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HOLY GHOST HALL
Open to the Public       Ample Parking
ACCOMODATIONS FOR 160 GUESTS
~Weddings ~ Banquets ~ Functions ~

Rates vary based on Banquet Room,
Catering Options and need of 

Bartender(s), Waitstaff, and Linens

EXCELLENT MENU SELECTION
PARTY PLATTERS ~ FULL BAR

PAC FUNCTION ROOM
Small Parties and Functions up to 25 Guests

~ Pub Menu ~ Buffets ~ Party Platters ~

Coordinator Available for Planning Assistance

138 Narragansett Ave • 423-9140

PPOO-030996

PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

Buy 3 bottles of wine
and get a 10% discount!

GREAT PRICES!
Free Delivery • Quantity Discounts

DRIVEWAYS
Sign Up Now and

Get 10% OFF

849-8080

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

Save on Sofas, Dinettes, Recliners, 
Bedroom Sets, Mattresses, Accessories & more.

Plus:SAVE UP TO 40%
on Selected Floor Models & Scratch and Dents

STOREWIDE SAVINGS
★ SPECIAL SALE HOURS ★

FRIDAY 9-5, SATURDAY 9-5, SUNDAY 12-5, MONDAY 9-5

North Kingstown hockey squad
looking to repeat last year’s successes
By Jordan Segal

Last year, the North Kingstown 
hockey team did something that 
has never done in its fi ve year ex-
istence: it won its fi rst state cham-
pionship.

This year, the team continues 
to skate past the competition af-
ter moving from Division-III to 
Division-II. The team is currently 
sitting at the top of the standings 
and is two games ahead of second 
place Portsmouth High School. 
The team is 12-0-1 in division play 
and has been raining terror on its 
opponents.

The hockey team is coming 
off back-to-back wins last week, 
against East Providence and 
Smithfi eld, which brings them to 
two games shy of an undefeated 
season. They worked almost fl aw-
lessly for the win, and if they con-
tinue to play at this level, an unde-
feated season is highly possible.

The Skippers are coached by 
Keith Higgins. Most people know 
him as a physical education teach-
er at NKHS, but he is also one 
of the reasons the team is having 
great success this season.

“Coach Higgins is one of the 
most dedicated coaches I’ve ever 
had,” said island resident Thomas 
Abbood. “He comes all the way 
from East Providence for our 5 
a.m. practices and is always try-
ing to make us better players. He 
works so hard to teach us to sense 
our weaknesses and fi x them to be-
come better players.”

Higgins has been a part of the 
team since its fi rst season in 2002, 
and has since been made head 
coach. He coached the team to its 
fi rst state championship last year 
and hopes to do it again this sea-
son.

The team may have lost some 
talented players from last year, 
but this year, talent is something 
the team does not lack. Abbood, 
a recent transfer from the Moses 
Brown School, is one of these ad-
ditions to the team.

“Tom joined the team and cur-
rently is a contributor on defense.  
They call themselves the D-
Squad,” Higgins said of Abbood.

Switching schools is always a 
hard thing to do, but switching a 
sports team is even harder. Watch-
ing Abbood and his teammates, 
one would guess they have been 
friends for years, when in reality, 
they have been friends only a few 
months.

“I was immediately accepted 
by everyone on the team,” said 
Abbood, “Everyone was so wel-

coming and treated me as if I was 
already on the team. Our chemis-
try off the ice makes us an even 
better team when it comes time for 
games.”

The chemistry on the team has 
been amazing, as they outscore op-
ponents by an average of six goals 
a game. 

“I defi nitely see a repeat in win-
ning the state championship,” said 
Abbood, “This is one of strongest 
teams I’ve ever played on, both of-
fensive and defensive.”

Only two teams stand in the way 
of an undefeated season, and those 
teams are Portsmouth and Saint 
Raphael. The team was scheduled 
to play Portsmouth last night, Feb. 
13. Results were not available 
at press time. They will face St. 
Raphael’s this Saturday, Feb. 16 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Bradford Boss Ice 
Arena on the University of Rhode 
Island Kingston campus.

The team will continue to fi ght 
for a spot in the D-II State Cham-
pionship and will vie for another 
state title.

The North Kingstown ice hockey team hopes to protect their state championship. The team is cur-
rently undefeated after 13 games. Thomas Abbood of Jamestown, back row, third from left, said 
team chemistry has been key in the team’s success.

The new graduation by profi -
ciency standards could have been 
daunting for some, but senior 
Molly Welsh took the demands in 
stride. All seniors were required 
to write a 10-page paper, and then 
create a project that relates to the 
paper in some way. The project, 
due in late spring, should be a 
compilation of research and fi nd-
ings. Molly wrote her paper about 
marine debris, and the impact it 
can have on the bay and coastline. 
Molly is giving back to the com-
munity, and for her project, she is 
organizing a beach clean-up. She 
isn’t only helping to raise aware-
ness about this important issue, but 
is helping to make our community 
a better place. Molly will be look-
ing for volunteers for the event 
when the weather gets warmer, so 
stay tuned for more updates.

***
Seniors: Get you cap and gown 

order forms into Mr. Doran ASAP, 
or suffer the penalty of a late fee.

***
Want to support your high 

school athletes? Attend the Boost-
er Club’s evening of Champions 
at the Quonset O’ Club in North 
Kingstown on Saturday, March 
29. 

The proceeds benefi t the Skip-
pers for uniforms, equipment, etc. 
Tickets are $35 and the Booster 
Club is also looking for donated 
raffl e items. To get more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, call 
Vinny Siatti at 295-2884.

***
Speaking of sports, there is an 

important informational meeting 
for all students interested in play-
ing baseball for the 2008 season at 
the NKHS cafeteria on Monday, 
Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. For questions 
or concerns, email Coach Kevin 
Gormley at kevin_gormley@nksd.
net. Parents are requested to attend 
this meeting with their athlete.

***
There is no school this Friday 

at the high school due to a profes-
sional development day, which 
means an extra day of vacation!

***
Keep your high school memo-

ries alive, and purchase a year-
book. Go to room 304 to pickup 
an order form. There are about a 
hundred yearbooks left, but they 
go fast so get one while you can!

***
Want to read more about high 

school events, or read more writ-
ings by high school students? You 
can subscribe to the Current Wave, 
the high school paper, by emailing 
Ms. Martin at elizabeth_martin@
nksd.net.

High School 
Happenings

By Erin Brennan


