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14 Narragansett Avenue • 423-1490

Patio Dining Daily 
for Lunch & Dinner

Outdoor Tiki Bar
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Lunch Wednesday thru Sunday. Dinner Tuesday thru Saturday. Closed Mondays

BBQ Ribs, Authentic Jerk Chicken, 
Tiki PuPu Platter, Peel & Eat Shrimp, 
Baja Fish Tacos, Florida Mahi-mahi

New Island CuisineTILE SHOWROOM
“Boston’s high end look without the drive.”

42 Ladd Street (1st Floor)
Located at waterfront end of Division St.

East Greenwich

398-1035

Mon-Fri. 7:30-5:00pm 
Thurs ‘til 8:00pm
Sat 8-2pm

05.04.06 HHTS-030203

§

Water Well Systems Inc.
• Well Drilling • Pump Systems

• Hydrofracking • Filtration Systems

(401) 231 - 3402
www.waterwell.biz

We Own & Operate Our Own Drilling Equipment
Fully Licensed & Insured (#WD/PI-52)

Concerned About Your Water Quality?BayScape

Hanging Baskets
Patio Gardens

Vegetables 
Herbs

annuals ~ perennials ~ shrubs ~ trees ~ compost ~ loam

Nursery & Landscaping 

2485 Boston Neck Rd. ~ South of Casey Farm
Mulch Delivery ~ 295-4244 ~ Open Daily

New Arrivals Daily!
Helpful, Friendly 

Service
Gift Certificates 

Available

By Rudd Hall
The Rhode Island State House 

hosted the fi rst ever State Com-
mission for students with special 
needs children on April 30, with 
aims of organizing a program to 
help students with various degrees 
of learning disabilities.  

One person providing testimo-
ny on the matter is a Jamestown 
resident living with Asperger’s 
Syndrome.

This commission was brought 
together by state Representative 
Peter Palumbo of Cranston, who 
has two children living with au-
tism.  Autism is a brain develop-
ment disorder that impairs social 
interaction and communication 
as well as causing restricted and 
repetitive behavior.  Palumbo has 
experienced the diffi culties and 
tribulations of being a parent, hav-
ing children with varying degrees 
of the disease, in a school system 
that was not adequately prepared 
to deal with that issue, mostly 
due to the lack of awareness.  But 
as Jamestown’s Representative 
Bruce Long says, “the problem is 
that there is no set program to deal 
with the Autism Disorder Spec-
trum (which ranges from the most 
severe autistic child to a child who 
suffers mildly from ADD, an at-
tention-defi cit disorder), it may be 
town by town or school by school 
in terms of programs available to 
treat children with this disease.”

Palumbo held discussions with 
many other parents of children af-
fl icted with learning impairments 
that fall within this autism spec-
trum. He developed the commis-
sion in order to gather these par-
ents, as well as experts throughout 
Rhode Island, with the goal of 
establishing a more rigorous pro-
gram designed not only to help 
students and schools, but to also 
bring awareness to the Rhode Is-
land community at large. 

Dr. Andrea Chait of Pathways 
Strategic Teaching Center in 
Warwick began the discourse by 
outlining exactly how her orga-
nization helps children within the 

Autism Disorder Spectrum as well 
as what they’ve accomplished thus 
far.  “We’re a comprehensive edu-
cation and treatment program ser-
vicing children with autism ages 3 
to 15, and we base our strategies of 
a principle called Applied Behav-
ior Analysis (ABA).” Chait said.  
The organization, Pathways, is a 
self-contained non-profi t private 
school with a satellite classroom 
in Jamestown, she added. Path-
ways provides consultation servic-
es to school systems and members 
of the community and currently 
serves 30 students from 17 differ-
ent school districts in Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts, Chait said.  

In the Pathways program, stu-
dents are provided with a 1:1 staff 
to student ratio, which consists of a 
supervising teacher, a lead teacher 
assistant, as well as several teacher 
assistants, and program oversight 
is provided by a licensed psychol-
ogist, and a nationally-certifi ed 
school psychologist and board cer-
tifi ed behavior analyst. 

The ABA method involves the 
use of science to improve behaviors 
of social signifi cance for individu-
als. These principles of behavior 
are used to teach skills and the data 
collected is analyzed continuously 
to fi nd out exactly what methods 
work for the children with various 
degrees of the disorder.  However, 
it is not a method set in stone, it is 
an entire fi eld of strategies proven 
effective in increasing the social-
ization, communication, and adap-
tive functioning of children. 

Though it seems like a relative-
ly new disease, this is not the case.  
The number of affl icted children 
has jumped due to group advocacy 
and an increased awareness of vis-
ible symptoms. In 2004 The Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act (IDEA) man-
dated the special education ser-
vices be based on “peer-reviewed 
research.”  Services provided must 
be based on reliable evidence that 
the program or service works and 
special education needs to collect 
evidence in the form of progress 

during instruction through repeat-
ed assessments.

