Lieutenant Donovan - 27 years
of Jamestown police experience

By Sam Bari

Lieutenant William Donovan,
52, joined the Jamestown Police
Department on Aug. 25, 1980. He
attended the police academy with
now retired Sgt. Jack Dube, who
was hired four days earlier. Togeth-
er, they expanded the department to
11 officers.

“When we went to the police
academy, it was run by the Com-
munity College of Rhode Island,”
Donovan said. “But we didn’t have
a real campus. Back then, the 16-
week course took the students to
different locations. We took the
physical training in one place,
studied criminal justice in another,
and learned about weapons in yet
another location. It was all over
the place, but the training was thor-
ough.”

Since then, Donovan has fur-
thered his education while work-
ing as a full-time police officer.
He graduated from Salve Regina
University, where he received a
master’s in administration of jus-
tice in 1999.

Donovan is a Rhode Island na-
tive. He was born in Providence
and grew up in Riverside. While
attending East Providence High
School, he had a friend who was
a state trooper. Donovan asked the
trooper how to join the state police.
The trooper advised him to make
an application, and he said the next
time they were hiring, they would
call him for an interview.

After graduating from high
school in 1973, he took the trooper’s
advice and applied. Unfortunately,
too many applicants were ahead of
him, and he didn’t hear from them
for years. While he was waiting,
Donovan worked a number of jobs.

Lieutenant William Donovan

He was a mechanic for a car dealer
and even repaired compressed gas
and oxygen equipment for National
Medical Equipment.

During that time, he met Teri,
who later became his wife. Before
they were married, they invested in
a house together in the Jamestown
Shores. Donovan frequently went
to Jamestown to go diving. He and
Teri decided they would live in
Jamestown after they were married
and commute to their jobs in Provi-
dence.

After buying the house, they
married and started their life to-
gether in Jamestown. Then he saw
an ad in the local paper advertising
for applicants for the Jamestown
Police Department. He interviewed
with Jim Pemantell, who was the
chief at the time, and was hired.
Donovan has been with the depart-
ment ever since.

The Donovans have been mar-
ried for 28 years, and have three
sons, Spencer, 14, and twins War-
ren and Wilson, who are 8 years
old. After living in Jamestown for
19 years, they bought a home in
Exeter, where they live now.

“We enjoy living in Exeter,”
Donovan said. “My son, Spencer is
a Boy Scout and I’'m a member of
the Troop 35 committee. The twins
are in the Cub Scouts, and I'm sure
they’ll follow in Spencer’s foot-
steps.”

“The area is a good place to do
the things we enjoy together as a
family,” Donovan said. “We go
boating and fishing during the sum-
mer, and I still like to dive. And in
the fall and winter, I enjoy hunt-
ing.”

Donovan is also community
minded and is the vice chairman of
the Exeter Juvenile Board. He ex-
plained that the board is an alterna-
tive to family court. “We’re given a
certain amount of latitude to set up
programs for juveniles who have
committed minor crimes. The idea
is to get them back on track with-
out doing jail time.” He explained
that this does not excuse them from
punishment.

“If they do something like, let’s
say, steal; we might figure out a
way for them to make restitution,
as well as commit to a number of
hours of community service. They
will have to report in, and we will
monitor their progress. If all works
well, they’ll straighten out and con-
tinue their lives as responsible citi-
zens,” Donovan said.

He added, “Other than that,
I work out two nights a week at
Don Culp’s Karate Studio in North
Kingstown, and I still enjoy going
to work in the morning. I always
wanted to be a police officer, and |
am privileged to work with a great
department in a good town.”

His wife, Terri, is a former town
clerk for Jamestown.

Women’s networking meeting set
Myrna George, president of the South County
Tourism Council, will speak on “The Wisdom of
Women” at the next meeting of the Women’s Net-
work RI on Wednesday, April 9, at the Rhumbline

Murprny’s Law

“Sovereignty, after Bosnia, after
Rwanda, in a globalized world, was
more than authority over territory and
people. It was also responsibility.”
-Roger Cohen
International Herald Tribune
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Microsoft has opened a software de-
velopment center in the Canadian
city of Vancouver. This occurred be-
cause unduly restrictive immigration
policies were preventing the company
from staffing such a facility within the
U.S.A.
Divert attention from lax or non-exis-
tent enforcement of existing laws and
regulations: that is what governments
do after disasters. Witness Rhode
Island’s adoption of a draconian fire
code after the Station nightclub fire,
and the U.S.’s enactment of immigra-
tion and travel/communication rules
after 9/11 that harshly impact the lives
of law abiding citizens.
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If the next President is able to with-
draw troops from Iraq quickly, the cost
of the war might be capped at $1.2 tril-
lion. And that’s all borrowed money.
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MORNEAU & MURPHY
ATTORNEYS

77 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835
(401) 423-0400

E-mail: jamurphy@jamestownlawyer.com

Restaurant, 62 Bridge St. in Newport.

The monthly Women’s Network RI meetings are
held from 5 to 7 p.m., and advance registrations are
requested by contacting Cheryl McCarty at 480-2465
or Cheryl@womensnetworkri.com.

Flinton and Laflamme on dean’s list
Two island residents were named to the fall 2007 dean’s list at Babson
College. They are Alexa Flinton and Maurice Laflamme.
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HRYSALIS AWARD WINNER

Best Whole-House Remodel

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com
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Where in the World

is the Jamestown Press?

Jackie Hodgson and Francis Curren took the Press to the
Belvedere Hotel in Davos, Switzerland, during the celebra-
tion of their fourth wedding anniversary.

THE OFFICIAL LIQUOR STORE
FOR LOCAL RED SOX FANS

Gra es &
met

9 Ferry Wharf - Jamestown - 423.0070 - www.grapesandgourmet.com

NOW THAT IT IS OFFICIALLY SPRING
ITS TIME FOR OUR...
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10% OFF

All Spirits, All Shapes, All Sizes, All Colors

Wine Specials

WOODBRIDGE - MIX ‘N MATCH
ALL VARIETALS 1.5ml 2 for $22

MERIDIAN CHARDONNAY 1.51tr 2 for $25
KENDALL JACKSON CHARDONNAY
OR MERITAGE 750ml 3 for $33

MARCUS JAMES WINE
MIX 'N MATCH ALL VARIETALS

3 for $10
MEZZA CORONA PINOT GRIGIO 1.51tr $9.75

Beer Specials

AMSTEL LIGHT 6 PACK BOTTLES
2 for $14

COORS LIGHT 30 PACK CANS
$19.75

ALL DOMESTIC BEER 18 PACK CANS
$13.75

ENTREES
& SOUPS

by Ann Deffley
of Jamestown
- The Travelling Gourmet

Hands-down, the finest wine selection in Jamestown.



