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On this St. Valentine’s Day, 
one Jamestown couple 
attributes a  shared love 

for music as an important aspect 
of the two’s love for each other as 
they approach their 63rd wedding 
anniversary on Aug. 4.

Whit Brown, 85, told us, “Music 
has been a large part of our lives.” 

He and his wife, Leonora, better 
known as Leo, 88, have sung to-
gether throughout their married life. 
In fact, they met in an elevator at 
Riverside Church in New York City 
where they were both members of 
the choir. Their musical journey 
has brought them to now being the 
senior couple in the Jamestown 
Community Chorus. Along the way 
they sang around the world includ-
ing a choir in Guam and a chorus in 
Needham, Mass. 

They have sung with the JCC 
for some 20 years and with the St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church choir 
since the 1960s.

The couple fi rst came to James-
town in 1949 as summer residents. 
They moved permanently to the is-
land in 1975. Whit is a family phy-
sician who went on to teach at Har-
vard, Tufts, and Boston University. 
Leo has a master’s in nursery edu-
cation and worked for the Institute 
for International Education.

In addition to sharing their love 
for music, the union brought forth 
four children, four grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren.

Whit has a great love for the cho-
rus. He touts the fellowship and the 
wonderful people. “It’s a wonder-
ful experience. It’s something that 
singles and couples of any age can 
do together.”

He said that he and Leo have 
tried to quit twice, but Director B.J. 
Whitehouse always let them back 
in.

He credits B.J. with the success 
of the chorus that is now up to 60 
members. “He helped both of us im-
prove the quality of our singing.”

Whit is a tenor and Leo an alto. 
“She’s the best,” he said diplomati-
cally, adding that the chorus is a 
great place to re-kindle a romance.

***
Kudos to islander Brett Uttley, 

who for the second consecutive 
year has been named the Gatorade 

Rhode Island Boys Soccer Player of 
the Year.

Brett had 13 goals and 16 as-
sists, leading his North Kingstown 
High School team (19-0-2) to the 
Division I state championship. The 
5-foot 8, 160-pound midfi elder fi n-
ished his high school career with 33 
goals and 39 assists.

We asked him how he felt be-
ing named player of the year for the 
second time, and he replied that all 
he really wanted was for the team to 
be state champs.

He said the award was “icing on 
the cake and made the year all the 
better.”

Brett has not decided yet where 
he’ll be playing soccer next fall.

***
It’s that time of the year again 

when moms wonder what to do 
with their kids on school vacation 
in the middle of winter. Well, for 
those of you not going to Aspen, the 
Jamestown Philomenian Library on 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, from 1 to 2 
p.m.will bring in the Audubon So-
ciety of Rhode Island. The society 
will present “Seasonal Sensations” 
for children in kindergarten through 
second grade. Children will learn 
about their fi ve senses while inves-
tigating the changing seasons.

The next day, Feb. 21, at the 
same time, the society will offer 
“Animals in Winter” for children 
grades 3 through 8. They will hear 
about the strategies that animals 
use to survive this challenging and 
stressful time of year.

Registration is required for both 
of these Friends of the Jamestown 
Library-sponsored programs and at-
tendance is limited.

***
Liza Kurt went to the movies in 

Newport last week and came home 
with a gem she found in the gutter.

She was walking to her car on 
Spring Street when she noticed a 
broken coffee table along the curb 

that had been put out for rubbish 
pickup.

Upon quick examination, Liza 
determined it wasn’t too badly 
damaged, picked it up and put it in 
her car. She was in need of such a 
table.

The next day she ran it over to 
the Strip Joint in Saunderstown to 
see about repairs. It turned out that 
the table has a black walnut top and 
was built in the 1870s.

The man at the Strip Joint com-
mented, “I wish I’d found it.”

***
In his Pet Tip of the Week, Dr. 

Joshua Hatch of the Jamestown 
Animal Clinic addresses a problem 
that all animal owners share. “Un-
less you have a Sphynx cat, a Mexi-
can hairless dog, or a goldfi sh then 
you are likely battling the buildup 
of pet hair in your house. Nothing 
will stop a pet from shedding but 
there are ways to reduce the extent 
of the shedding. Daily brushing is 
the most effective way to reduce 
shedding and keep your pet’s coat 
clean. Supplements like omega 3 
fatty acids and vitamin E will also 
help to keep the hair strong and re-
duce shedding. 

