
The Jamestown Press / May 15, 2008 / Page 7

Animal lovers cannot help but 
talk about their pets. It’s an inbred 
trait. I admit I’m guilty. I occa-
sionally give my pets a little too 
much ink. Nonetheless, I have al-
ways loved parrots. They are not 
just entertaining; they are interest-
ing. They are capable of cognitive 
thought that goes well beyond in-
stinct. I think most parrot owners 
will support that belief.

I have an African Grey parrot 
named Kongo. African Greys are 
allegedly the most intelligent spe-
cies of parrots. They have been 
domesticated for over 4,000 years 
and are capable of vocabularies 
amounting to hundreds of words. 
Some are even multi-lingual. Ex-
perts estimate the intelligence of a 
mature African Grey to be about 
that of a fi ve-year-old child.

Most parrots are great mim-
ics. However, the talent that sets 
African Greys apart from other 
species is their ability to speak in 
short sentences and phrases. They 
often respond appropriately and 
conversationally.

For instance, a lady I know who 
has an African Grey was sitting on 
her couch knitting. The bird was 
on her shoulder when he started 
chewing on the upholstery pip-
ing on the back of the couch. She 
said, “You better stop that or I’m 
going to put you to bed.” The bird 
looked up and said, “So what!”

One of the drawbacks of their 
intellect is that they have a mind 
of their own. African Greys are 
known to be manipulative, stub-
born, inventive, and practical 
jokers. Those who own them will 
attest to one common trait. You 
might think you are training your 
bird. Be careful, because it won’t 
be long before you realize that 
your bird is training you. African 
Greys are famous for it.

Kongo responds to training 

when I try to teach him a word or 
phrase. However, he always learns 
on his terms. And he’s very selec-
tive. In other words, he learns the 
words, phrases and sounds that 
he wants to learn, and the words 
might not be the ones I’m trying to 
teach him. He’s designed a com-
munication system that employs 
words, sound effects, and signals.

He fi gured out that I respond 
to the ding, ding, ding on my mi-
crowave oven, the signal that a 
cooking cycle has fi nished. Kon-
go noticed that whenever he heard 
the dinging, I responded by going 
to the microwave. Now, he just 
imitates the microwave when he 
wants me to come to him.

Whenever he does a trick, or 
does as he is told, I’ll say, “Good 
boy!” and reward him with a small 
treat. Whenever he wants a nut, or 
a treat, he’ll rock back and forth 
on his perch and sometimes give 
a wolf whistle. I’ve learned to un-
derstand his body language. When 
I do what he wants and give him 
a nut, he also says, “Good boy!” 
Hmmm . . . Who’s training who 
here?

When he talks, he sounds ex-
actly like me. It’s unnerving. If he 
learns a word from another source, 
he sounds like the person who said 
it. He doesn’t have a parrot voice. 
He sounds human.

This uncanny ability turned 
out to be a big drawback for my 
friend Michel, who owns an Afri-
can Grey.

Michel had an African Grey 
named Mango. Michel got mar-
ried and kept Mango’s perch and 
big cage not far from the door to a 
small guest bedroom in the house 
he bought for his bride. When 
they had a baby a few years later, 
the room became a nursery.

Mango quickly learned that 
whenever the baby cried, both 
Michel and his wife would im-
mediately run into the room. So 
Mango learned to cry. Sometimes 
the baby cried loudly. So Mango 
learned to cry loudly. And Michel 
and Karen always responded.

When Michel was offered a job 
on the other side of the country, 
he and his family had to move. 
After the moving truck picked up 
their belongings, they stayed with 
relatives for a few days and Karen 
fl ew to their new home with the 
baby. Michel left a few days later, 
and brought Mango with him.

Mango’s travel carrier looked 
like a piece of luggage with back-
pack straps. The sides could be 
zipped so it was dark inside. When 
African Grey’s are in the dark, they 
generally sleep, so Michel kept 
the sides zipped and Mango slept 
quietly until they went through 
security and into the waiting area 
where they had to spend an hour 
before departing.

