By Sam Bari

The semi-annual meeting of
the Beavertail State Park Advisory
Committee focused on issues that
must be resolved since the Town of
Jamestown limited its involvement
in the maintenance of the facility
earlier in the year.

The U. S. Coast Guard formally
owns the Beavertail Lighthouse and
surrounding buildings. The Coast
Guardmade a temporary licensing
agreement with the Beavertail Light-
house Museum Association so they
can manage the facility and projects
funded by grant money can move
forward. The temporary agreement
was made on May 1 and relieves the
town of any liability issues.

Presently, the state Department
of Environmental Management is
maintaining the facility, but a secu-
rity/maintenance person cannot be
hired until the state makes a formal
licensing agreement with the Coast
Guard.

Bob Paquette, DEM chief of the
Division of Parks and Recreation,
said that the same number of natu-
ralists will be working at the light-
house and aquarium, but since bud-
gets have been cut, no one can work

overtime. He also said that one new
naturalist will be hired to replace
one that is leaving.

BLMA Acquisition Chairman
Varoujan Karentz said that a grant
from the Champlain Foundation for
$250,000 was recently secured to
repair the lighthouse tower. He also
said that another grant from the State
Historic Preservation Society was in
place to repair the buildings. Ad-
ditionally, a grant from BankNew-
port will be used for a new fence,
Karentz said.

DEM Associate Director Larry
Mouradjian said that a formal agree-
ment between the DEM and the
Jamestown Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for their training exercises is
now necessary since the town is no
longer involved with the facility.
Mouradjian said he would speak
with Fire Chief Jim Bryer about the
department writing a proposal con-
cerning their intentions and desires.

Mouradjian said that the fate of
the lighthouse facility is in the hands
of the U.S. National Park Service in
accordance with the National His-
toric Lighthouse Preservation Act of
2000.

The Coast Guard will declare the

property as “excess” and release it
to the General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) who will call for letters
of interest. Those who qualify will
be referred to the National Park Ser-
vice, which will solicit competitive
bids from those who wish to own
the property. Until then, the present
temporary license with the BLMA
remains in effect until the state
makes an agreement with the Coast
Guard, Mouradjian said.

Paquette said that paperwork has
been steadily going back and forth
between the state and the Coast
Guard, and an agreement is expect-
ed to be reached as early as July.

The Beavertail State Park Ad-
visory Committee welcomed new
member Anna Templeton-Cotill,
who replaced Frank Meyer, whose
term had expired. The committee
also welcomed and congratulated
Ken Rogers who was recently made
Regional Park Manager. Congratu-
lations were also in order for Bob
Paquette who was promoted to
DEM Chief of the Division of Parks
and Recreation.

Then next Beavertail State Park
Advisory Committee meeting is
scheduled for Oct. 15..

Beavertail lighthouse replica on display at state park this Monday

Steve Wright, owner and crafter of American Lawn
Lights of Yorktown Heights, N.Y., will be exhibiting
many of his wooden lighthouse replicas at the Virtu Arts
Festival in Westerly, this weekend May 24 and 25.

Included in the exhibit will be the debut display of
his newest lighthouse, a 30-inch replica of the Beavertail

Lighthouse in Jamestown.

Weather permitting, the replica will pay a visit to the
Beavertail lighthouse on Monday, May 26 to be photo-

graphed.

made from pine wood for indoor display and equipped
with a realistic flashing beacon.

Wright features highly detailed, working replicas of
48 specific historic American lighthouses on his web
site: www.americanlawnlights.com with the addition
of the Beavertail Lighthouse, which was commissioned

as a gift for a Newport resident. All of Wright’s replica

numbered.

lighthouses are custom built to order and are signed and

Call (914) 245-0195 for more information.

The replica of the tower and attached battery house is
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Beavertail advisory committee and BLMA waiting for licensing

Bay cruises explore marine habitat

Save the Bay is offering Family
Bay Days aboard the educational
vessel M/V Swift. Collect and
study local species while enjoying
the Bay’s beauty and fresh air.

Save The Bay educators pro-
vide insight on the marine crea-
tures and their habits as well as
why the Bay is such an important
part of everyone’s lives.

Cruises are set for May 24 and
June 7, departing from the Save
the Bay Center in Providence at
10 a.m. and noon. Tickets are $20
for adults $15 for children and
$10 for members. Children under
3 are free. For more information,
visit www.savebay.org or call 272-
3540.

Winter Clothes Stored
FREE OF CHARGE

(furs and cost of cleaning not included)

Better Than an Extra Closet!

BILL DEL NERO CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY, INC.
PICK-UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE
RESTAURANT LINEN SUPPLY AVAILABLE
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Blenheim-Newport's unique 2-bedroom apartments fit your lifestyle:
11 Farewell St., Newport
847-6800

17 Narragansett Ave., Jamestown
423-1142

When your Blenheim-Newport's 2-bedroom apartments make it
spouse needs  easy to enjoy life together. Our caring staff will provide
extra care...  the assisted living services you each need to live well,
APEX REMODELERS’ INC. right in the comfort of your own private apartment.
When you Whether you have a friend in mind or want to

WINDOWS < SIDING
ROOFING « GUTTERS
TRIM <« DOORS
KITCHEN AND
BATH REMODELING

want to share
an apartment
with a friend...

make a new friend, our 2-bedroom apartments make

SIDING

it easy to share the laughter, fun, and activities at

Blenheim-Newport.

WINDOWS When you We know how challenging it is to scale down a lifetime
INSURED - RI REG. #1538
want more of furniture and possessions, and our 2-bedroom
FREE ESTIMATES space to relax apartments make it easier to take more of your
and enjoy... favorite things with you.

MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
SERVING NEWPORT & BRISTOL COUNTIES
SINCE 1958

401-846-6292
»u

HARVEY

Call us today at 401-849-0031 to schedule your tour and discover how
you can enjoy more room for living at Blenheim-Newport!

Ask about

Blenheim-Newport ,
our available

one bedroom
apartments.

A Benchmark Senior Living Community
303 Valley Road « Middletown, RI 02842
401-849-0031

www.benchmarkquality.com
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