“Regular bathing about every 
two weeks also helps to keep your 
pet’s skin clean, remove allergens, 
and keep your pet’s coat shiny. And 
fi nally, feeding a good quality pet 
food and not constantly changing 
your pet’s diet will ensure proper 
nutrition and a better coat.  

“If you feel that Fluffy is shed-
ding abnormally or losing too much 
hair then get him a check up be-
cause endocrine disorders, para-
sites, and illnesses will affect your 
pet’s coat and can be an early sign 
of disease.”

WOOF!
*** 

Barbara-Ann Mac Intosh e-
mailed, 

“That old black magic has me in 
it’s spell, that old black magic that 
you weave so well,

Those icy fi ngers up and down 
my spine, the same old witchcraft 
when your eyes meet mine....etc. 
“I know it was a hit for Frank Sina-
tra.”

Bob Kinder had the answer, as 
did John A. Murphy adding that at 
the time Frank was singing with the 
Nelson Riddle Orchestra. And, from 
down south, Corey and Sandy Han-
son wrote, “That Old Black Magic 
has Sandy and Corey in its South 
Carolina spell. Wow! That one’s 
been recorded by almost everyone. 
“Not long after A. Lincoln’s b-day 
is Sandy Lareau Hanson’s on Feb. 
22.  Miss all of the Jamestowners.”

But Corey, why don’t you just 
say Sandy was born on George 
Washington’s birthday?

What was the name of the mo-
tel and restaurant that was located 
at the base of the old Jamestown 
Bridge?

***
Kudos to Jamestown School sev-

enth and eighth graders who made 
the 2nd quarter honor roll. 

Great job, guys!
***

Hey, there, you with the............
***

No one came up with the answer 
to Matt Winton’s question, Who 
sang the National Anthem at the 
opening of the Newport Bridge on 
June 28, 1969?

Matt said the answer is Dick 

Crane, “the blind man who ran the 
news stand at the Newport Post Of-
fi ce.”

Matt dropped off the book, “A 
Wonderful Journey, the autobiog-
raphy of Dick Crane,” and on page 
116, Dick writes, “I sang the Na-
tional Anthem for the opening of the 
Newport Bridge on June 28, 1969, 
which was a great honor. I asked to 
do it and they let me. I sang with the 
88th Artillery Band of Woonsocket. 
It wasn’t in my key, but they rolled 
the drums and I started singing. I 
sing it straight: I don’t sing it slow 
or jazz it up. I just belted it our over 
the microphone. I’m glad I didn’t 
do more than one verse; one verse 
was enough to sing in that key. Nor-
mally, I do a cappella in my key and 
it works out very well.”

***
It’s St. Valentine’s Day. Love 

someone!
***

Be true!
***

Call in your stuff for this column 
to 423-0383 or 829-2760. You can 
e-mail us at jtnwalrus@hotmail.
com or drop your items off at the 
Jamestown Press offi ce.
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By Jim Monroe

Now with:

RE/MAX Flagship
14 Woodruff Ave.
Suite 10A
Narragansett, RI 02882
fran@rihomesearch.com

Wondering what your 
home is worth?
This realtor knows, you can too.

Fran Bidell
Not afraid of the big dogs
15 years on Wall Street
Gardener
Realtor

Call 864-1308
for a Free, 
No Obligation
Market Analysis

Two Names You Can Trust!

23 Brown Street • Wickford 294-4000, ext. 23
Jamestown Residence 423-0477

www.randallrealtors.com/patholtzmanPat Holtzman
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AVAILABLE OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Feb. 17
12 noon - 3 p.m.

18 Mt. Hope Avenue

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH

New wood floors. 
Granite countertops. 

Freshly painted. Move 
right in. Walk to town. 

$499,000

James J. Burke
Tel: 401-423-3464 • Cell: 401-338-8950

burkerealtycorp@yahoo.com • burkerealtycorp.com

Burke Realty Corp.
12 Mt. Hope Avenue
Property Sales & Rentals
Listing & Buyer Representation

08/19/04

Call Today For An Appointment 847-4747 • noah@intap.net

NOAH ANACLETO
Nobody knows

Mortgages
like Noah!Licensed RI, MA & FL Lender/Broker

Experience You Can Trust!
• More than 23 Years of mortgage 

banking experience.
• Local lenders, National company.
• Become a cash buyer. Free pre-approvals

for Jamestown residents.
• Always fast, friendly service.

It's that time 
again...
Buy your sweetheart a home today!

(or lower your mortgage payment!)
Just Call Noah!

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩

Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?
Peggy Silvia, at left, and Sue Brayman took the Press snor-
keling while on a Caribbean cruise last month. 
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