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OBITUARY

Thayer Laurie, 92

Thayer (Hutchinson) Laurie,
92, of St. Elizabeth Way, died
Friday at St. Elizabeth Home,
East Green-
wich. She
was the wife
of the Ilate
William D.
Laurie, Jr.

Born in
Chicago, IlI.,
a  daughter
of the late B.
Edwin and Helen M. (Monks)
Hutchinson, she had formerly
lived in Gross Pointe, Michigan,
Wickford, and Jamestown.

She was a member of St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in
Jamestown and Christ Church
in Grosse Point Farms, Michi-
gan and the Colonial Dames. She
was a member of the Jamestown
Historical Society, the Conanicut
Yacht Club, the Jamestown Gar-
den Club and the Republican Na-
tional Committee.

She was a graduate of Westo-
ver School and Alumnae of Smith
College.

She was the loving mother
of Duncan I.T. Laurie and his
wife Kim of Jamestown, David
H. Laurie and his wife Petra of
Wickford; the sister of Richard
Hutchinson and his wife Ann of
Jamestown, the sister-in-law of
Nancy Hutchinson and the be-
loved grandmother of six. She
was the sister of the late John
Hutchinson.

Her funeral and burial will be
private.

Arrangements were made by
the Cranston-Murphy Funeral
Home of Wickford.

Drunk driving charged

Sean Wilard, 31, of Providence,
was charged March 15 with first
offense drunk driving and refusal
to take a Breathalyzer test, police
said.

Willard was stopped on Route
138 when he was spotted by po-
lice driving on the wrong side of
the road. Willard was held at the
police station where he was ar-
raigned and a pre-trial hearing was
set for March 28 at Newport Dis-
trict Court, police said.

Bench warrant violation

Derek D. Brazeau, 28, of North
Providence, was charged March 13
with a bench warrant violation and
driving with a suspended license,
police said.

Police noticed that the car
Brazeau was driving was not ac-
tively registered. When they ran
the plate, police learned that a war-
rant for Brazeau had been issued
for failure to appear in court for a
prior suspended license charge.

Brazeau appeared March 14
in Newport District Court, police
said.

Picked up on warrants
e Jason Crudden, 23, of West-
erly was charged March 18 with

a bench warrant violation for fail-
ure to appear for a summons from
4th District Court. Crudden was
a passenger in a car stopped for
not having an inspection sticker.
When police ran his drivers li-
cense the bench warrant came up,
police said.

Crudden was transported to 4th
District Court for processing, po-
lice said.

e William Seller, 31, of New
Bedford was charged March 15
with bench warrant violations
from 2nd Division Superior Court
and 6th Division Superior Court.
Police knew Seller had outstand-
ing warrants and picked him up
when they saw him standing on
the sidewalk on Conanicus Av-
enue, police said.

Seller was turned over to the
ACIT. Further action is yet to be de-
termined, police said.

Suspended license charged

Javier Flores, 22, of Providence
was charged March 19 with driv-
ing with a suspended license after
he was stopped for speeding on
Route 138 westbound, police said.

Arraignment was scheduled
for March 28 at Newport District
Court, police said.

12:30 p.m., March 14, Car 3
was sent to Beavertail Road to
deliver a burn permit.

EMS runs

2:40 p.m., March 10, EMS 1
was dispatched to North Main
Road for a medical emergency
and drove a patient to Newport
Hospital.

4:30 a.m., March 12, EMS 1
was sent to Ft. Wetherill Road for
a medical emergency and trans-
ported a patient to Newport Hos-
pital.

9:36 a.m., March 14, EMS 1
responded to a medical emergen-
cy on Howland Avenue and drove
a person to Newport Hospital.
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Council
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Council member Barbara Szepa-
towski voted in favor of the SSA
designation.

White voiced reservations
about adding an additional layer
of bureaucracy to making island
environmental decisions. He said,
“Although I have reservations,
I will probably vote in favor of
the sole source aquifer because of
the educational benefits, and the
long term advantage of possibly
adding protection to the limited
resource.”

Kelly said he was “suspect of
the motivation for the designa-
tion. The idea to declare the is-
land a sole source aquifer came
from the North End Concerned
Citizens group and I feel that their
interest in the designation was to
make it more difficult for the town
to make use of the landfill in the
north end of the island.”

Kelly added that the designa-
tion does not give the town any
tangible benefits and relinquishes
local control to an organization in
Boston. He also said, “We have
zoning, planning, CRMC (Coastal
Resources Management Council),
DEM (Department of Environ-
mental Management) and 10 or-
ganizations in all to look at proj-
ects before decisions are made,
and now do we want to have EPA
involved?”

Szepatowski said that she was
100 percent in favor of the desig-
nation “if for no other reason than
the educational benefits.” She
added, “We need to do all we can
to protect our water, and there is
the possibility that federal funds
could be allocated for SSA desig-
nated communities in the future.
It doesn’t cost anything and gives
our water still another layer of
protection.”

DiGiando said, “We’ve made
major efforts to protect the water
in the Shores and this could help.
I’m going to support this pro-
gram. I’'m 90 percent convinced
that this additional layer of pro-
tection can’t hurt.”

Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser said that he had concerns
about delays in completing proj-
ects that could be caused by EPA
and other agencies due to the SSA
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designation. He also said, “How-
ever, I consulted with the admin-
istrations in Nantucket, Martha’s
Vineyard, and Block Island. They
said they have experienced no de-
lays.” He reported that one airport
project had involved the EPA, but
no problems had been experi-
enced by the community in work-
ing with the agency.

Keiser went on to say he sus-
pected that our experience would
be similar because the SSA des-
ignation was designed to protect
a community’s primary water
source from major federal proj-
ects like road and airport con-
struction, which is not likely to
happen here. He also mentioned
that the designation does not ap-
ply to landfill remediation—a
project that has been viewed by
some to be the reason for pursu-
ing the designation.

Wind power study

In other business, Szepatowski
made a motion to approve award-
ing a bid for a wind power feasi-
bility study to the firm of Applied
Technology Management for a fee
not to exceed $48,000. The coun-
cil voted 4-0 in favor of the bid.

Wind  Energy Committee
Chairman Don Wineberg ex-
plained the nature of the study
to the council and urged them
to support the project. Wineberg
said they chose ATM because one
of the principals of the company,
Danny Mendelsohn, lives on the
island and has a personal interest
in the project’s success. Wineberg
added that the study would begin
in April and would take approxi-
mately six months to complete.
Recreation Director appointed

Keiser officially recommended
that William “Bill” Piva, interim
recreation director for more than
a year, be appointed as permanent
recreation director. Szepatowski
motioned to approve the recom-
mendation and Kelly seconded
the motion. All council members
in attendance voted in favor of the
appointment.

Keiser and Szepatowski both
praised Piva for his outstanding
performance since taking on the
responsibilities of the post, and
voiced their confidence that he
would continue to serve the town
in an exemplary manner.
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