R.I.P. Ethel Kitts.

***
Next Thursday marks the Chi-

nese lunar New Year, the Year of 
the Rat. People born in that year 
are said to be industrious, adapt-
able and ambitious.

***
Beej X. Dawg says that no one 

has stepped forward to take over 
the fi reworks. “There’s a couple of 
bucks in seed money for anyone 
who gets the town’s approval to do 
the shoot.”

***
There are ways to dampen your 

cat’s nocturnal activities says Dr. 
Joshua Hatch of the Jamestown 
Animal Clinic.

“Does your cat wake you up at 
night for food or play? Although 
cats have a nighttime cycle of ac-

tivity, you can train them to sleep 
through the night. Start by playing 
with your cat before bed. This will 
work out some of the cat’s energy 
and they will be less likely to play 
at 3 a.m. 

“Also, feed your cat prior to 
bedtime. After eating, many cats 
will nap and not need a midnight 
snack. If your cat is very persistent 
you may need to keep them out of 
your bedroom at night. If your cat 
claws at your door, placing double 
sided tape, tin foil, or upside down 
carpet runners (with the knobs up) 
at your door may discourage them 
from batting at the door. 

“Finally, if your cat is suddenly 
more active and vocal at night and 
is eating more or losing weight, 
they may have developed hyper-
thyroidism and you should contact 
your veterinarian for a check up.”

MEOW!
***

Carolyn Jaques dropped a note 
saying that on last Thursday’s “To-
day Show” it gave a website that 
will remove your name from the 
list that sends out unwanted cata-
logs. It’s www.catalogchoice.com. 
Thanks Carolyn, that’ll save a few 
trees.

***
Bob Kinder was in with the an-

swer to last week’s poser.
“Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny how 

you can love,
Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny heaven’s 

above,
You make my sad heart jump 

with joy”
Bob said that the best version 

was sung by Wee Bonnie Baker.
***

We received no response to 
John A. Murphy’s poser in the Jan. 
17 column. That prompted the fol-
lowing e-mail from the solicitor.

“So, my Walrus, I take it that 
no one submitted a correct answer. 
I thought it was a relatively well 
-known and easily remembered 

lyric, particularly with a great big 
fat clue.

“Hmmmm? Perhaps we have 
an unjustifi ably high regard for the 
readers of the Press.”

Let’s try it again, guys, and 
show John that the high regard is 
justifi able.

“Yes’n” is the slang contraction 
that starts most lines of this Ameri-
can folk anthem.”

***
These are lonely times without 

football.
***

Giants 31, Pats 28.
***

...........whatcha got cooking?
***

Be true!
***

Call in your stuff for this column 
to 423-0383 or 829-2760. You can 
e-mail us at jtnwalrus@hotmail.
com or drop your news off at the 
Jamestown Press offi ce.

The
Walrus

Says
By Jim Munro

Now with:

RE/MAX Flagship
14 Woodruff Ave.
Suite 10A
Narragansett, RI 02882
fran@rihomesearch.com

Wondering what your 
home is worth?
This realtor knows, you can too.

Fran Bidell
Not afraid of the big dogs
15 years on Wall Street
Gardener
Realtor

Call 864-1308
for a Free, 
No Obligation
Market Analysis

Two Names You Can Trust!

23 Brown Street • Wickford 294-4000, ext. 23
Jamestown Residence 423-0477

www.randallrealtors.com/patholtzmanPat Holtzman

Call Today For An Appointment 847-4747 • noah@intap.net

NOAH ANACLETO
Nobody knows

Mortgages
like Noah!Licensed RI, MA & FL Lender/Broker

Experience You Can Trust!
• More than 23 Years of mortgage 

banking experience.
• Local lenders, National company.
• Become a cash buyer. Free pre-approvals

for Jamestown residents.
• Always fast, friendly service.

BOWL!

RATES!

ior MortgageSUPER
GO PATS!

Mark W. Ferranti, Realtor, GRI

One North Main Road

423-0900Stearns Farms, Inc.Since 1960

Winthrop B. Reed, Jr, Realtor, GRI
David S. Martin, President, Realtor

STEA-027537

87 Southwest Avenue
NEW LISTING!

Compact, comfortable 2 
BR home priced to sell in 
today's market. Enclosed, 
heated sunroom overlooks 
peaceful 1/2 acre backyard. 
Den, new windows, 
attached one-car garage. 
Full basement. Solid 
masonry construction. 
Walk to Mackerel Cove 
Beach. $425,000

PENDING

Bill Murphy
Loan Consultant

Your friend & neighbor in the mortgage business

401-207-1313 • 401-423-2993
All mortgages are offered through and processed by Citizens Mortgage Corporation (CMC), a subsidiary of
Citizens Bank of Rhode Island. CMC holds MA Mortgage License Nos. ML-1500 through ML-1508, ML-1784
and MA Mortgage Broker License Nos. MB-2012 through MB-2020, MB-2219; NH First Mortgage and Broker
License Nos. 5743-MB and 8878-MBB-BCH; NH Second Home Mortgage License Nos. 5748-MHL and 8879-
MHL-ADL. CMC is also a First Mortgage Lender/Broker and Second Mortgage Lender/Broker in CT, a licensed
Lender and Broker in RI, a ME Supervised Lender and VT Licensed Lender.

I LOAN WHERE I LIVE…
MEET ME AT THE DELI

I’ve lived in Jamestown for over 30 years.
Wide variety of fixed and adjustable rate

home loans available
Free pre-approval available

Local underwriting
Call me today and put my experience to work

01/19/06

BEAVERTAIL 
COTTAGE

50 Bonnet View Dr.
Stone’s throw from 
water. Located in 
very desirable sec-
tion of Jamestown. 
Approved four bed-
room ISDS permit.
Great sunsets and 
water views. Expand 
on existing cottage 
or build your dream 
house. $565,000
Contact owner at 
401-787-4674.

Newport Hospital 
looking for volunteers

Newport Hospital needs new 
volunteers for its Caring Team. 
Volunteers for this team will be 
trained to offer patients hand mas-
sage, relaxation music, and simple 
art activities to decrease stress and 
promote healing.

There are also a variety of vol-
unteer positions to be fi lled by peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds. 
Interested individuals are invited 
to attend an information session at 
the hospital today, Thursday, Jan. 
31, from 5 to 6 p.m. to determine 
what volunteer role would be most 
enjoyable. 

Families and friends can also 
apply for a volunteer assignment 
as a team if they wish. For more 
information and to register for 
an information session, call 845-
1635.


