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AVAILABLE IN: BLUE, TAN & BLUSH
Featured on

“THIS OLD HOUSE”

MACADAM PAVING
TAR & CHIP

100% Recyclable Materials Used Since 1971

401-568-1500
Call for addresses for viewing!

www.larrytorti.com                                   CT Lic. #610387    RI Lic. #4888

For tickets call (401) 782-TKTS (8587) 
Mon–Sat, 10am–4pm, or visit us online at

Ain’t Misbehavin’ ★ May 28–June 15
THE TOE TAPPIN’ TONY AWARD WINNER

George M! ★ June 18–July 12
A SPECTACULAR PATRIOTIC MUSICAL

Evita ★ July 16–August 3
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER’S BLOCKBUSTER HIT

The Producers ★ August 6–31
BROADWAY’S 12-TIME TONY AWARD-WINNING SENSATION

SUMMER THEATRE 
RETURNS TO MATUNUCK!

www.theatrebythesea.com

SEASON 
SPONSOR

BOX OFFICE NOW OPEN

Now harvesting
our own

ASPARAGUS
Market Open Daily

8:30 am - 7 pm
Unique Gifts
Vegetables 

 Fruit
Cut Flowers 

Fresh Baked Goods
Gourmet Food 

Ice Cream
Local Artisans

Breakfast Sandwiches
Saturday & Sunday

915 MITCHELL’S LANE
MIDDLETOWN, RI 02842

 (401) 847-3912
Call potter Harry Spring, at 294-5863 for details. 

www.springpottery@verizon.net

Deep blue or beige/green. $75-$85.
Shipping available throughout U.S.

Wedding Bowl
Handmade stoneware pottery wedding bowl

“Love is the Only Ingredient the Really Matters”
 inscribed around the rim.

Or order bowl with names of bride
& groom and dates of wedding. 

Bowl is large enough to feed 
6-8 portions of food and 

is an exquisite centerpiece.

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

Buy 3 bottles of wine
and get a 10% discount!

GREAT PRICES!
Free Delivery • Quantity Discounts

The
Walrus
Says

By Jim Munro

We were looking for a 
Mother’s Day item 
for the column, so we 

asked Cathryn Jamieson if she 
had any ideas. After all, at her 
salon she comes in contact with 
a lot of island mothers. Without 
hesitation she replied, “Karen 
Rafanelli. She is one of the best 
mothers I know,” she said.

Karen is no stranger to us. It 
seems as though she is always 
taking our grandson Tom some-
where  

along with her 16-year-old 
son, John, a close friend of Tom. 
On more than one occasion, 
reaching Tom on his cell phone 
to inquire about his location he 
replied he was having dinner 
with the Rafanellis. And, when 
he moved briefl y to Connecticut 
it was Karen who gave his going 
away party.

That is just some of one fam-
ily’s experiences with Karen. 
When we asked Cathryn if she 
could be more explicit about why 
she thinks Karen is one of the 
best mothers she knows, she re-
plied that Karen is “fair, honest, 
reality-based, intuitive, compas-
sionate, an understanding, dis-
ciplinarian, forgiving, giving of 
time to all who need her, funny, 
revealing, faithful, devoted, and 
spiritual. She fi lls all the shoes 
and deserves a vacation.” Now, 
that’s pretty explicit.

Outside her family there is 
probably no one who knows 
Karen better than co-worker Isa-
bel Jepson. “Karen Rafanelli is 
the mom everyone would love 
to have. I know because I see 
her interactions with her family 
every week. On Saturday morn-
ings, Karen and I share ‘salon 
time’ having nails and hair done 
but mostly we just love to catch 
up on our week and share family 
stories. Karen’s are always about 
her children. Even as she sits 
talking to me the cell phone rests 
at her elbow and she cheerfully 
takes calls directing her sons’ 
events throughout the weekend, 
including driving one to a sport-
ing event, the other to a friend’s 
house.

“This is the all-American fam-

ily as we would all like to have 
it, with the heart being Karen, 
who never stops giving. She goes 
through all the drama that fami-
lies do and never stops smiling. If 
someone needs to get to a sport-
ing event, she is there, a school 
social or dance she’s there. If 
there is an event at school and 
they need a parent to be involved 
you can believe that not only is 
she involved, but she will prob-
ably run it. She is passionate 
about her children’s education 
and makes sure they get the very 
best there is and that they do the 
very best they can do.

“Karen opens her heart and 
home to the community wherever 
she sees a need. She makes that 
gathering even more special by 
including the sale of jewelry for 
poverty stricken women. Gradu-
ations, birthdays, showers, it is 
all at Karen’s house and you can 
be sure there is always a crowd 
of kids.

