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Time is ticking for 
SSA designation

Jamestowners:  Your name, ad-
dress and one sentence is enough 
to help protect our island’s water 
supply now and in the future:  “I 
support the Conanicut Island Sole 
Source Aquifer petition.”  The 
email address for your one sen-
tence is mcguire.karen@epa.gov. 
The EPA deadline is March 17, 
2008. The fi nal decision to declare 
Jamestown a Sole Source Aquifer 
will be by the EPA’s regional ad-
ministrator. 

Letters can also be sent via the 
post offi ce to:  Karen McGuire, 
U.S. EPA, One Congress St., Suite 
1100, Boston, MA, 02114-2023.  

Our island’s geology defi nes us 
as a Sole or Primary Source Aqui-
fer.  Doug Heath, EPA hydroge-
ologist, said our entire island is a 
Sole Source Aquifer from mean 
high tide.  Mr. Heath and Ms. 
McGuire visited Jamestown last 
month for the EPA public hearing 
attended by island residents, the 
Town Council and the town ad-
ministrator.

Having Conanicut Island des-
ignated a sole source aquifer 
benefi ts the island educationally 
and provides hydrogeologic over-
sight if Federal money is sought.  
These protections are important 
because:

1. Rainfall is the only 
source of water for the entire is-
land. 

2. We cannot get water 
from elsewhere. Our town admin-
istrator, Bruce Keiser, in his letter 
to the USEPA, dated July 3, 2007, 
wrote, “In addition, as the letters 
from North Kingstown and New-
port have demonstrated, neither of 
these adjacent municipalities have 
the ability to provide a continuous 
source of supply suffi cient to meet 
all of Jamestown water needs.”

3. Jamestown’s public wa-
ter system cannot currently be 
extended to provide service to 
additional residents on private 
wells.  Islanders all know there is 
not enough water on Jamestown 
to meet the public water supply 
needs, as evidence by shortages 
and restrictions, to consider add-
ing private well users.

4. In general, Jamestown’s 
geology yields the lowest quantity 
of groundwater in Rhode Island.  
Rainwater does not readily pen-
etrate into our soil type so much 
of our potential rainwater runs off 
into the ocean.

5. Precipitation that manag-
es to get through our soil is stored 
in our bedrock that provides 
ground water for private residen-
tial wells and for the town’s pub-
lic water via the municipal wells.  
Rainwater is retained in two reser-
voir ponds.  Bedrock recharge is a 
very slow process because of our 
island’s soil conditions.  

6. One hundred percent of 

us on this island are dependent on 
the bedrock aquifer for water in 
one way or another:  for private 
wells, for municipal well use, but 
also because the recharge lands, 
the wetlands, the reservoirs and 
the bedrock aquifer are all ul-
timately interrelated, as noted 
by EPA’s hydrogeologist, Doug 
Heath. 

Sole source aquifer designation 
would protect our bedrock water 
now and in the future, protect pri-
vate and municipal wells, the re-
charge areas, and the reservoirs, 
by raising awareness of not only 
all who now live on Conanicut Is-
land, but those who visit season-
ally, and who will, in the future, 
choose to live, develop, and do 
business on this fragile aquifer.  

If our island receives a formal 
declaration as Sole Source Aqui-
fer, I would like to see the EPA 
Sole Source Aquifer designation 
on our town stationery, on all 
bills to summer and year-round 
islanders, and as signage posted 
at our island’s entryways.  There 
are many other ways to do so as 
well.  The Sole Source Aquifer 
designation is a tool to denote to 
year-round and summer residents, 
visitors, and to all tourists, we on 
this island protect our water sup-
ply.  Help foster this designation 
by sending your email or your let-
ter to the EPA today. 

Ellen Winsor
736 East Shore Rd.
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volume fl orist with three stores,” 
Urban said. 

“Having a business in a small 
town is new to me. But I love it. 
The people in Jamestown are so 
friendly and have been very kind. 
I don’t plan on changing a thing, 
including the name. The beauty of 
the area and the opportunity to do 
something different is a welcome 
change.

“Heidi, Helenna, and Holly 
Fountain, the former owners, have 
been most helpful in making a 
smooth transition. It was virtually 
a turn-key operation. I just have to 
get used to the computerized sys-
tem. It’s a bit different from hand-
writing every order and having to 
keep track of everything,” Urban 
said.

He also said that he put a foun-
tain in the middle of the store as “a 
tribute to the Fountain sisters, who 
ran the successful business for so 
many years.”

He expressed his gratitude to 
his mother and father, James and 
Sarina Urban, for helping him 
with the fi nancing and business 
planning. 

Besides working 70 hours a 
week during the summers and 
managing a part-time job through-
out the school year, Urban took a 
little time out for fun. He met his 
girlfriend, Amy Bucci, when they 
attended URI together. They man-
aged to go on a couple of jaunts 

to Italy and Greece during spring 
breaks. He has always been a run-
ner, jogging a few miles every 
morning. His roommate recently 
introduced him to golf. He says 
that he gets lots of exercise play-
ing golf because he has to hit the 
ball so many times.

