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By Sam Bari
The state transportation depart-

ment is expanding the scope of the 
seawall project on Conanicus Av-
enue near East Ferry for the second 
time, according to Heidi Cote, a 
Rhode Island Department of Trans-
portation spokesperson.

“The project is be advertised for 
bid again in June,” Cote said. “The 
road repairs and replacement wall 
require about twice as much work 
and materials as originally estimat-
ed.

“RIDOT believes that doubling 
the amount of work prior to the fall 
and winter storm season rather than 
having to go out on an emergency 
basis is benefi cial to both the town 
and the state,” Cote said in a written 
statement.

Town Engineer Michael Gray 
said that RIDOT has been working 
closely with the town on the project. 
He said they have been cooperative, 
attentive, and concerned with the 
town’s needs. RIDOT has been con-
siderate of the scheduling of the ma-
jor part of the work so the impact on 
the tourist season and inconvenience 
to residents is minimal, Gray said.

“Considering the magnitude of 
the project, I believe repairing the 
road, rebuilding the seawall, and 
constructing a sidewalk would be 

best after the season and before the 
winter storms begin,” Gray said. 
“RIDOT is amenable to that time-
table, so the re-bidding of the ex-
panded plan is working well with 
the schedule.”

The wall had been showing signs 
of deterioration several years ago, 
and the matter was brought to the 
attention of Town Administrator 
Bruce Keiser not long after he took 
offi ce. He discussed the problems 
with Ed Parker, the RIDOT chief 
engineer at the time. They went out 
to inspect the area just days before 
an unexpected spring nor’easter hit 
with a vengeance.

The nor’easter began Sunday af-
ternoon, April 15, 2007, and contin-
ued late into Monday with pounding 
wind and more than three-inches of 
rain recorded at the Water Treatment 
Plant on North Main Road.

The greatest damage occurred 
late Monday afternoon on Conani-
cus Avenue at the Emerson Lane 
entrance to Shoreby Hill where part 
of the seawall and road were washed 
away. The road had been closed ear-
lier that day because of pounding 
waves and high tides.

Police Chief Thomas Tighe said 
state-hired workers were at the sea-
wall late that Monday and they re-
turned with heavy equipment the 

next day to make emergency repairs 
to the road and seawall, which are 
part of the state road system.

Public Works Director Steve Go-
slee reported that two sewer mains 
malfunctioned: on Conanicus Av-
enue at Knowles Court during the 
storm, dumping about 16,000 gal-
lons of wastewater into Narragansett 
Bay at East Ferry; and at the Dump-
lings, south of East Ferry, where 
about 14,000 gallons of wastewater 
went into the bay. The area had to 
be closed to the taking of shellfi sh 
as a result.

RIDOT made substantial re-
pairs, and the wall and road were 
made safe for travelers. However, 
“It won’t hold forever,” Gray said. 
“Consequently, RIDOT engineers 
have taken a look at the broad pic-
ture and have planned for the future. 
They believe the most prudent thing 
to do in the best interests of safety 
and economy is to rebuild 300-feet 
of the seawall outside of the present 
wall to double the strength,” Gray 
said.

“By exercising a little patience 
and cooperating with RIDOT, the 
town is going to benefi t substantial-
ly from the expanded project,” Gray 
added.

Seawall project expands again

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Whole-House Remodel

Whole-House Remodel by

30 Southwest Avenue • 423-0100 • www.jamestownwine.com

MEZZA CORONA

PINOT GRIGIO 1.5

2 FOR $25
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VIDEO
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EXCLUDES NEW RELEASES
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MILLER LITE
30 PACK CANS

$1999

We always said that we’d move 
to the City when the kids grew up.

They’re both married.

Please call Meredyth at 401.529.4940 for an appointment
Sales office at 184 Wayland Avenue • 77southangell.com

Eleven distinctive condominium residences that are redefining East Side living.
Elegant, sophisticated design ~ one level living, a concierge, outdoor terraces  

and balconies, state-of-the-art appointments and an underground heated garage. 
Residences range in size from 1,500 -2,800 SF.  Priced from $750,000.

Rediscover living. . .in the heart of Providence.

Quononoquott Garden Club

Locally Grown Perennials & Annuals

Annual Plant Sale
9 a.m. to Noon,
This Saturday 

May 17th
Rain Date:

 Sunday, May 18th

Delivered to every Island home 
and on the World Wide Web.
Put the Jamestown Press to 

work for you.
Call 423-3200 to advertise

A benefi t for the Jamestown Medical Fund will 
take place Sunday, May 18, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Narragansett Café, 25 Narragansett Ave., in James-
town. 

The Code Blues event will feature the Dead Blues 
Society, a four-piece blues/rock/jam band, who will 
provide music.

Admission is $10, which includes food, a raffl e 
and silent auction with lots of great prizes including 

sports memorabilia, an original oil painting and a gift 
basket worth $1,000. 

All proceeds will go to the Jamestown Medical 
Fund, which provides assistance to people in the com-
munity who are unable to meet their medical expens-
es. Tickets may be purchased at the Cathryn Jamieson 
Salon or at the door. For further information, contact 
Cathryn Jamieson at 423-0905 or at deadblues@live.
com. 

Concert at the ‘Ganny this Sunday to benefi t medical fund

South County Flooring
Carpet • Tile • Marble • Granite • Wood • Vinyl

ECO Friendly Floors Now Available!
We Have Stair Runners!

Next Day Service on In-stock Carpets
FREE ESTIMATES

Try Us Once, Use Us For Life!

36 South County Commons Way • Wakefield • (401) 788-9400
Showroom Open: Mon. - Fri. 10 - 9 & Sat. 11 - 4


