Last week I ventured down to
Ft. Lauderdale to do a little busi-
ness, as I do from time to time,
and in the land of eternal summer,
I found spring. Ah yes . . . the won-
derful season of spring does exist
in Ft. Lauderdale, and for those
of us living in the cold country,
springtime in party town is a real
eye opener, or should I say, eye
strainer?

The temperature does not
change in the springtime in Ft.
Lauderdale. It’s about the same as
it is all winter — warm. Wonderful-
ly warm. So how do those living
in this utopian area of the world
know when spring has sprung?
Fortunately, the wise founders of
party town USA provided for this
tidbit of important information
many years ago.

They knew that the first day of
spring could go by unnoticed if
they didn’t do something so peo-
ple would know when the blessed
event was happening. S000000 . .
. they invented the event of events,
the mother of all parties, the grand

basharoonee of all basharoonees
— Spring Break!

It’s the only way to celebrate
the beginning of spring.

Nothing, but nothing, can com-
pete with spring break in Ft. Lau-
derdale. For decades, the city has
set the undisputed world standard
for party intensity and extreme
funnism. And if funnism isn’t a
word, it should be. Just say fun and
add nism; it says it all. Funnism
is what spring break in the sunny
city on the beach is all about. And
Floridians know how to do it up
right.

They start with miles and miles
of pristine sand. Constantly bleach
it with all day sunshine. Cover
it with bathing suit clad bodies
lathered in sunscreen, moving to
the thumpa-thumpa of really loud
music designed to inspire mating
rituals among primates. And the
throngs are kept entertained by ev-
erything from wet T-shirt contests
to the most attractive belly button
competition at hundreds of bars
lining the beach. Good formula,

You can’t
beat a
system
you can’t
understand

By Sam Bari

huh?

What’s that? Did I stop a few
hearts out there? Are some of you
suddenly experiencing dry-mouth,
and palpitations of the old ticker?
Ohmy...hmmm...I'msorry..
. I didn’t know.

You say you have a kid in col-
lege and he mentioned something
about leaving for a week to take
a break from the unrelenting de-
mands of unreasonable professors
who have the audacity to fill their
students’ heads with a ridiculous
thing called knowledge? And you
sir, say the kid isn’t a “he,” you
have a “she,” who allegedly went
south with friends to catch a little
sunshine, but she wasn’t real spe-
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Spring 1s not around the corner — it’s down south

cific about exactly where she was
going . . . I see.

And as I understand it, you are
concerned about the thumpa-thum-
pa of the ritualistic mating music
sort of, shall we say, influencing
the impressionable minds of your
offspring. Is that what’s bothering
you as you freeze your butt off up
north while they are enjoying the
sweet aroma of coconut oil and all
you can smell is Vicks? That is sad

. so very, very sad.

Now, just to be clear, are you
saying you are worried about your
daughter possibly being one of
the hundreds of thousands of gor-
geous young co-eds on Ft. Lauder-
dale beach? Does it disturb you
that your friend’s son is probably
suffering from the eyestrain that I
mentioned earlier from witnessing
such visions?

If the aforementioned scenario
is what you are experiencing, you
are the victim of a little thing called
— payback. Oh yes, you are pay-
ing for the sins of the father, and
the father is you.

Your kids are doing exactly
what you did 30 years ago. Only
they’re doing it with style. They’re
making you look like a rank ama-
teur. They are enjoying party time
on your dime, just as you did to
your parents when you were the
age of your children. If you don’t
believe me, and you know you
do, go down there — take a look.
They don’t care if you’re over 40.
They’ll just ignore you.

You might even be jealous, be-
cause these kids really know how
to have a good time. Unlike you,
they are young, healthy, and in
fabulous shape.

So if you’re worried about your
kid waking up in the morning after
partying all night long to the last
man standing, stop acting like an
old fossil and get over it. There is
no point worrying about it, because
that is exactly what they are doing,
and they are better off for it.

Allow them to enjoy one of the
few wonderful events that life has
to offer as they grow up in this sys-
tem we just can’t understand.

Final contra dance of season next weekend
The final Newport Contra dance of the season will be on Saturday,
April 12, at the Aquidneck Elementary School, on 70 Reservoir Rd., in

Middletown.

The dance will run from 8 to 11 p.m., with Sargon de Jesus calling

music performed by White Squall.

Soft-soled shoes are required and there will be light snacks served at

Fax Services available at the Jamestown Press. 42 Narragansett Ave.

Do you have questions
about your health?

the break. Directions and details are available on the Web site at www.
newportdance.org. General admission is $7, seniors and students are $5,
and under 10 years old are free. No partners are necessary and all ages
are welcome. For more information, call Sarah Hirsch at 849-3466.

WILLIAM A. LEONARD

General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

I can... > install and setup your computer hardware and software.

> degunk your computer for better performance.

> build or help you build web pages and qut them on the internet.
> help you learn how to use Microsoft™ Windows and Windows programs
> provide scanning services and digital ?hologruphy and show you how.
> create custom programs for Microsoft™ Windows Environment.

You're invited to the
Newport Hospital
Health Fair

L

(401) 423-2809 - WWW.WAL1.COM

-, ~ Saturday, April 5
9am. -1p.m.

Call Now For Pre-Season Specials!
30% Less Than Competitors Price

Mobileise Marine Services
401-737-1834 « mobllelse@cox.net

9 a.m.: Keynote speaker

Certified ¢ Licensed ¢ Insured [_
State of the Art Self-Contained Mobile Unit Visit information booths on health Rajiv Kumar, chairman of
Mechanical Gel Coat nﬂ T

Repair Buff Wax  Detailing . topics and hospital services. Shape Up Rhode Island
Bottom Painting ¢ Electrical  Plumbing e
Sanitation ® Navigation ®* FREE Estimates >

_ _ - 10 a.m.: Screenings and
Bring your children to activities
booths open in the hospital

planned just for kids. courtyard and lobby.

FREE screenings for more than

. Enjoy coffee and healthy
a dozen common conditions:
refreshments.

e Check your blood pressure
® Glucose

e Cholesterol

N\%

® Pulmonary function )

Newport Hospital
A Lifespan Partner

Shutter & Blinds « Shades & Upholstery « Bedding & Pillows
Durasol Lateral Deck Awnings * Hurricane Shutters

Tte Cover-Up Stoppe

401.423.0522

and more (AN

For 135 years, Committed to Caring
for Newport County

www.newporthospital.org




