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Andrews, Hansen hang tough with Mountie twin threats
Wins weren’t 
enough to move 
team to semi-finals
By Rudd Hall

The North Kingstown tennis team 
hosted Mt. St. Charles last week, 
with both teams looking to advance 
to the Division 1 semi-fi nals. 

The teams battled each other, as 
well as the heavy winds. “We’ve 
met before this season and came 
off with a win,” said Head Coach 
Jacques Faulise, “but they were 
missing a few of their players due to 
suspensions.” 

The Skippers were also lacking 
in the match, however, with the loss 
of their number three sophomore 
and islander, Samuel Baines.

Baines had been away on a fam-
ily vacation to France. “My family 
and I went for my grandparent’s an-
niversary and we went to visit some 
of the WWII battle sites. He fought 
in the war. It was fun, but I really 
wish I was playing today,” Baines 
said.

This was unfortunate for NK be-
cause as Coach Faulise explained, 
“Sam missed the Thursday match, 
which we won, but school policy 
dictates that if you miss the match 
for a vacation you have to miss the 
next match. It breaks up our really 
good number one doubles team,” 
the coach explained. 

There is a league rule that schools 
order their players one through ten. 
“The top four play singles, fi ve and 

six play doubles, so if one of the top 
four go out then the fi ve has to move 
up. You can’t play a sub, I can’t put 
somebody else in there and for us 
the fi ve guy was one of our number 
1 doubles, so, you see the problem,” 
Faulise explained.

This situation didn’t seem to af-
fect the play of NK’s number one 
and two singles spots of Scott An-
drews and Jamestown native Dan 
Hansen, as they took on the lefty 
twins of Mount Saint Charles, Chris-
topher and Anthony Aiudi.

Andrews, at number one, made 
short work of his Aiudi opponent, 
dominating for a 6-1 fi rst set vic-
tory. “I had a plan to pick on his 
second serve, and I think I did that 
effectively,” said Andrews. But Ai-
udi stepped it up in the second set 
pulling ahead to a 5-2 lead. “He 
was making some good shots. I was 
making a few errors but I played ag-
gressively. When I got down I tried 
to exploit his backhand, which I did 
and that saved me in the second.” 
Andrews added, “The weather was 
also a factor, I didn’t trust my toss in 
the wind so I was going with more 
of my slice serve because with that 
I have more confi dence in my toss 
with that serve; but we’ve been play-
ing in wind all season, I think the 
whole team is used to it.” Andrews’ 
strategy seemed to be effective as he 
defeated Christopher Aiudi in two 
sets 6-1, 7-5.

Court two set the scene for Dan 
Hansen facing the other Aiudi broth-
er, Anthony. The Mountie senior and 
Hansen both came out swinging, go-
ing game-for-game in their fi rst set. 
“I played okay, but he’s tough to 
play because he hits the ball deep 
with a lot of spin, so I’m hitting it 
above my shoulders” said Hansen. 
Two different racket changes due to 
broken strings didn’t seem to affect 
Hansen’s mental game, falling back 
into his rhythm with each racket 
change. “I was getting frustrated in 
my second set, not winning a game. 
I should have been covering the net 
better. He was doing a lot of pass-
ing shots when I was at the net.” The 
pair battled for a third set tie-breaker, 
with Hansen victorious 7-6, “I’m re-
ally tired,” he said after the match.

Unfortunately the team ran into 
trouble in doubles competition. The 
play was exciting going down to 
the last doubles set, which they lost 
6-4 in the third set. “It was a close 
match all the way around,” Faulise 
said. “It was a little bit disappoint-
ing. We wanted a chance to play 
South Kingstown, who’s been State 
Champions nine years in a row. We 
weren’t ready to pack it in today, but, 
it’s our last match of the season, all 
the guys are proud of this year, plac-
ing fourth in the state, and there’s a 
lot of gaps to fi ll for next year with 
nine seniors moving on,” the coach 
added.

Sam Baines has been a consistent heavy hitter for the North 
Kingstown High School boys’ tennis team, playing in the number 
three singles spot for the Skippers this season.
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Upholstery 

Wallpaper

Wool Carpeting

Fabrics & Trims

849.8641
926 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

Monday - Friday • 9am - 5pm

CUSTOM DRAPERIES
ALL FABRICS

From Elegant to Casual
Reasonably Priced, Quality Work 

 Call Fran Costa at

508-264-8883
email: francosta9@aol.com

Good time to buy,
great place

to borrow.

Mortgages
& Refinancing

Whether you’re buying a home or refinancing,
we’ll help you find the mortgage that’s right for
you. Call Cathleen Studley at 401-330-0986 or
401-295-4700 x7102. 

T r u s t e d  A d v i s o r s  S i n c e  1 8 0 0

stihlusa.com

STIHL – 8,000 SERVICING DEALERS NATIONWIDE          

Premium Brand. Affordable Price.

All prices are NES-SRP. Available at participating dealers. © 2008 STIHL NES8-641-83974-4

Enter for a chance to 
win a trip to Maui and 
$500 of your favorite 

STIHL products.

To register, visit dealers’ 
websites directly or through 

the dealer locator at 
stihlusa.com

NEW! 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH*
0% FINANCING FOR 90 DAYS ON STIHL PRODUCTS APPLY TODAY!

*Offer valid 3/15/08 - 6/30/08. Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase of 

$149.00 required. See your participating dealer for rates and other terms.

$19995

FS 55 R 
TRIMMER

shaft trimmer

duty professional use

$13995
FS 45 TRIMMER

consumer trimmer

™ head

Bulk Lawn & Garden Equip

401-849-4434

Chase tennis event 
slated for June 8

The third Annual Roger Chase 
Memorial Tennis Tournament, pre-
sented by Jamestown Fitness, will 
be held on Sunday, June 8, at the Co-
nanicut Yacht Club and the James-
town town courts.  

The entry deadline is Wednesday, 
June 4 and participants may register 
for the tournament at Jamestown 
Fitness Center, 36 Southwest Ave. 
or by calling 560-0300.  

Entry blanks are available at 
www.jamestownri.net.  

The cost is $25 per player, which 
includes balls, prizes and lunch.  

Proceeds will benefi t the James-
town Medical Fund and the recre-
ation department. There will be a 
silent auction at the Conanicut Yacht 
Club courts form 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
the day of the event and all are wel-
come to bid.  

For additional information, call 
Steve Heath at 439-0160.  The tour-
nament is held each year in memory 
of Roger Chase who was a friend, 
teacher, mentor, tennis professional, 
and much more to all who knew 
him.  Roger died in 2004 after a 
courageous battle with pancreatic 
cancer.  