With all the jostling and out-
side noise, Mango couldn’t sleep, 
so he started talking quietly. Mi-
chel picked up the carrier and sat 
it in his lap and talked to Mango to 
keep him calm. Other passengers 
looked at Michel and they thought 
a crazy man was talking to his lug-
gage.

Apparently, Mango wasn’t 
happy and wanted to see what was 
going on, so he started crying. The 
other passengers in the waiting 
area started moving away from 
them because they thought Michel 

had a baby in the suitcase. 
Of course, Michel wasn’t pay-

ing attention until he realized 
that he was sitting alone with his 
suitcase and two airport security 
guards were standing in front of 
him looking very stern and not 
amused. Mango kept crying, loud-
er and louder. A female security 
guard joined them and asked Mi-
chel to please give her the baby.

Michel realized he was in 
big trouble and tried to explain 
himself. The woman again said, 
“Please give me the suitcase and 
we won’t hurt the child.” Michel 
grabbed the zipper and opened the 
case to reveal Mango inside the 
bird carrier. As soon as Mango 
saw the woman, he let out a wolf 
whistle and said, “Hi, sweetie!” 
in a very loud voice that sounded 
just like Michel.

The security guards thought 
the incident was hilarious. The 
passengers who called the security 
guards were embarrassed. Michel 
was relieved. Mango was happy.

Even birds manage to survive 
life with humans as they live in a 
system they can’t understand.

This column is strictly for the birds

By Sam Bari

You can’t 
beat a 
system 
you can’t 
understand

Spring Rejuvination Special
$20 Off  Any Spa Package

Gift Certificates Available

Open Daily
401.423.9830

123 Narragansett Ave. • Jamestown, RI 02835

Ocean Essence Spa

Impossible Jewelry Repairs
Antique Restorations

Filigree Work
Gold, Platinum,

Silver & Gold Filled

State of the Art Laser
Welding Machine

www.goldladyjewelers.com
One Brown St. • Wickford

401.294.4695

Laser Jewelry Repair & Design
Custom Design & Fabrication

NOW OFFERING

CUSTOM

HAND-ENGRAVING

ON YOUR ITEM 

OR OURS!!!

Service, selection, satisfaction since 1980

Open
Tuesday - Saturday

9:30-5:30

    At BankNewport, homeowners can get a great rate on a Home Equity Line of Credit. 
Which means you can now afford to remodel your home, take a vacation, pay off credit card 
bills or do just about anything you’ve dreamed of.

*For Home Equity Lines of Credit, the 3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a variable rate based on the Prime Rate of 5.00%, minus 1.01%, effective as of May 1, 2008. Prime Rate is the Prime Rate as published 
in the Wall Street Journal on the last business day of the month, and is subject to change without notice. Maximum APR is 21% in RI and 20% in MA. Available on one-to-four family, owner occupied Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts properties only. Minimum Home Equity Line is $100,000. Other terms and rates are available. Certain fees for title insurance may apply.

Equal Housing Lender BankNewport.com     845.BANK (2265) Member FDIC

You don’t have to live in a Newport mansion 
to get a great Home Equity rate.

For the life of the line. Minimum $100,000
3.99%* 1.01%Prime

minus
Home Equity 
Line of Credit APR

=

Florist & Garden Center

Open Seven Days
10 am to 6 pm

Cool season annuals
& vegetables are here

Shrubs arriving daily

New Gilbertie’s Herbs

Hanging Baskets

Unique Pottery

Travel through the world of wines 
on Friday evening, May 30 during a 
wine tasting and food pairing eve-
ning at the Newport Art Museum

Hosted by the museum and Bel-
levue Wines & Spirits, this event 
features wines from top vineyards 
around the world and exquisite ap-
petizers from some of Newport 

County’s fi nest restaurants, caterers 
and hotels. Guests may place orders 
for featured wines at discount show 
prices. Proceeds benefi t Newport 
Art Museum education and outreach 
programs.

The event  is from 5 to 8 p.m. and 
tickets are $50 per person. Call 848-
8200 to reserve a spot. 

Food and wine pairing event at museum

Fax Services available 
at the Jamestown Press

42 Narragansett Ave.


