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By Michaela Kennedy
The School Committee lis-

tened to feedback about student 
performance and school account-
ability from the administrators 
at its March 20 meeting. The su-
perintendent and principal gave a 
summary of data results from the 
New England Common Assess-
ment Program (NECAP) and the 
School Accountability of Learn-
ing and Teaching (SALT).

Superintendent Marcia Lukon 
said she reviewed the NECAP 
data with the faculty last fall. The 
committee accepted an offer from 
Lukon to discuss the NECAP 
analysis at its May workshop 
meeting. An operational testing of 
the science assessment from the 
New England Common Assess-
ment Program would be given in 
grades 4, 8 and 11 this spring, Lu-
kon added.

Principal Kathleen Almanzor 
said that across the curriculum, 
learning tasks were needed that 
would back up answers on tests 
given by NECAP for grade level 
expectations. “This is our third 
year of NECAP. Looking at the 
current eighth grade, we’ve seen 
a huge improvement. We are re-
ally helping students,” she said. 
Almanzor also said improvements 
in results from special education 
students.

In the principal’s report, Al-
manzor gave highlights from the 

SALT visit. She expressed frus-
tration that the school’s strong 
points, such as the music program 
and the library media center, were 
not mentioned in the SALT re-
port. “Not everything is seen in a 
week,” she added.

Almanzor responded to criti-
cism in the SALT report that 
called for continuity with the dis-
cipline policy. She threw support 
towards Positive Behavioral In-
terventions and Supports, a disci-
pline approach that rewards posi-
tive behavior, and also called for 
staff and community support. “It 
comes from all of us,” she said. “I 
take seriously what teachers and 
parents say about discipline, but I 
can’t do it alone.”

The report also revealed a fo-
cus on mathematics, “but now we 
need to do the same thing for read-
ing and writing,” Almanzor said. 

In correspondence, the school 
committee accepted two let-
ters of retirement. Beth Weibust, 
sixth grade teacher, and Linda 
Rezendes, second grade teacher, 
have both taught in Jamestown 
for 28 years. “They’re two fan-
tastic teachers, years of dedicated 
service. I can’t say enough of 
what they gave to the Jamestown 
Schools,” the principal said.

Also in correspondence, the 
committee received an e-mail 
from a parent concerned about an 
art show downtown that might be 

selling student work in addition to 
charging an entrance fee. Alman-
zor said that a $5 entry fee would 
be charged for fourth and fi fth 
grade students going to the stu-
dent show at the Jamestown Arts 
Center. “We sent a letter home 
saying that we are supporting the 
$5 entrance fee, but not the selling 
of the masks,” she said. 

In a food service update, the 
committee briefl y discussed in-
cluding a budget line item for 
technology that would track food 
sold. Committee member Bruce 
“B.J.” Whitehouse noted that peo-
ple in Little Compton where he 
worked highly endorsed the tech-
nology. A similar system is being 
considered in Jamestown. “People 
say it saves hours,” he said.

The committee read and sug-
gested revisions to two proposed 
guidelines, the Unreserved Fund 
Balance Policy and the Summer 
School Policy. Both drafts are 
slated to be reviewed again next 
month before approval. 

The committee unanimously 
approved a summer school tuition 
rate of $360. Students eligible for 
reduced lunch will be charged 
$180. Students eligible for free 
lunch will be charged no tuition.  
Supt. Lukon noted that the sum-
mer session would run four weeks, 
four days a week, for a total of 16 
four-hour sessions.

School Committee hears 
analysis of test results
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Given recent breaches and excesses 
occurring within our government, the 
time has come for express constitu-
tional protection for a citizen’s right 
of privacy.

•••
Political parties are not governmental 
entities, and the manner in which the 
candidates of these parties are nomi-
nated is not a matter over which the 
government has direct control.

•••
Over the last few decades there has 
been an enormous amount of building 
materials delivered to this island.  And 
virtually nothing taken away.  Will all 
the weight deposited here cause the 
earth to wobble in its orbit?

•••
Just kidding about that.  But not about 
the next item.

•••
For us on Conanicut Island, Narra-
gansett Bay and our groundwater are 
downstream of everything.  Neither 
of those critically important resources 
should be expected to absorb waste.  
By being careful about oil, water, and 
other substances we use on this island, 
we can help keep both the Bay and our 
groundwater clean.
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I see you
Madison Maguire performs a skit that she learned in the 
theater workshop program, sponsored by the Jamestown 
Community Theater and Parks and Recreation Department. 
Mary Wright, Becky Brazil and Iris Bohensky volunteered 
with the children every Sunday afternoon.  
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Stacer receives club certifi cation
Barry A. Stacer, club manager of the Conanicut Yacht Club, a mem-

ber of the New England Club Managers Association (NECMA), and 
presently serving as vice president of NECMA, has been accredited with 
the “Certifi ed Club Manager” designation by the Club Managers Asso-
ciation of America (CMAA). 

Stacer was approved by the Certifi cation Committee of CMAA after suc-
cessfully passing a certifi cation examination. He joins more than 1,000 club 
managers worldwide who have attained this hallmark of professionalism. 
Stacer qualifi ed for the CCM examination as a result of fulfi lling specifi c 
requirements in club management experiences, education and associa-
tion activity. The CCM examination contains nine specifi c areas, includ-
ing private club administration, marketing, food and beverage operations 
and sports management. 

Stacer has been the club manager of the Conanicut Yacht Club for 12 
years. He joined NECMA and CMAA in 2001 and in the past several 
years has held numerous committee and board positions with the orga-
nization. 

The Preservation Society of Newport County 
kicks off the 2008 season on Saturday, April 5, with 
the opening of fi ve properties for daily tours – The 
Breakers, Chateau-sur-Mer, The Elms, Marble House 
and Rosecliff.  Kingscote and Green Animals Topiary 
Garden will open for the season on Tuesday, May 20, 
and the other Newport Mansions: Chepstow, Hunter 
House and Isaac Bell House-will open for the season 
on Saturday, June 21.  

New this year, visitors will be able to see King-

scote (1841) and Isaac Bell House (1883) on a single 
admission.  Architects McKim, Mead and White re-
designed Kingscote, and went on to build Isaac Bell 
House. Together, these two picturesque cottages illus-
trate Newport’s evolution as a premier place for great 
design, fi ne living and the creation of a distinctly 
American style of architecture.

 Visit www.NewportMansions.org or call 847-
1000 for the complete schedule. 

Newport opens mansions for summer season

A good deed
Senator Teresa Paiva-Weed and Representative Bruce Long 
sponsored free bladder cancer screenings to members of the 
Jamestown, Newport and Middletown fire departments last 
week. Weed and Long have introduced legislation that would 
provide the service for all Rhode Island firefighters.
Pictured from left, Paiva-Weed, Dr. Barry Stein, Megan 
Lawler, Giovanni Castiglione, Long, Ken Gladding, and Peter 
Roderick.            Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten


