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By Sam Bari
Town Administrator Bruce 

Keiser announced that the town’s 
portion of the harbormaster’s boat 
repair bill would be $10,000 if the 
town agrees to accept the proposal 
of the manufacturer, Ribcraft of 
Marblehead, Mass.

Keiser made the announce-
ment after the council went into 
executive session to discuss the 
matter at Monday’s Town Council 
meeting.

The harbormaster’s boat, pur-
chased early last year, has been 
out of commission since last July 
when it was hauled out of the wa-
ter due to severe galvanic corro-
sion.

Keiser said the amount of 
the negotiated settlement with 
Ribcraft to repair the boat was 
$25,270. Part of the cost was for 
investigative procedures to possi-
bly determine who was at fault for 
the severe corrosion.

He said that the net repair bill 
was $21,000. Since there was 
no conclusive evidence that the 
manufacturer or the town was at 
fault, Ribcraft agreed to split the 
net costs, making the town’s por-
tion approximately $10,000. The 
funds are coming from retained 
earnings in the harbor fund, not 
tax money, Keiser added.

The town administrator said 
that the matter was still open for 
discussion. Councilman Robert 
Sutton said that he thought it was 
a wise decision on the town’s part 
to accept Ribcraft’s offer if Keiser 
thought it was reasonable.

Councilman Bill Kelly made a 
motion for the town administra-
tor to continue with negotiations, 
mentioning that something in the 
agreement should cover the costs 
if the problem continues. The mo-
tion passed with a 5-0 vote.

Private roads
Councilman Sutton spearhead-

ed a discussion concerning the 
town’s standards for private roads 
being built in subdivisions that 
are that are substandard to public 
roads. He said that the problem 
with the roads, besides being too 
narrow, is that they turn into mud 
in the winter, and the town gets 
complaints.

“We should require that all 
roads should meet town standards, 

or not relax town standards,” Sut-
ton said. 

Town Planner Lisa Bryer 
agreed saying, “Private roads 
can be problematic, and relaxed 
standards can be an issue. But the 
town does not maintain private 
roads.”

Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero 
said that the Planning Commis-
sion has the authority to approve 
the concept of acceptable stan-
dards. There are a lot of conse-
quences when roads are not up to 
standard, he said. “However, it’s 
a policy question - how the town 
wants to operate. If the council 
has concerns, it would be appro-
priate to have a resolution on the 
matter,” Ruggiero said.

Council President Julio DiGi-
ando said, “Maybe we should ask 
the Planning Commission to think 
about the policy since the compre-
hensive plan is being re-written.”

Councilman White suggested 
judging each case separately and 
keep the status quo.

Councilman Kelly asked if the 
town has established a standard 
for private roads. 

Bryer said, “There is, but we 
have the right to relax the stan-
dard in certain situations.”

Ruggiero pointed out that the 
procedure is called “waiver” that 
gives the town the right to set the 
requirements for each road sepa-
rately.

Sutton made a motion “to send 
a resolution to planning to look 
seriously at any waiver for any 
subdivision as they review the 
comprehensive community plan 
and any proposal to build a private 
road other than for width. It’s the 
surfaces that cause the problems,” 
he said.

The motion failed with a 3-
2 vote. Kelly said, “I would like 
to have Planning uphold a higher 
standard.”

Town Administrator’s report

In his report, the town admin-
istrator said that the town has 
received several complaints on 
Gondola Avenue about the condi-
tion of an abandoned house and 
barn at 101 Gondola Ave. The 
house has been vacant for many 
years and the structure is in seri-
ous disrepair.

The current absentee owners 
have informed the town that they 
intend to re-build on the site using 
parts of the existing structures. 
Despite notifi cation from the town 
informing the owners of their ob-
ligation to maintain the property, 
the owners have not responded 
with either repairs or improve-
ment. Consequently, the town is 
taking any and all appropriate ac-
tion to correct the situation.

Keiser said the town planner, 
solicitor and he would meet with 
Church Community Housing on 
May 30 to discuss the feasibility 
of moving forward with use of the 
Town Offi ce site at 44 Southwest 
Ave. for affordable housing.

Legislative update
Jamestown Representative 

Bruce J. Long (R-Middletown, 
Jamestown) gave his legislative 
report that included several bills 
of interest to the community and 
the state. 

