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AVAILABLE IN: BLUE, TAN & BLUSH
Featured on

“THIS OLD HOUSE”

MACADAM PAVING
TAR & CHIP

100% Recyclable Materials Used Since 1971

401-568-1500
Call for addresses for viewing!

www.larrytorti.com                                   CT Lic. #610387    RI Lic. #4888

The Cover-Up Shoppe

401.423.0522

t r a t t o r i a  S I M P A T I C O

13 Narragansett  Avenue  Jamestown  RI

401.423.3731
More information at trattoriasimpatico.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, May 3rd • Kentucky Derby 
Join us for the Kentucky Derby. Wear your Hats and join in the fun.

Prizes will  be awarded.

Monday, May 5th • Cinco de Mayo Celebration
Special Mexican menu, great festive drinks (other menus being served as well)

Come early and receive a hat or other Mexican party favor.

Sunday, May 11th • Mother’s Day
Always special,  full  menu with additional specials and rose for your Mom. 

Make her day special!

Thursday, June 5th • “Two Meatballs in the Italian Kitchen”
Come join us and meet the famous chefs and authors of the book

Our chefs will  be cooking recipes from their book
6–course tasting menu $50.00 pp

Tickets and reservations available at Trattoria Simpatico 423.3731
Live music

Phyllis and the staff  of  Trattoria Simpatico would like to thank you for your continued
support and patronage. Looking forward to serving you for the fifteenth year (1993-2008)

Florist & Garden Center

Open Seven Days
10 am to 6 pm

Soils & Mulches Have Arrived.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 11th
We have something for every MOM on your list.

Place Your Orders Early!
Unique Vase Creations • Cut Flower Bouquets

Basket Arrangments • Hanging Baskets & More!

Boat show coming to Newport this month
The 34th Annual Newport Spring Boat Show will present its 

most complete selection of boats and boating products when it 
runs for three days, May 16 to 18, at the Newport Yachting Cen-
ter.  

Included will be brokerage boats and new boat specials, boat-
ing products, equipment and accessories and, new this year, a 
“Marine Consignment Tent” fi lled with used items from boaters 
and boat dealers alike. 

For the consignment center they ask boaters to bring their 
used marine equipment in good working condition, put a price 
on it and drop it off at the Newport Yachting Center starting 
Sunday, May 11 through Wednesday, May 14, between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

For more information on the boat show, including how to put 
in items at the Marine Consignment Tent, contact Newport Exhi-
bition Group at 846-1115 or visit the Web site at www.newport-
springboatshow.com.

300-foot wall to be 
constructed in coming 
months
By Sam Bari

The Conanicus Avenue seawall 
is getting more than a repair and 
a facelift, according to the state’s 
Department of Transportation.  

“After inspecting the area since 
the April 16, 2007 storm that col-
lapsed the seawall and the road be-
hind it, we found other problems,” 
state engineer David Morgan said. 

The state was considering the 
project before the storm even oc-
curred, Morgan said. “Then the 
storm expanded the problem, and 
after inspecting the area, we de-
termined that just repairing the 
wall and the road would not be 
adequate in the long term,” the en-
gineer said.

Plans were sent out for bid on 
Jan. 18 of this year, Morgan said. 
“They include a seawall built out-
side of the present seawall, which 
will double the support. We de-
signed a 300-foot wall for the pur-
pose.” Morgan said that the entire 
sidewalk is being replaced, so is-
land residents will really benefi t 
from an event that was initially a 

disaster.
Town Engineer Michael Gray 

said that the engineering depart-
ment at the state Department of 
Transportation has kept the town 
abreast of the state of the project 
since the beginning. “Initially, 
they made a substantial temporary 
repair to shore up the road as well 
as the existing wall,” Gray said. 
“Everything is safe, and if another 
storm of that magnitude occurred, 
the road would not be in danger of 
collapsing.” 

Seven companies responded 
to the January bid, but the project 
has not yet been awarded, Gray 
said. Morgan said the bid will be 
awarded as soon as possible, but 
several factors that include avail-
ability to do the work on a sched-
ule that is amenable to the town as 
well as the contractor needs to be 
considered.

“I can’t give a concrete an-
swer,” Morgan said. “But I assure 
you, we are doing everything we 
can to start construction at the ear-
liest possible date. If everything 
goes well, we’ll do the job this 
summer. I’d like to say that it will 
be ready for spring, but the extent 
of the work is much more than 

was originally considered. Conse-
quently planning, designing, and 
bidding a project of this dimension 
required more time.”

Morgan said that once construc-
tion begins, the town will not be in-
convenienced to any great extent. 
“We’ll probably have a construc-
tion lane on Conanicus Avenue for 
a few weeks, but it shouldn’t im-
pede traffi c to any great degree,” 
he added.

Ed Parker, who was the Depart-
ment of Transportation chief engi-
neer at the time of the storm said, 
“We knew we had a problem be-
fore the severity of the storm was 
even predicted. I was at the seawall 
discussing the project with Town 
Administrator Bruce Keiser just 
a couple of days before the storm 
hit. We talked about bidding out 
what appeared to be an approxi-
mately $600,000 project. Then the 
worst scenario possible happened. 
We were slammed by the most 
devastating nor’easter the state 
has experienced in years. After the 
seawall collapsed on Monday, I 
declared a state of emergency and 
immediately brought in crews to 
make repairs to get traffi c up and 
moving again.” 

Seawall to get major overhaul from state DOT

Donate old boating equipment to yard sale
The North Kingstown Sailing Team is looking for 

donations of nautical items for its fund-raising yard 
sale, which will be held on Saturday, May 10, from 8 
a.m. to noon in the high school cafeteria. 

Clothing, boat hardware, electronics and small 
boats are welcome. All items should be in good, 
working condition. 

Yard sale tables are also available for rent to sell 
nautical gear.

In Jamestown, items can be dropped off at 55 Gon-
dola Ave. on the front porch.

Please affi x name and address to any donations so 
that a receipt can be sent. Call 423-3167 for more in-
formation.

Donate items to University of Rhode Island yard sale
The University of Rhode Island will hold a giant 

yard sale on Saturday,  June 7, in the Keaney Gym 
parking lot.  

Items can be dropped off at the Roger Williams 
Dining Hall kitchen on Wednesday evenings, begin-

ning May 7, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. On Friday, June 6, 
items can be dropped at the Keaney parking lot.

Tables are available for rent for $25.
For more information, call Nancy Hawksley at 

874-2840 or Gerri Beagle at 874-2460.