When he was in high school, 
Urban saved his money and went 
to Italy, Paris and Switzerland with 
school groups. “I defi nitely love 
to travel,” Urban said. “But right 
now, I’m concentrating on making 
this business as successful as pos-
sible. If this goes well, I’ll consider 
buying another store. I’m used to 
being involved in a business that’s 
50 times bigger.”

Urban said that the store will 
have an offi cial grand opening 
some time in April. He also said 
that the hours will stay the same, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a 
week.

Urban lives in Wakefi eld, where 
he thinks he will stay for another 
year. “Then I’ll be looking to rent 
a house in Jamestown,” he said. 
“So if anybody has anything af-
fordable, keep me in mind because 
I’ll be looking.”

Besides his parents in New Jer-
sey, Urban has a brother Ryan, 22, 
who is graduating from Johnson 
and Wales University in Provi-
dence this spring.

If success is measured by high 
energy, self-motivation and tenac-
ity, David Urban and the Secret 
Garden will continue to do very 
well.
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good presentations” were offered, 
and he would be pleased to go 
along with any one of them. 

Committee member Clayton 
Carlisle agreed the presentations 
were good, but showed partiality 
to ATM. “They’ve done feasibility 
studies around the state, and they 
say they have a set price,” he not-
ed. Other members added that the 
fi rm’s proximity could save time, 
which could translate into mon-
etary savings.

ATM is a coastal and environ-
mental engineering fi rm that spe-
cializes in resource management, 
from infrastructure and port de-
velopment to renewable energy 
projects.  The consulting fi rm, 
headquartered in Florida, was cho-
sen by the Rhode Island Economic 
Development Corporation to help 
guide the RIWINDS program, the 
state’s effort toward providing 
wind-powered generation to sup-

ply its electrical demand.
Committee member William 

Smith asked if ATM had a “vested 
interest” in RIWINDS.

Carlisle overrode the doubt, 
saying, “I don’t think we have to 
worry about them giving us the 
best product for the price.”

In an update on availability of 
grants, committee member Don 
Wineberg reiterated comments 
from Andrew Dzykewicz, chief 
energy advisor to the governor. 
“Drew said if there’s any town in 
Rhode Island that’s eligible, it’s 
Jamestown,” noted Wineberg.

In a discussion about fee-in 
tariffs and net-metering policies, 
Wineberg urged everyone to sup-
port upcoming legislation that 
would open avenues for alterna-
tive energy resource development. 
“It was feed-in tariffs that made 
net metering work in Germany,” 
he said. “It’s an incentive for all 
towns to create renewable energy 
projects.”

On the committee’s Web site, 

www.jamestownwind.org, Wine-
berg wrote that the Rhode Island 
Legislature was considering two 
bills that would require National 
Grid to buy green power at guar-
anteed minimum prices. The leg-
islation “would likely have a very 
positive impact on the fi nancial 
viability of constructing one or 
more wind power generators on 
Jamestown,” he noted. An addi-
tional bill, an amendment to the 
state’s Renewable Energy Stan-
dard, would enable Jamestown-
generated power from renewable 
sources to offset the town’s elec-
tric bill, potentially reducing that 
bill to zero.

The committee planned to re-
view the bills and make a formal 
decision on whether to recom-
mend passage, Wineberg wrote. 
“I’m confi dent that I speak for the 
committee in thanking the legisla-
tors who have taken the lead in at-
tempting to promote expansion of 
renewable energy generating ca-
pacity in Rhode Island,” he added.
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Got A Burning Story?

Ideas big and small.

Call 423-3200 or email:
news@jamestownpress.com

Diet and health tips coming to the library
The Friends of the Jamestown Library are pleased to present “Nutrition 

101: Stop-By,” a free program of nutrition information provided by Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Rhode Island on Monday, March 24, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the library.

Good nutrition is a vital part of achieving good health. Visit the Nutri-
tion 101 Stop-by event to talk with a certifi ed Health Educator and learn 
how to easily improve food choices, participate in hands on nutrition dem-
onstrations, get answers to questions about nutrition, weight loss, healthy 
snacking, eating on the run, fad diets, dietary guidelines, and more.

The program is free and open to the public.  For more information, call 
the library at 423-7820.

Spring Sale!
TUFTEX CARPET SALE

50% off in-stock Area Rugs
Just Arrived ~ High-End Carpet Remnants

Sale Price $1.78 sq.ft. (Regular up to $5.99 sq.ft.)

We Can Install or Bind Them!

491 Davisville Road, Route 403, North Kingstown, RI

884.8300  295.0164 
Call for easy directions. • bartscarpet.com
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TRY BART'S X-TRA CLEAN CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Jamestown’s Only Complete
Automotive Service

Art’s
Complete One
Automotive Service

STOP

34 Southwest Ave.
Jamestown, RI 02835 423-1897

RI BODY SHOP LICENSE #525

Body Shop & Mechanical GarageI take your body  seriously

In business since 1977

work

Welcome Home!

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G

Come feel the energy, spirit, and love of life that make
The Seasons the very special home you’ve been looking for. 
Studio, one and two-bedroom apartments 
with three meals daily.

Five Saint Elizabeth Way
East Greenwich, RI 02818
401-884-9099
info@theseasons.org
www.theseasons.org 