Legislation that would repeal 
the requirement for a fi shing pier 
to be constructed at the end of the 
old Jamestown Bridge was recent-
ly introduced (H-8199).  “This 
requirement was passed in the 
1980s,” Long said. “It has been 
determined to be one of the best 
fi shing areas in the state. I stand 
opposed to this bill and will work 
for its defeat.” The Council in-
structed the Town Administrator 
to write a letter in opposition and 
send it to the Committee.

The Jamestown Art’s District 
legislation sponsored by Rep. 
Long had a hearing May 15 in 
the House Finance Committee. 

Harbormaster’s boat repairs cost town $10,000

Watch Hill Yacht Services
3 India Point Road

Westerly, Rhode Island 02891
401-596-8815 watchhillyachts.com

2005 36' Hinckley Picnic Boat Extended Pilothouse 
Like-new condition maintained by Hinckley service. Beautiful stars and stripes
blue topsides. Powered with Yanmar 440 HP jet-drive with 256 hours, bow
thruster. Built-in gas grill aft.. Designer upholstery, satin-varnished cherry 
interior. State-of-the-art navigation and entertainment electronics. In water, com-
missioned and ready for season. Call Brigid Rooney, CPYB, 401.596.8815. 

Spring Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

17 Narragansett Ave • www.jamestowndesigns.com • 401.423.0344

Jamestown Designs
“where you are sure to find the unusual”

“Like shells scattered in the sand, these pieces will 
capture the essence of endless strolls on the beach.”

The Seashell Collection 
from Wilton Armetale

Made in America

These beautiful serving pieces can go 
right from the oven to the table.

Our best sellers!

Florist & Garden Center

Open Daily
10 am to 6 pm

Garden Time!
Vegetables are here

Lots of color 
for your garden
New Fertilizers

Sunflower Contest
Coming Soon! s l i c e o f h e a v e n

Do your part to 
prevent global 

warming.

Ride your bike to dinner
at Slice this weekend!

Slice by Night
Fridays & Saturdays

‘til Labor Day

P. S. Gelato is Back!!

Open 7 Days a Week
32 Narragansett Ave. • 423-9866

Attention Earth Lovers

Jamestown residents Karen and 
Hal Krider joined Rep. Long testi-
fying in strong favor of the bill that 
had already received endorsement 
from the Town Council.  “The bill 
will provide a sales tax exemption 
for those who live and create art in 
Jamestown,” Long said.

Bills have been introduced to 
consolidate regional school sys-
tems, as well as state colleges, 
Long said. A 14-member legisla-
tive commission, created last year 
to study school consolidation, is 
due to report soon. “With several 
bills calling for consolidation by 
regions or counties, and a new 
proposed school aid formula that 
would zero fund several commu-
nities, including Jamestown, there 
is a lot of work to be done to con-
ceive a predictable, fair and equi-

table funding formula for every 
community and school district,” 
Long said. 

Long recently testifi ed against 
legislation that would have zero 
funded Jamestown schools.

Licenses and permits
The Town Council approved 

exhibition license applications 
for the Conanicut Island Art As-
sociation and the Central Baptist 
church with a 5-0 vote. An enter-
tainment license application from 
Jon Mistowski dba: Caddy Shack 
was also unanimously approved.

Bid awarded
A bid for roof repairs to the 

Jamestown Library was awarded 
to Gorman Roofi ng, Inc. for an 
amount not to exceed $5,830 was 
unanimously approved by the 
council.

Maritime music focus of weekend event
Traditional and contemporary maritime music will highlight the 

29th annual Sea Music Festival at Mystic Seaport June 13 to 15.
Musicians will perform onstage Saturday from noon to 5:30 p.m. 

and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Themed workshops and dem-
onstrations will also take place aboard the Charles W. Morgan and 
L.A. Dunton, both of which will be hauled out for restoration later 
this year.

The workshops cover a wide range of maritime themes, includ-
ing, “Songs of Fishing,” “Women & the Sea,” “Irish Infl uence,” 
“Different Tongues,” “Songs of Whaling” and “Love Ashore & 
Afl oat.” All workshops are included with regular Mystic Seaport 
admission and do not require separate tickets.

Mystic Seaport is the nation’s leading maritime museum. Found-
ed in 1929, the museum is home to four National Historic Land-
mark vessels, including the Charles W. Morgan, the last wooden 
whaling ship in the world. The museum is located one mile south of 
exit 90 off I-95 in Mystic, Conn. and is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Admission is $18.50 for adults and $13 for children ages 6 to 
17. Children 5 and under are admitted for free. For more informa-
tion, call 888.973.2767 or visit www.mysticseaport.org.


