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Constance W. 
Armbrust, 100

Constance W. Armbrust, 100, 
formerly of Elm Street, James-
town, died on March 7, 2008 at 
the South County Nursing Cen-
ter. Connie had celebrated her 

100th birth-
day last 
fall.

Born on 
November 
7, 1907, in 
C o n c o r d , 
NH, she was 
the daughter 

of Archie and Emily (Dearborn) 
Warren. In 1921, at the age of 14, 
she had her fi rst art job painting 
photos of New Hampshire land-
scapes for Sawyer Pictures. She 
received her formal art training 
at the Manchester Institute of 
Arts and Sciences, graduating 
in 1929. After art school, she 
worked in Boston and studied 
fashion drawing.

In 1933, she returned to Con-
cord, NH and worked for “The 
Concord Press” as bookkeeper 
and artist. While working there 
she painted a portrait of then US 

Senator H. Styles Bridges. 
Connie married Henry N. 

Armbrust of Jamestown in 1936 
and moved to Providence. After 
the arrival of their children they 
moved to Jamestown in 1943.

In 1948, Connie began study-
ing art with Catherine “Kit” 
Wright. Over the next several 
years, she also studied decorative 
painting with Dorothy Mitchell, 
and other local artists. She taught 
painting classes within James-
town’s Exchange of Topics and 
Crafts (E.T.C.) Club, as well as 
at home and in Wickford at class-
es, sponsored by the YMCA. 

In 1957, Connie created the 
design for the Jamestown Ter-
centenary Celebration, which 
was used on a commemorative 
plate. The design was also used 
on the cover of the program for 
the town’s week-long celebra-
tion. In the late 1950’s, she par-
ticipated in the restoration of the 
Jamestown Fire Department’s 
1854 LaFrance pumper. She re-
stored the original gold leaf de-
sign on the wheels and seat of 
the pumper, as well as painting 
a new scene for the back of the 
seat. In gratitude for her artistic 
contribution, Connie was made 

an honorary member of the fi re 
department. The pumper is on 
display at the Jamestown Fire 
Department Museum.

Connie was a member of the 
Newport Art Museum and exhib-
ited her work there, and at the 
South County Art Museum as 
well. She was a founding mem-
ber of the Conanicut Island Art 
Association, participating in 
both the group’s art exhibitions 
and craft shows. 

In 1976, the Bank of Newport 
commissioned Connie to paint a 
picture of “Jamestown’s Water-
front, circa 1910.” It was hung 
in the bank’s Jamestown branch, 
where it is prominently displayed 
today.

Many longtime local residents 
will remember her cutting sil-
houettes at all the church fairs in 
Jamestown, as well as at many 
craft shows around New Eng-
land. She cut the fi rst of her many 
silhouettes in 1927. During her 
career, she also worked in oils, 
watercolor, and pen and ink. 

Connie is well known for her 
set of mugs with Jamestown 
scenes, as well as tiles and note 
cards. In February, 1984, a set of 
her mugs was presented to Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan at the White 
House.

In 1999, the US Postal Service 
used her design on an envelope 
for a First Day Cancellation com-
memorating the 250th anniversa-
ry of the Beavertail Lighthouse. 

On New Year’s Eve of 1999, 
she took the ceremonial last stitch 
in each of the two Jamestown 
Quilts created to celebrate the is-
land in the new millennium. 

Connie was a communicant of 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 

where she sang in the choir for 
over 40 years. She has been in-
volved in many community orga-
nizations including the Quonon-
oquott Garden Club, Conanicut 
Grange, Conanicut Island Art 
Association, Jamestown His-
torical Society, Beavertail Light-
house Museum Association, and 
Daughters of the American Rev-
olution.

She is survived by her son, 
Peter H. Armbrust of Murrys-
ville, Penn.; her daughter and 
son-in-law Linda A. and George 
Warner of Jamestown; grandchil-
dren, Wendy Harvey and her hus-
band, Paul, and Melissa Burrows 
and her husband, Edward, of 
Jamestown; Christopher Warner 
and his wife, Thea, of Odenton, 
Md.; Heather Berardinelli and 
her husband, Patrick, of North 
Huntingdon, Penn., and David 
Armbrust and his wife, Rhonda, 
of Daisyville, Penn.  Connie’s 
great-grandchildren are Jessica 
and Andrew Burrows of James-
town, Aren and Corbin Warner of 
Maryland, Nicole and Jacob Be-
rardinelli of Pennsylvania.

Having always been a sup-
porter of organ donation, and a 
55-year breast cancer survivor, 
Connie has donated her body 
to Brown University Medical 
School for research.

A memorial service will be 
held on April 5, at 11 a.m., at St. 
Matthew’s Church, Jamestown.  
In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made in her memory to the 
Beavertail Lighthouse Museum 
Association, or to the Jamestown 
School Art Department for sup-
plies and programs.

Jonathan N. 
Welch, 60

Jonathan Nelson Welch, 60 of 

Hidden Basin, Alaska, formerly 
of Jamestown and Needham, 
Mass., died March 5, 2008 in An-
chorage after a courageous battle 
with cancer.

Born in Wellesley Mass., he 
was the son of the late Lt. Col. 
Bushnel Welch and Sally Thorup 
Welch. 

He graduated from Needham 
High School, earned a degree 
in hotel management from Paul 
Smith’s College in New York and 
attended New England School of 
Photography. Jonathan was mar-
ried to Cindy Walsh. 

He co-owned Welch Brothers 
Kodiak Expeditions in Alaska 
with his brother Jeffrey and was 
an expert huntsman and sports 
fi sherman, having learned to fi sh 
at Ft. Getty. Jon made his home 
in Hidden Basin, where he dearly 
savored the beauty and wonder of 
nature.  He traveled frequently to 
visit his beloved friends and the 
unique treasures of Jamestown.

He is survived by his brother 
Jeffrey Sheridan Welch of Ko-
diak, Alaska, Robert Cotton 
Welch of Rangeley, Maine, his 
sister, Betsy Welch Ruzicka of 
Jamestown and Duxbury, Mass., 
his nephews Dylan and William 
Welch and a niece, Abbie Ruz-
icka. He was the grandson of the 
late Sheridan and Elizabeth Tho-
rup.

Jonathan will be cremated in 
Alaska, according to his desires 
and a memorial service will be 
arranged by friends and family at 
a later date. 

In lieu of fl owers, Jonathan 
would ask that we stop and smell 
the roses, the foggy nights, and 
the sparkle in the sea spray.
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