
The Jamestown Press / April 17, 2008 / Page 7

April 15 has mercifully passed. 
Did everyone survive? I hope so. 
Most Americans remember April 
15 as the darkest day of the year 
because Federal Income Taxes are 
due. We suspected that its stigma 
was not unwarranted, but for 
more reasons than just taxes. We 
had our crack research team, the 
Googlamaniacs, check out the date 
throughout history to confi rm our 
suspicions. 

After nanoseconds of intense 
labor, the Googlamaniacs’ re-
search revealed that disastrous 
events have occurred on that date 
for quite some time. 

For example: on April 15, 1992, 
Billionaire Leona Helmsley was 
sent to jail for tax evasion. How 
ironic. President Lincoln died on 
April 15, 1865, in Washington, 
D.C. The Titanic struck an iceberg 
and sank, in 1912. And President 
Roosevelt was buried at Hyde 
Park, New York, in 1945. April 
15 has not been a good day in his-
tory.

Some radio commentator once 
said, “That old saying should be 

“beware the Ides of April” instead 
of March.” He would be correct 
except for one small error. April 
15 is not the Ides of April.

Everyone knows that March 15 
is the Ides of March, the day Julius 
Caesar was assassinated. But most 
people don’t know that the Ides 
only falls on the 15th of the month 
one-third of the time, in March, 
July and October. During the other 
months, the Ides falls on the 13th. 

April 13, the real Ides, was 
not that bad. President Thomas 
Jefferson was born in 1743. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad received its 
charter in 1847. And The Beatles 
began their historic seven-week 
engagement at the Star Club in 
Hamburg, Germany, 1962.

The only bad event was the 
surrender of Fort Sumter in 1861, 
marking the beginning of the Civil 
War.

However, when we reviewed 
the month of April in its entirety, 
we found it to be thirty days of his-
torical catastrophe. 

• Nazi Germany began its per-
secution of Jews with a boycott of 
Jewish-owned businesses in 1933.

• The World War II invasion of 
Okinawa began in 1945.

• Jesse James was killed by 
Robert Ford, a member of his own 
gang, in 1882.

• President William Henry Har-
rison died in 1841.

• Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated in Memphis, Tenn., 
1968.

• General Douglas MacArthur 
died in Washington, D.C., at age 
84, in 1964.

• Reclusive billionaire Howard 
Hughes died in Houston at age 72 
in 1976.

• Civil War Battle of Shiloh, 
Tenn. was in 1862.

• The United States declared 

war on Germany in 1917.
• Henry Ford died at age 83 in 

1947.
• St. Bernadette, who described 

seeing visions of the Virgin Mary 
at Lourdes, died in Nevers, France 
in 1879.

• The American Revolutionary 
War began with the battles of Lex-
ington & Concord in 1775.

• The Spanish-American War 
began in 1898.

• Adolf Hitler was born in Brau-
nau, Austria in 1889.

• Samuel Clemens, (Mark 
Twain), died in Connecticut in 
1910.

• President Richard M. Nixon 
died in 1994.

• William Shakespeare was 
born in 1564. He died on the same 
day, 52 years later, in 1616.

• Spain declared war on the 
United States in 1898.

• The world’s worst nuclear ac-
cident occurred at the Chernobyl 
plant in the Soviet Union in 1986.

• Edward R. Murrow died in 
Pawling, New York at age 57 in 
1965.

• Adolf Hitler committed sui-
cide along with his wife of one 
day, Eva Braun in 1945.

And let’s not forget about the 
Branch Davidian disaster, the 
Oklahoma City bombing, and the 
Columbine massacre all happened 
within a few days of each other, 
but in different years.

Think about this. In our country 
alone, four signifi cant wars began 
in the month of April. Hitler was 
born and died during April. Four 
presidents passed away (one of 
them was assassinated), and sev-
eral of the most diabolical crimes 
in history were committed. The 
entire month of March pales in 
comparison, not just the Ides. 