One island family is working to 
increase awareness of this disor-
der. The Burrows family, Melissa 
and Ed, have two children, Jessica 
and Andrew, who both suffer from 
Asperger’s syndrome, a condition 
which falls within the Autism Dis-
order Spectrum. Jessica, who is a 
junior at North Kingstown High 
School, sat in on the commission 
hearing to tell her story.  She start-
ed out by saying, “I was diagnosed 
with it (Asperger’s) in 1997 when 
I was in kindergarten, and I spent 
a lot of time keeping it quiet until 
about the eighth grade when I re-
ally started to pursue the path of 
an advocate, and I’ve been doing 
that ever since.” Jessica  Burrows 
continued, “I was fortunate to be 
in the Jamestown school system, I 
believe they did a very good job, 
the way it was handled, anything I 
needed was there, the support was 
there,” and added, “It was won-
derful how my mom was listened 
to and because of this I believe I 
got the most out of my education 
and it set me on a good start which 
has continued throughout high 
school.”

Jessica was very appreciative 
of Jamestown’s acceptance of 
her condition, especially when it 
came to something most children 
look forward to, a fi re drill, which 
gets them out of class temporar-
ily.  The disease causes Jessica to 
suffer from hyper-sensitive hear-
ing, so before the school would 
perform the regulated fi re drills to 
keep their children safe in a time 
of real trouble, Jessica  would be 
informed fi ve minutes earlier, sav-
ing her from being uncomfort-
able, making her feel included.  “It 
made life a lot easier,” she said.  
After her testimony, Rep. Palumbo 
congratulated Jessica, saying, “she 
speaks better in public than most 
of my colleagues.”

What she and her mother Me-
lissa both want people to under-
stand, is that people who suffer 
with these affl ictions from ADD 
to autism are contributing citizens, 
too. “We need to be accepted by 
others, I want to be open with it, 
I’m not Rainman,” Jessica said, 
noting, “People with autism can be 
successful, they can do the work, 
it may take a little more support, 
a little more time but they can do 
the work.” 

Andrew, an eighth grader at 
Jamestown’s Lawn Avenue School 
was a little shy at the hearing, but 
he did get a laugh out of the crowd 
saying, “You ever want to know 
anything about frogs, ask me, I’ll 
tell you everything you need to 
know.”

The Burrows family, as well as 
other families throughout Rhode 
Island will continue on their cru-
sade of advocacy and awareness, 
until a comprehensive and stan-
dardized program is established, 
to achieve an equal standard of 
education and humanity for every 
student in the country.

Standardized program for special needs 
students sought by education commission

Advertise in the 
2008 Jamestown 
Summer Guide

Deadline is June 6
Call Now!
423-3200

Potter League or with the North 
Kingstown shelter to bring our 
animals.”

Szepatowski pointed out that 
the property at 44 Southwest 
Ave. will probably not be avail-
able because of Native American 
artifacts and other features that 
limit the use of the old town of-
fi ce building. She said that since 
2000 her company, Paws and 
Claws, along with the help of the 
Friends of the Jamestown Animal 
Shelter have found homes for 561 
animals in need of adoption.

“The problem is, Paws and 
Claws is no longer open,” Sz-
epatowski said. “Consequently, 
50 to 100 animals a month have 
nowhere to go except other shel-
ters where there is not always 
room.”

Lawn Avenue School teacher 
Maureen McGuirl made the cam-
paign for an animal shelter a class 
graduation project called Project 
Good Citizen. The students re-
searched the need for an island 
animal shelter and endorsed the 
idea of tying a nature center to 
the facility.

The students presented the 
shortcomings of using shelters in 
neighboring towns, and empha-
sized the importance of having 
a facility on the island that was 
dependable and convenient.

“Stray animals can be a health 
problem, with rabies and other 
diseases,” they said.

“The Osprey and Coyote 
study could be included as part 
of the animal shelter program,” 
they added, emphasizing that 
education about the importance 
of this matter is essential to the 
shelter’s success. They also men-
tioned that recent foreclosures of 
properties have left more animals 
homeless.

The student’s comprehensive 
presentation drew warm applause 
from the audience attending the 
workshop, and most appeared to 
be supportive of the idea. When 
Szepatowski opened the fl oor for 
questions, few were asked.

To illustrate the support for her 
idea, Szepatowski thanked, “The 
sixth grade class at Lawn Avenue 
School who made and sold jew-
elry and gave us a check for the 
animal shelter for $36 with a card 
they made themselves.”

She also thanked “The kids 
from the Village Hearth Bakery 
who gave us close to $50 from 
holding two yard sales.” She 
mentioned that donations for the 
shelter were being held in two 
accounts set up by Town Finance 
Director Tina Collins at Town 
Hall.

Szepatowski also emphasized 
that the shelter would be self-
supporting. “The shelter will not 
be staffed by town employees 
and will be run without using 
town money,” she said.

Szepatowski concluded the 
workshop by addressing the 
council. All were present except 
for councilman Robert Sutton 
who was attending a community 
farm meeting.

“What we are looking for 
from the Town Council is the 
promise to lease the old water 
treatment plant in 2009 when it 
will be available,” Szepatowski 
said. “If we can prove that we 
can make the necessary renova-
tions without costing the town 
a dime, it would be an excellent 
use of the old building. We are 
confi dent that we can raise the 
money through grants and dona-
tions. We are looking for a 10-
year lease because grant money 
is not available if we do not have 
a fairly lengthy lease,” she add-
ed.

Shelter
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