“Karen is family to all of us 
and we know if we need to we 
can call on her in a minute for 
help. I feel blessed to have her in 
my life.” 

Karen moved to the island 18 
years ago when she and her hus-
band, Tony, were married. He is 
a whole separate story when it 
comes to community involve-
ment. She met him at Raytheon 
where they both worked, she as 
a corporate travel agent. When 
John arrived, she stayed home 
and four years later their second 
son, Matt, now 12, showed up. 
She remained home with him un-
til he went to kindergarten. Both 
boys are adopted.

She has been employed at the 
Jamestown School for the past 
six years and is currently work-
ing with kindergarteners. “They 
are keeping me young,” she said.

Along the way, Karen has 
been a member of the PTO board 
for “it seems like forever.” Next 
year will be her last as Matt will 
be moving on to high school. 
“I will not have any kids in the 
Jamestown school. That is very 
sad.” She is also on the School 

Improvement and Health and 
Wellness Committees. 

After a close friend died at 38 
years old of breast cancer, Karen 
was active in Relay for Life. She 
also adopted, as a member of 
Children Friends and Service, a 
couple in their 80s who lived in 
the Pemberton Apartments. The 
couple had no family here, so she 
would take them shopping when 
she went shopping. “There we 
were, two kids under 6 and two 
people over 80. It was an all day 
adventure.” They were also invit-
ed to the Rafanellis for Christmas. 
They have since passed away. 

Actually, there are two moth-
ers in the Raffanelli home. Three 
years ago she teamed up with 
her mother, Juliette Moura, and 
bought a house together. “My 
mother has always been very ac-
tive, so I guess that is where I get 
it from. She is an avid concert-
goer and took us to see the Roll-
ing Stones two years ago. She 
has seen Rod Stewart and Michel 
Buble a few times.”

So how are the two mothers 
going to spend Sunday? “On the 
basketball court, John’s playing 
in a tournament,” Karen said. 
When we expressed surprise that 
the tournament was being played 
on Mother’s Day, she quipped, 
“Fathers run it.”

Maybe they’ll at least play 
some rock ‘n roll music for your 
mom.

***
BankNewport, at the sugges-

tion of David Pritchard, took on a 
Hawaiian accent Friday when the 
staff, including VP Mike Devito, 
showed up for work with color-
ful island shirts, from the other 
island.

The bank was handing out free 
popcorn, but no coconuts.

***
And, there’s a new look in 

Jamestown Wine & Spirits. Own-
er Ilesh Patel has opened up the 
wall connecting to Video Show-
case, combining the two busi-
nesses. There is even a new line 
of attractive Jamestown sweat-
shirts. Check it out.

***
Jim West is back in town from 

his Florida digs and is looking 
great. The 93-year-old World War 
II vet said he’s looking forward 
to the Memorial Day parade.

***
Kurt Nelson is looking for 

photographs of the Edsel that in 
the 60s was used as a taxi on the 
island. About a year and a half 
ago he purchased the 1959 ve-
hicle and was told at that time by 
several people of the history of 
the Edsel.

“I’m in the process of refur-
bishing the car. I wouldn’t call 
it a restoration as I’m not com-
pletely disassembling it and such, 
but it will be in running condition 
hopefully this summer. I am go-
ing to have the body repaired and 
painted so it will look nice too. 
Perhaps at a later date I will do a 
complete restoration but, for now 
I just want to get it on the road.”

So, if you have a photo in your 
attic archives you can reach him 
at 423-1161.

***
Our thanks to Dr. Joshua Hatch 

of the Jamestown Animal Clinic, 
who for the past three years plus 
has contributed to this column 
the weekly Pet Tip of the Week 
and never missed a deadline.

He is no longer weekly, but 
will return from time to time with 
his words of wisdom about the 
animal world.

WOOF!
***

Kudos to Sarah and Craig 
Richardson of Beavertail Road 
and Fran and George Boyer from 
Whale Rock Road for their dona-
tions to the Rocket ‘Hogs. Times 
awasting folks, The 4th is com-
ing up quickly; get those checks 
in to the Fireworks Fund, Box 
1776, Jamestown 02835.

KA-BOOM!
***

The Shadow knows, says Glo-
ria Conley of Elizabeth City, NC, 
Chris Smyth of Louisville, KY, 
and Larry Lewis to our question 
last week, Who knows what evil 
lurks in the hearts of men? Glo-
ria added, “Just saw the movie on 
TCM a couple of weeks ago. The 
Shadow was a crime fi ghter early 
super hero, who seemed to turn 
up everywhere there were she-
nanigans going on.”

Great job, guys, now tell us 
the name of the actor who did 
the radio show and the Shadow’s 
name when he wasn’t being the 
Shadow.

See “Walrus” on page 26


