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School panel hears about high school changes
By Michaela Kennedy

Gerald Foley, principal of 
North Kingstown High School, 
met with the Jamestown School 
Committee last week to share up-
dates on programming and antici-
pated changes for the next school 
year. 

At the May 8 school commit-
tee meeting, Foley outlined a new 
program, called Success Acad-
emy, that is expected to provide 
a stronger learning environment 
for students typically three years 
behind grade level in reading. The 
program, which includes a litera-
cy coach and special needs educa-
tor, is designed to replace general 
level classes. 

Foley said that some students 
placed in general level education 
courses presently had behavioral, 
not academic, problems. Those 
pupils are scheduled to enter col-
lege preparatory classes. Others 
struggled and needed more help. 
“With profi ciency being more at 
the forefront, we look at kids and 
what they are profi cient in,” he 
said. “It’s all about literacy and 
numeracy.”

A criticism of the present gen-
eral level studies is that not all pu-
pils are being challenged, Foley 
said. Some students in the general 
program scored better than aver-
age on standardized tests. Those 
pupils are scheduled to be inte-
grated into college preparatory 
classes. “Slowing down puts you 

behind. You have to accelerate 
the learning for kids to catch up,” 
Foley said. “We need to offer a 
different approach to these kids.”

Superintendent Marcia Lu-
kon said that Jamestown students 
seemed to struggle with earth 
science. Principal Kathy Alman-
zor asked if the algebra taught 
at Davisville Elementary School 
was the same as Jamestown. 
After some discussion, Foley 
and Jamestown administrators 
planned for teachers in both com-
munities to meet and review cur-
ricula to ensure that Jamestown 
students are adequately prepared 
for high school.

In a discussion about gradu-
ation requirements, committee 
member William “Bucky” Bren-
nan asked about fi nal presenta-
tions to complete a high school de-
gree. He echoed a question asked 
by his daughter who is a senior, 
“If a student is in AP (Advanced 
Placement classes) and does well, 
aren’t I already profi cient?”

Foley explained that North 
Kingstown adopted two ways for 
students to demonstrate learning. 
He emphasized that it is a perfor-
mance-based graduation require-
ment mandated by state law. He 
noted the importance of standing 
before a group, expressing oneself 
and answering questions. “This 
has affected our curriculum and 
education overall,” he said, add-
ing, “There’s going to be nerves 

with our best and brightest kids.”
Answering questions about 

budget and staffi ng, Foley report-
ed that enrollment was growing. 
Class size would increase, but the 
number of faculty members re-
mains the same. 

In other business, the com-
mittee voted 3 to 1 to approve a 
staff request for a two-year leave 
of absence. Lukon recommended 
granting the request by fourth 
grade teacher Philip Capaldi so 
he may serve as a teacher in resi-
dence in the Guiding Education in 
Math and Science Program at the 
University of Rhode Island.

Brennan, the dissenting vote, 
said he valued Capaldi’s work and 
valued the superintendent’s opin-
ion.  He could not “philosophi-
cally” support the request, espe-
cially since the school department 
already had another teacher in the 
program who would be able to in-
struct the staff. “I feel that once 
a teacher is out of the district for 
more than a year, we lose some 
skills and their freshness. We also 
lose management of our employ-
ees.” 

Committee member Julia Held 
agreed with Brennan, but also 
considered the science program 
to be valuable. “You have to be 
comfortable with the science to 
teach it. People coming back can 
provide that to their colleagues,” 
she said, adding that the sabbati-
cal did not affect the budget.
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COMPARE OUR PRICES-YOU’LL BE AMAZED!

Svedka Vodka 1.75ltr $18.75

Canadian Club 1.75ltr $19.75

Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75ltr $22.75

Tanquerey Gin 1.75ltr $31.75
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Twisted Wines - All Varietals 1.5ltr 2 for $18

Yellowtail Wine - All Varietals 1.5ltr 2 for $20

Candoni Pinot Grigio or Chianti 1.5ltr 2 for $25

Beer SpecialsBeer Specials

Mikes Hard Lemonade 6 Pack - All Flavors $6.75

Coors Light 12 Pack Bottles $8.75

Bud or Bud Light 12 Pack Cans $8.75

Icehouse 30 Pack Cans $15.75
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Attention
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Exquisite handcrafted 14K and sterling silver jewelry.

128 Spring St. Newport, RI 02840 | www.breakell.com | 401.849.0195
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Lucky oyster, lucky bamboo,
lucky you.

Parent group to meet
The North Kingstown High 

School PTSO will hold its fi nal 
meeting of the school year on 
Wednesday, May 21, at 7 p.m. at 
the school’s Media Center.

The agenda will include the 
election of new offi cers for the 
2008-2009 school year.

Also included will be Gerald 
Foley’s Principal’s Report and 
a wrap up of all the end of the 
school year events and activities, 
which includes Senior Week and 
Graduation.

Fax Services available 
at the Jamestown Press

42 Narragansett Ave.

Breakfast 
Sandwich Combo
Deal –  ONLY $5.00 
Egg & Cheese with Sausage, 
Bacon or Canadian Bacon 
Cooked to Order & Toasted, 
Side of Fresh Fruit, Medium 
Coffee, Six Flavors

Offer valid until May 22, 2008

Spring Hours 
7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. • Every Day!

We’re kickin’ off the 
season with our:

3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown • 423-3077

The St. Michael’s Country Day School community 
will celebrate its commitment to the arts this Friday, 
May 16, from 6 to 8:30 p.m., at the school’s ninth an-
nual ArtsFest. 

Each of the artistic disciplines  – studio art, chorus, 
band, dance, drama, computer graphics and video – 
will be featured, as a way of showcasing the students’ 
many creative talents.

Aside from the school’s performing arts center, 
the hallways, classrooms, common rooms – even the 
library – will become art galleries and performance 
areas. Projects by every student, from youngest to 
oldest, will be on display everywhere. 

Admission and parking is free, and the public is 
welcome to attend. 

St. Michael’s Country Day School hosts art fair tomorrow night
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