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Methoprene blame 
is premature

Regarding last week’s 
news story “Are pesticides 
killing Rhode Island lob-
sters?” public health of-
fi cials, too, are very con-
cerned about the area’s 
dwindling lobster popula-
tion. However, before the 
newspaper and others cast 
blame as to the reasons why 
lobster numbers are down, 
we need to fi rst take a hard 
look at the science.

Lobstermen are wor-
ried that a pesticide, used in 
catch basins to control the 
development of mosquito 

larvae, is killing lobsters 
in Narragansett Bay and 
Rhode Island Sound. The 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) takes 
these concerns seriously and 
has required historic testing 
of the larvicide methoprene, 
and its effects on crusta-
ceans. A separate study 
conducted in 2007 in New 
York found that methoprene 
has no “signifi cant adverse 
ecological impacts.” In fact, 
more than 20 studies have 
shown that, when applied 

at recommended rates, even 
at rates up to 375 times the 
concentration found follow-
ing an application at label 
rates, methoprene has abso-
lutely no effect on lobsters 
and other crustaceans.

There is one study that 
claims methoprene does 
harm lobsters. However, 
that study used concentra-
tions in excess of 500 times 
the maximum amount found 
after mosquito control ap-
plications. Using 500 times 
the amount of any pesticide 

proves very little regarding 
its safety at environmentally 
relevant application rates.

So, what’s really behind 
the declining populations of 
lobsters? At this point, no 
one knows for sure. Valid 
scientifi c studies point to a 
variety of factors, such as 
water hypoxia, shell dis-
ease, and parasitism. Still, 
in the face of scientifi c data, 
groups continue to blame 
methoprene: it’s a conve-
nient target. In a previous 
report, the Press said Maine 
had banned methoprene 
and claimed that is why the 

loan of $3,833.92 for the relief of the unemployed 
in Jamestown; that the town adopt daylight savings 
time, commencing April 30, at 2 a.m.

The fl agpole at the Narragansett avenue engine 
house, which was donated by Charles H. Brooks, 
has been set in place and the new fl ag fl oated for a 
short time Thursday.

50 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, April 23, 1958

Six troops of Jamestown Girl Scouts and Brown-
ies took part in the fi rst neighborhood Juliette Low 
rally yesterday afternoon at the Recreation Center, 
before a large gathering of parents and friends.
From the Newport Daily News, April 24, 1958

The Commerce Oil Refi ning Corp. has notifi ed 
the federal Securities and Exchange Commission it 
“is postponing its fi nancing indefi nitely.”
From the Newport Daily News, April 25, 1958

Dutch Island, the 75-acre former military reser-
vation once known as Fort Greble, was conveyed to 
the state for use as a wildlife preserve yesterday by 
the federal government.

Vandals this week scattered one-inch roofi ng 
nails in the driveways of fi ve members of the James-
town Protective Assn., which strongly opposes the 
proposed oil refi nery in town.
From the Newport Daily News, April 29, 1958

The Jamestown Ferry Authority informed the 
Town Council at its meeting last night that the au-
thority cannot see any reason why the state should 
be expected to transport Jamestown school children, 
who attend schools in Newport, free of charge on the 
ferry.  … The original request for free transportation 

came from the School Committee, seeking to save 
the taxpayers more than $1,000 in transportation.

25 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, April 25, 1983

“A Salute to the USO” in Jamestown Saturday 
drew throngs of people. The celebration honored the 
USO building, which opened in 1942. Since World 
War II, it has served as a town recreation center and 
meeting place.
From the Newport Daily News, April 27, 1983

The Town Council adopted the numbering or-
dinance Monday night giving residents 90 days 
to number homes and buildings on the Island. … 
Odd numbers will be assigned to the west and south 
sides and even numbers to the east and north sides. 
… The town engineer is designing the numbering 
system and will be making the assignments. One 
number will be assigned for each 20 feet of street or 
highway footage.

15 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, April 22, 1993

Town water users will see an increase in their 
next water bill. Sitting as the Board of Water and 
Sewer Commissioners Monday, the Town Coun-
cil voted 5-0 to raise the minimum meter charges, 
which are billed quarterly, as follows: 5/8-inch me-
ter from $28 to $30 … 4-inch meter from $233 to 
$250.

