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By Michaela Kennedy
Steven Sabella is a local artisan 

of wood furniture. From scalloped 
shells fl oating on waves of red ma-
hogany to cannonballs balanced 
on cherry wood bedposts, Sabella 
preserves local New England wood 
craftsmanship with classic style 
and personal touch. 

In a tour of his home and garage-
turned workshop on Keel Avenue, 
Sabella reveals the attention he 
gives to grain textures and natural 
wood colors in his designs. Against 
the wall in his workshop, he draws 
the eye to long boards of various 
woods, many of which are indige-
nous products of New England. Re-
claimed pieces of wood hold prom-
ises of future hand-crafted treasures 
from Sabella’s workshop.

His home is a showcase of per-
sonally-crafted wood furniture. A 
tiger maple desk with spade legs 
spotlights a computer in the study. 
A bookcase shows off a carved 

base design preserved from an ear-
lier incarnation. Many of his pieces 
include a carved compass signature 
dropped into a knot in the wood. “I 
don’t stain much,” he explains. “A 
stain is used to color a wood. I like 

to use the real color.” 
Sabella was born in Rhode Is-

land, but lived in Connecticut for 
many years. He started out as a 
young apprentice in woodwork, 
and also took carving courses. He 

has been fully immersed in the craft 
for about 25 years. Sabella spent 
the last two years planning his own 
business, and a year making sam-
ples to showcase his work. He still 
currently works full-time as a shop 
foreman for a cabinet maker in 
Massachusetts, but holds a clear vi-
sion for his future as well. “I knew 
if I ever could start my own thing, I 
would,” he says.

Sabella understands the worth 
of his art is what drives him out 
on his own. He grew up in period 
homes with traditionally styled fur-
niture embedded in the surround-
ings. He shows conviction that 
true craftsmanship comes out of 
Newport, mentioning the Goddard 
and Townsend cabinet makers that 
ruled home style for generations 
since the eighteenth century. “It’s 
all about recognition,” he says. “If 
you give someone recognition, es-
pecially for the craftsmanship, it’s 
important.”

Sabella calls himself a cabinet-
maker, but grins at the name. A 
cabinet maker produces much more 
than just cabinets, he points out 
about the misnomer. His specialties 
cover chairs, desks, case work and 
bed sets, to name a few.

At the moment, Sabella’s capa-
bility is limited only to the size of 
his shop. He covers a wide spec-
trum of specialties in home fur-
niture, and enjoys working with 
clients on custom pieces. Sabella 
looks forward to the day he can do 
the business full time, in a larger 
setting. “An apprentice, an extra 
pair of hands in the shop, would be 
nice,” he adds. 

Sabella has been online since 
last October with an introduction to 
his wood crafts.

For more information on his 
work and a gallery of his designs, 
visit online at www.sabellahand-
crafted.com, or call 423-8989.

Classic hand-crafted furniture made by island artisan

Upholstery 

Wallpaper

Wool Carpeting

Fabrics & Trims

849.8641
926 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

Monday - Friday • 9am - 5pm

JAMESTOWN WINE & SPIRITS

Smoking Loon Mix & Match................3 for $25
Fox Horn 750 mL Mix & Match.........3 for $10
Finoa Luzon Spanish Red.....................2 for $12
Marcus James Mix & Match................3 for $12
Red Truck All Types 750 mL.......................$999

30 Southwest Avenue in Jamestown • 423-0100

Happy Valentine’s Day
MIX & MATCH 6 BTLS WINE – 10% DISCOUNT

Miller Chill, Blue Moon Octoberfest 
Close Out Beer 6 packs $499

Coors Light, Bud Light, Miller Lite 
30 Packs $2199

CLOSE OUT WINE CASE – $30

Phone 847-1144 • Fax 847-4559
285 East Main Rd., Middletown

NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am-8 pm

Fri. & Sat. 7:30 am-6 pm

www.toyotaofnewport.com                        e-mail: sales@toyotaofnewport.com

LUBE, OIL & FILTER – $24.95
For Toyota only (with this ad)

While you wait! Regular Price $27.95
Only at Toyota of Newport.

If You Purchase Your 

Vehicle From Us 

You’ll Receive 

LOANER CARS

When In For Service

NO CHARGE!

We’ll Even Pick UpYour Vehicle ForService & Leave You A Loaner VehicleNO CHARGE!
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Don’t let these tokens keep you from the 
best deal on a new or used Toyota.

We supply the tokens every time you visit us!
Get a Free sweenor’s box of chocolates 

with every purchase of $50 or more.

Still wondering what to get that special someone for Valentine’s Day. For a 
limited time. Gold Lady Jewelers will be giving away a box of Sweenor’s 
Chocolates with every purchase of $50 or more. Sweenor’s has been mak-
ing fine candy for over 75 years. They use nothing but the finest all natural 
ingredients. What better way to compliment a fine piece of jewelry.

Abrams Agency, Inc
YOUR FULL SERVICE AGENCY

6828 Post Road, North Kingstown  294-1211

You’re in good hands.

Steven Sabella stands amid his woodworking tools in his garage 
workshop on Keel Avenue. Sabella makes personally-crafter 
wood furniture.                                           Photo by Michaela Kennedy

Art Winner
Kelsey Coleman won the State Youth Art Month Promotional 
Postcard Competition. Her design will be seen on promo-
tional postcards sent to superintendents, dignitaries and oth-
ers around Rhode Island in celebration of Youth Art Month in 
March.                                   Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten

Sale to benefit 
historic home

A Flea Market to benefi t the res-
toration and preservation of Linden 
Place Mansion will be held this 
Saturday, Feb. 16 and Sunday, Feb. 
17 in the historic Linden Place Ball-
room.

The sale will be at 500 Hope St., 
Bristol, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. rain or 
shine. Admission is $1. Antiques, 
housewares big and small, furniture, 
books, prints and more will be for 
sale throughout the weekend. Come 
explore the treasures and support 
Linden Place. Call 253-0390 for 
more information.


