Budget

Continued from page 1

levels and $17.1 million would
be cut from Rhode Island’s three
public universities. Currently
Rhode Island schools are improv-
ing. Scores for proficiency in
English and math are up three and
one percent respectively from last
year. Educators have expressed
fears that this plan may cause a
double-digit percent increase for
the cost of tuition at the public
universities. Also, with inflation
and other cost increases, a freeze
on funding for education has been
called a de facto cut for schools.
Most pressing for local com-
munities is a proposed cut of $12.5
million to the towns and cities for

non-education related expenses.
These cuts would begin, if the
General Assembly passes them,
with a mid-year revision of the
budget for the remainder of this
fiscal year. The towns and cit-
ies would stand to lose the same
amount in the next fiscal year,
which begins on July 1, according
to the budget summary.

Jamestown would  have
$31,000 cut from state aid in both
cases. As such, Jamestown would
account for .002 percent of the
$12.5 million cut. It is hoped that
by the time the cuts for the next
fiscal year begin, local communi-
ties will have enough time to pre-
pare for the loss in revenue, the
summary stated.

On the surface, $31,000 may
not seem like a large amount,

however, Rep. Bruce Long, who
represents Jamestown and Mid-
dletown, noted that he has wit-
nessed the Town Council debate
items for as little as $500. Rep.
Long said he opposes the cut to
Jamestown for the remainder of
this year because he feels that the
town manages itself efficiently
and he does not feel that James-
town, nor Middletown, should be
punished for working well.

As for the next fiscal year,
Long feels that the towns and cit-
ies of Rhode Island will need to
accept that the state is facing hard
times, he said.

Senator Teresa Paiva-Weed,
who represents Jamestown and
Newport, said she is against the
cuts to the towns and cities. Al-
though the state is facing hard
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times, she believes by cutting
funding to the different commu-
nities the state is bucking some
of the responsibility for the state
debt onto the local communities.
This sentiment has been echoed
by several key members of the
General Assembly.

Several fire sale ideas for sell-
ing off state assets have been
floated, including selling the
Dunkin’ Donuts and Convention
Centers. Perhaps most pressing
for Jamestown was the notion of
selling the Newport Bridge to the
private sector. All of these ideas
never gained traction and have
been strongly opposed.

Senator Paiva-Weed acknowl-
edges that the plan is an “ex-
traordinarily difficult budget”
that needs to be debated. Long

expressed that everyone needs to
tighten their belt in the coming
years. To that end, the Republican
caucus voted to pay for part of
its health care costs and is urging
Democrats to do the same, Long
said.

Both Long and Paiva-Weed
stressed how important it is for
the entire General Assembly to
work together to solve the prob-
lems facing this state. Although
the state’s financial situation may
be bleak, this may be a chance for
compromise on many issues.

Regardless of the politics and
the numbers, the Rhode Island
budget is in trouble and James-
town will most likely feel a

Aquifer
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falling in the New England region.
There are three in Rhode Island,
including the Pawcatuck River,
the Hunt-Annaquatucket-Pet-
taquamscutt in North Kingstown,
and Block Island.

“The public hearing is one of
the key steps in the process,” said
Doug Heath, a hydrogeologist
with the EPA. “This happens af-
ter we deem the petition is com-
plete enough to satisfy all of the
requirements for an area to qualify
as a Sole Source Aquifer. It allows
us to give information and receive
written and oral comments about
the process and the designation.”

The hearing will include a brief
presentation, a description of the
petition and remarks by key per-
sonnel at the state level, followed
by a public question and answer
session.

Heath said that the EPA will
take written comments for two
weeks after the hearing, and it will
respond to the written comments
in writing.

“The most important thing
about the hearing is for residents
to get answers for their concerns,”
Heath said.

One local concern that has

Murrny's Law

There are few processes in the law
more powerful than extradition.
There is nothing that can strke
fear into the heart of an accused
more than a couple of armed
deputies showing up to cart
you away to a distant place.
Both the state and the defendant
are entitled to a fair frial in a
criminal case. The judge's job is
to keep the process fair. In pursuit
of that objective, trial judges are
called upon to make many rulings
on the admissibility of evidence,
most without much time to reflect.
However, when the prosecution
loses, that is, the defendant
is acquitted, there is no
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the state from those rulings.
Recently the RI Supreme Court
reversed a criminal conviction on
the grounds that the ftrial judge
had unduly restricted the cross-
examination of a prosecution
witness by defense counsel.
There is no joy in Mudvile. The
mighty Patfriots have struck out!
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already been raised is if the des-
ignation is really necessary, con-
sidering that the SSA designation
could impact future projects in
Jamestown.

“If an area is designated as an
SSA, the EPA gets involved in any
projects that receive federal fund-
ing or grants,” Heath said.

Over 90 percent of the projects
the EPA has participated in as a
result of the area being an SSA
have been airport expansions and
federal highways where storm
water runoff or spillage have been
concerns, Heath said. The other
10 percent have mainly involved
large-scale wastewater treatment
facilities like those from nursing
homes and hospitals.

Those statistics are exactly
what Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser says show that the designa-
tion is not required on the island.

“The EPA gets involved, for
good reason, in these large federal-
ly-funded projects that we are not
likely to have here in Jamestown.

We have one federal highway, and
we don’t plan on building another.
Most of the land on the island is
either protected or developed, so
there isn’t even enough land for
a project of that scale to be even
possible here. We are not being
threatened by projects that might
harm the water supply,” Keiser
said. “On the other hand, we are
planning an affordable housing
development and we do not want
federal interests to slow down or
add additional costs to the project
when we are already very good
stewards of our water supply.”

Heath said that the EPA does
have an understanding with other
federal agencies that they will
alert the EPA to projects that in-
volve an SSA, but that does not
automatically mean that they will
get involved.

“A typical question of concern
is that there will be federal intru-
sion at the local decision-making
level and the answer is absolutely

ot,” Heath said.
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Still, Jamestown Conserva-
tion Chairman Chris Powell said
Jamestown has a model program
for the island’s water protection
and he does not see the need for
additional oversight.

“The idea of protecting water is
always a good idea, but we are do-
ing a great job now and it is neces-
sary to look at the benefits and the
downsides to a program like this,”
Powell said.

Winsor said that although the
program may not have tangible
benefits to the island, the educa-
tional benefits are worth it.

“We are a summer community
and people come here from other
places where water use may not
be an issue. This is our way of let-
ting them know that when they are
here, they need to do things differ-
ently,” Winsor said.

The next step in the process
following next week’s hearing is
for Heath and Karen McGuire,
the EPA’s assistant branch chief
of drinking water, to put together
a package for EPA Regional Ad-
ministrator Robert Varney.

“This will include the petition,
and all of the correspondence
about the matter, for his consid-
eration. Once he signs off on the
package, the designation is pub-
lished in the federal register,”
Heath said.

According to Heath, Varney
has the sole authority on whether
to issue the designation for Co-
nanicut Island.

“Jamestown has led in a lot of
ways when it comes to water, and
I think this is one more way we
can,” Winsor said.
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