About 100 volunteers collected more than 5.5 
tons of trash Sunday in the fourth annual island 
cleanup day. The event had been postponed from 
Saturday due to stormy weather.

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, April 23, 1998

Upgrading work underway on Southwest Avenue 
for the past two weeks by the state Department of 
Transportation has been stopped due to concerns 
by the Narragansett Indians that ancient graves and 
artifacts will be disturbed. The decision was made 
to stop work last Friday, and a meeting was held 
Monday morning between representatives of DOT, 
the Narragansett tribe, Jamestown, and the state 
Historic Preservation Commission.
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100 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, April 22, 1908

The fi re alarm was rung about 10:30 this morn-
ing for a brush fi re on Taylor’s point. The man in 
charge of Miss E. H. Hacker’s place … rode to the 
station to give an alarm, whereas a telephone mes-
sage to any of the stations near the engine house 
would have saved much time.

The Jamestown Band was out last evening for the 
fi rst time this year, the occasion being a serenade to 
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Watson.
From the Newport daily News, April 24, 1908

U. S. Collier Caesar, which is anchored in the 
east bay with two submarines on board, is attract-
ing more than passing notice from the passengers 
on the ferry, which passes close by her on the trip 
to Newport.
From the Newport Daily News, April 25, 1908

The Fort Greble baseball team will play the 
Training Station team at that place this afternoon.

The fi rst lobster shipment of the season was made 
today when fi ve barrels were shipped to Newport.

75 years ago
From the Newport Daily News, April 22, 1933

At a special meeting of the town council … it 
was voted that notice be posted that the Council in-
tends to grant permits to the White Nook, James-
town Pharmacy and Lyons market for the sale of 
light wines and beer.

The Americanization classes, which have been 
conducted in the Carr school for the past winter, by 
Miss Claire Weicker as teacher, came to a close Fri-
day evening, with an entertainment by the students 
and short talks by the members of the school com-
mittee, who were guests of the evening. There were 
also many friends of the students present.

The ringing of the fi re bell at 9 o’clock Friday 
evening was for a grass fi re on the east Shore road, 
opposite the Tweed nurseries.
From the Newport Daily News, April 27, 1933

At the meeting of the town council it was … 
voted that the town of Jamestown request the State 
Unemployment Relief Commission for a second 

See “Letters” on next page

Help clean up our 
shoreline this Saturday

It has become a Jamestown tradition. Held every 
April since the early 1990s, the Jamestown Conser-
vation Commission’s annual Island Shoreline Clean-
up is our local Earth Day celebration. The event is a 
simple but effective way we can make an important 
difference for our community and our planet.

Think globally — act locally.
This Saturday, April 26, volunteers of all ages 

will gather at 8 a.m. at the Jamestown Recreation 
Center on Conanicus Avenue. Coffee and muffi ns 
to get the day started will be provided for all by the 
good folks at Slice of Heaven.

Teams of volunteers will then be assigned by 
organizers to pick up the litter at one of our island’s 
public shoreline access areas. We have quite a few.

This is a great family event. Bring the kids! Trash 
collection bags will be provided. Be sure to bring 
work gloves and wear old clothes or work clothes. 
Waterproof shoes or boots are recommended. Be 
advised, you might get dirty.

Each year, volunteers pick up tons of litter from 
our island beaches. There’s a wide assortment of 
marine-related fl otsam and jetsom. There’s even 
more refuse that is just plain trash that people 
should have been sensible enough to not leave be-
hind in the fi rst place.

All the trash is hauled to East Ferry by volunteers 
with pickup trucks. Our friends from Island Rub-
bish have again donated a 20-yard dumpster (as they 
have done every year) to haul away the garbage.

The work wraps up about noonish. Everyone 
returns to the Recreation Center where they will 
be treated to a well-deserved lunch served by the 
Conanicut Island Land Trust. 

Be green and volunteer a few hours of your time 
this Saturday morning. We’ll see you there.

— Jeff McDonough