Let’s see . . . today is only the 
17th. We still have a couple of 
weeks of April left. This is not 
good. May is a nice month. But 
it’s so far away. We’re right in the 
middle of the anniversary of one of 
the darkest weeks in history. We’re 
stuck trying to survive in a system 
we can’t understand.

Do you think we should we beware of the Ides of April?

By Sam Bari

You can’t 
beat a 
system 
you can’t 
understand

See “Letters” on page 13

Take It Off For Spring
10% Off  Any Waxing Service

Sanctuary for the Tranquil Arts

Open Daily
401.423.9830

123 Narragansett Ave
Jamestown, RI 02835

Ocean Essence Spa

G Y R O  R I N G S  •  Y O - Y O S  •  J U G G L I N G  B A L L S  •  L O T S  M O R E !

16 West Main Street 
Wickford, RI
295-0081
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De l t a  K i t e s  •  Po c k e t  K i t e s  •  I n d o n e s i a n  D ra g o n  K i t e s

GO FLY A KITE!
The Rhode Island Hand Center

Surgery and Care of the Hand and Upper Extremity

Leonard F. Hubbard, MD
Board Certified by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Fellow of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand

Victoria Moitoso, OTR/L
Christina Allard, COTA/L

Therapy for the Hand and Upper Extremity

New Patients Seen Immediately
Accepting Most Insurance Including United Health

1150 Reservoir Ave., Cranston, RI 02920  401-942-0280

www.rihandcenter.com

14 Narragansett Avenue • 423-1490

MERMAID MONEY

Dinner Tuesday thru Saturday, Lunch Friday and Saturday
Closed Sunday & Monday

$3 OFF ANy 
Regular Priced Dinner Entree

Valid until 4/30/08

Only 1 per customer pleasE 

Not Valid for any Specials

Good only at Tricia’s Tropi Grille!

NOW OPEN
for the 

Season
Market Open Daily

8:30 am - 7 pm

Unique Gifts
Vegetables 

 Fruit
Cut Flowers 

Fresh Baked Goods
Gourmet Food 

Ice Cream
Local Artisans

915 MITCHELL’S LANE
MIDDLETOWN, RI 02842

 (401) 847-3912

Johnson and Wales University will hold an open 
house for all colleges on Saturday, May 10.

The open house for prospective business, hos-
pitality and technology students will be held at the 
Downcity Campus starting with registration at 10 
a.m. Prospective students and their families will have 
a general presentation, followed by faculty presenta-
tions at Xavier Academic Complex and the John Ha-
zen White Center. A tour of the Downcity Campus 
will be provided and conclude with department infor-
mation booths at the Pepsi Forum. Parking and tour 
information will be provided at the Johnson parking 
lot located on Pine Street.

The College of Culinary Arts open house will take 
place at the Harborside Campus located at 265 Har-
borside Blvd. starting with registration at 10 a.m. Pro-
spective students and their families will register at the 
recreation center. Participants will then have an ad-
missions and faculty presentation followed by a cam-
pus tour and culinary demonstrations. The program 
will conclude with visiting the department informa-
tion booths, located in Delaney Gymnasium.

The Open House at both locations starts promptly 
at 11 a.m. and lasts approximately 3 hours.

For more information and directions, call JWU-
1000 or 1-800-DIAL-JWU.

College to hold open house, campus tours in early May

Bradley Hospital, in East Providence, will host a 
lecture by autism expert Rowland Barrett, Ph.D. on 
Thursday, April 24, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Barrett will provide an overview of Asperger’s 
disorder, including the symptoms of the disorder, 
how it differs from autism, and the various treat-

ments options available.
The lecture takes place at the Ruggles Gymna-

sium, 1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway This event 
is free and open to the public. Call 444-4800 or go 
to www.lifespan.org to register.

Asperger’s disorder workshop offered 


