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RCall 423-WATE
(9 2 8 3)

For details on increasing the yeild of your well

Well Works Servicing All Water Needs
License # 
WD/PI-57

WE DIG JAMESTOWN!!
Wells, Pumps & Filters
Installed & Repaired

Hydro-fracking
New & Existing Water Systems

85 Brown St. Wickford • 295-1601• Open 7 Days

Midnight Sun
on the Wharf

Tons of Beautiful & Colorful 
Summer Dresses, Shawls & More!

PPOO-030996

PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

Lamp Posts
From

$159.

GRANITE & STONE
Naturally Elegant and Surprisingly Affordable!

Custom Cutting is Our Specialty!
Steps, Posts, Hearths, Mantels, Pavers, Edging, Curbing, Cobblestone, Flagstone, Fieldstone,

Wallstone, Benches,Fountains, Bird Baths, Pool Coping, Wall Cap, Veneers, Flagging,
Granite Signs, and Custom Fabrication

3 ft. Steps
From

$87.
Mailbox
Posts
From

$185.
Includes
Bracket

www.swensongranite.com
22 Austin Rd., Rt. 1, N. Kingstown, RI 02852 401-402-1844

A LocationNear You InNew England

Lamp Posts
From

$269.
Celebrating 1

25 Yea
rs!

Winter Clothes Stored

FREE OF CHARGE
(furs and cost of cleaning not included)

Better Than an Extra Closet!
BILL DEL NERO CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY, INC.

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE
RESTAURANT LINEN SUPPLY AVAILABLE

11 Farewell St., Newport
847-6800

17 Narragansett Ave., Jamestown
423-1142

By Michaela Kennedy
After voting to deny a recom-

mendation for a minor subdivision 
request, planning commissioners 
rolled up their sleeves last week to 
begin calibrations on the town’s new 
model for its zoning ordinance.

At its May 21 meeting, the com-
mission reviewed comments from a 
preliminary public hearing previous-
ly held for the subdivision applica-
tion located on Prospect Avenue off 
Summit Avenue. Objections from 
abutting property owners included 
a possible increase in traffi c fl ow 
in the area. Applicants Michael and 
Janice Dutton had agreed to relocate 
Holly Street, which was constructed 
by a previous developer outside the 
right of way. However, disagree-
ments between the applicant and 
the town about road materials and 
design stalled the proposal.  

The commission turned its atten-
tion to the new Zoning Ordinance 
amendments for the village.  The 
new town ordinance, SmartCode, 
is a model development code which 
will be used as a template to structure 
the use of form-based zoning down-
town. Sandy Sorlien, national editor 
of the SmartCode, was on hand to 
answer questions. She emphasized 
that one of the goals of adopting a 
form-based code was to simplify the 
zoning process. “When people come 
in to develop, they know what to ex-
pect,” she said, adding, “A lot of this 
is about protecting the character that 
exists.”

The new code will replace Ar-
ticle 11 of the zoning ordinance, said 
Town Planner Lisa Bryer. The code 
focuses on the whole village area in-
cluding downtown residential areas. 
Bryer pointed out that everything 
done now under development plan 
review should be done under this 
new ordinance.

“Our existing zoning has a lot of 
specifi cs, but a lot is left up to board 
interpretation,” Bryer said. “The new 
ordinance is more prescriptive.” 

Sorlien noted that fewer zon-
ing conditions would need to be 
reviewed by the planning board 
once the SmartCode was adopted.  
She mentioned having met with 
Fred Brown and made some revi-

sions since the charrette. “So much 
of the public process, the vision of 
the community is already integrated 
in the code,” Sorlien said. ”You get 
what you want in the code. There 
are fewer things that need to be re-
viewed. The public process has al-
ready happened.”

After the new zoning is adopted 
and goes into effect, if someone 
wants a substantial modifi cation, 
more than 50 percent of modifi ca-
tions to their property, typically the 
new zoning would kick in then, Sor-
lien explained. 

Sorlien noted that SmartCode 
has modules attached to it that ad-
dress very specifi c things, like storm 
drainage and new sustainable energy 
modules. “There’s this whole system 
you can plug into if you want to use 
the tools in the future,” she contin-
ued. “There are more and more tools 
being created.”

The consultant discussed the 
re-labeling of zoning codes. Some 
commissioners voiced concern that 
zoning policies already in place 
might be lost or abandoned. Sorlien 
assured the board that town laws and 
variance processes would still be in 
place.

Sandy warned the town to think 
about changes downtown that would 
affect the rural character. She used 
infrastructure as an example. “”Once 
we put curbs on these streets, it does 
something to the rural character,” 
she said.  “Watch out for garages in 
the front. You don’t want the house 
to look like it is inhabited by cars.”

Bryer encouraged posing differ-
ent scenarios in order to visualize 
ideas that could work.

Ordinance changes were focused 
on the village because it had the 
most potential for growth, accord-
ing to Bryer. “We are committed to 
140 affordable housing units by the 
2040 check date,” she told the com-
mission. 

Bryer stressed the importance of 
scrutiny with the new zoning ordi-
nance.  “It’s a huge change for us. 
We need to decide if we are comfort-
able with it.” 

Chairman Gary Girard was ab-
sent.

New zoning ordinance rules 
are prepared for consideration

Concerned Citizens 
plan garden tour

The Conanicut Concerned Citi-
zens are having a Garden Tour on 
Sunday, June 8, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., rain or shine.

The tour will feature Susan Lit-
tle and Bruce Turner’s magnifi cent 
landscaped grounds in a park-like 
setting on Narragansett Bay with 
gardens, koi pond, and waterfalls.

Tickets at $15 are limited. Tick-
ets may be purchased at Baker’s 
Pharmacy, Jamestown Design and 
Secret Garden.

Flanagan on
Prout honor roll

Laura Flanagan was named 
to the honor roll at the Prout 
School for the third quarter. 
Flanagan, a senior, is member 
of the National Honor Society 
and will be attending Ameri-
can University in Washington 
D.C. in the fall.

Play ball
The Lawn school baseball team played tough all season long. Members of the team are 
front row, from left, Nico Rienzo, Drew MacIntyre, Eric Stroud, Kevin McDermott, Alex Burke, 
Graham Jamison, and Adam Southworth.At rear, from left, are Coach Bill Piva, Jacob Morris, 
James Chamberlain, Nick Anding, Matt Rafanelli, Dan Irwin, Owen Heath, Connor Downing, 
Nick Fay, Christian Ellerbee, Jacob Gomez, Dan Harpool, and Coach Eric Bush.
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Roger Chase Memorial Tennis Tournament slated for June 8
The third Annual Roger Chase Memorial Tennis 

Tournament, presented by Jamestown Fitness, will be 
held on Sunday, June 8, at the Conanicut Yacht Club 
and the Jamestown town courts.

Matches will be for men’s doubles, women’s dou-
bles and mixed doubles.

The entry deadline is Wednesday, June 4 and par-
ticipants may register for the tournament at James-
town Fitness Center, 36 Southwest Ave. or by calling 
560-0300.

Entry blanks are available at www.jamestownri.
net. The cost is $25 per player, which includes balls, 

prizes and lunch.
Proceeds will benefi t the Jamestown Medical Fund 

and the recreation department. There will be a silent 
auction at the Conanicut Yacht Club courts form 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the day of the event and all are wel-
come to bid.  

For additional information, call Steve Heath at 
439-0160.  The tournament is held each year in mem-
ory of Roger Chase who was a friend, teacher, men-
tor, tennis professional, and much more to all who 
knew him.  Roger died in 2004 after a courageous 
battle with pancreatic cancer.  


