Deciding who 1s Lord of the Balls

The last two weeks marked a
period in the history of the world
that will be remembered in books,
newspaper and magazine archives,
multi-media libraries, and comput-
er databases at least until life as we
know it comes to an end.

Starting with the French Open
tennis tournament, followed by
the U. S. Open golf tournament,
and the yet to be decided National
Basketball Association finals, the
Lords of the balls have been at the
forefront of the news.

These sporting events have
drawn more media attention than
all the wars, natural disasters, and
political contests put together.

We can only hope that the space
guys have not been watching the
earth too closely or they would
definitely get the wrong idea about
the structure of our hierarchy. If
they asked to see our leaders this
weekend, they would probably be
disappointed.

According to what they have
observed, Rafael Nadal, winner
of the French Open, Tiger Woods,
winner of the U. S. Open, and Doc
Rivers coach of the Boston Celtics
and Los Angeles Lakers respec-
tively, should be leading the wel-
coming committee.

Although floods in China and
the Midwestern U. S. have made
tens of thousands homeless, in-
jured, and without the basic neces-
sities of life, more money and time
has been spent on sports-related
events than on helping these un-
fortunate people.

If T were watching the earth
from another planet, I would think
the earthlings were selecting their
leaders because of the attention

You can’t
beat a
system
you can’t
uvnderstand

By Sam Bari

that has been focused on the afore-
mentioned sporting extravaganzas.
They have the pomp and ceremo-
ny of coronations, presidential in-
augurations, and celebrations that
mark the birth of royalty.

Recognized athletes are regard-
ed with more respect and reverence
than most people in high political
offices. Nobody could fault anyone
from the interplanetary community
if they thought earthlings selected
their leaders from those who could
best manipulate a ball.

Whether it be a baseball, bas-
ketball, golf ball, tennis or soccer
ball is of little consequence. The
fundamental criteria for guarantee-
ing awestruck adoration from fel-
low human beings is to be a master
at playing with one of those balls.

I wouldn’t be surprised if the
space guys perceive our place in
the intergalactic scheme of things
as little more than semi-interesting
pets. Just throw the humans a ball
and they’ll be amused for hours,
maybe even days. They might sell
us at their local Petco. The price
on our heads would be determined
by our prowess at doing amusing
things with balls.

Think about it seriously for a
minute. Last week, cosmologists
were treated to one of the most
awesome events that can happen

in the universe. For the first time
in history, scientists observed the
final moments before a doomed
star exploded into space. They ac-
tually witnessed the explosion of
a dying sun. That’s awesome! Ev-
ery kid on the planet should know
about that. The event received less
attention than a Miami Dolphins
off-season scrimmage.

I really think we need to change
our image before anyone from any
other solar system is going to take
us seriously enough to drop in and
say hello. Why would they? Does
anyone really need a relationship
with a society that believes the
pinnacle of success is achieving
superior ball manipulation skills?
I don’t think so.

It is rather sad that all of the
champions who won their tourna-
ments in the last couple of weeks
were paid more than our presi-
dent—a lot more. I don’t doubt
that they were more interesting to
watch, and they are more popu-
lar, but I don’t know that I'd want
any of them running the country.
Maybe we should consider that for
a second.

For a few million dollars, you
can buy the best athlete in the
world in almost any ball-oriented
sport. Maybe if we paid a little
more, we could get better leaders.
It’s just a thought. Our children
might be inspired to think that high
political office could offer a better
future than being a basketball star.
Right now that is not the case.

Let’s face it. The Lords of the
balls rule. It’s just another part of
that system we can’t understand.

resigned as a teacher at that time,
because the rules of the school de-
partment did not allow for married
teachers.
15 years ago

From the Jamestown Press,
June 17, 1993

The Harbor Commission is
caught in the middle of a dispute
between state agencies over the
definition of moorings, slips and
outhauls. The department of En-
vironmental Management and the
Coastal Resources Management
Council cannot come to terms over
the meanings of these words.

Putting the newly adopted
parking ordinance into effect will
cost the town $12,000. (it was re-
ported that it would cost $12,094
to replace the signs and sign posts
required to enact the new parking
ordinance).

Paul Sprague’s Jamestown to

Mooring service / installations

History

Continued from page 6

Newport passenger ferry has been
approved by the state Public Utili-
ties Commission.
10 years ago

From the Jamestown Press,
June 19, 1998

Archeologists ~ returned  to
Southwest Avenue Monday fol-
lowing last week’s decision by the
state Department of Transportation

to resume the $1.9 million road
improvement project, this time
without the assent of participation
of the Narragansett Indian tribe.

With a waiting list for space in
Jamestown’s waters of 155, up al-
most 25 percent in two years, the
Harbor Office is cracking down on
boat-owners who have not used or
not paid for their moorings.

BAKER’S PHARMACY

“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 7 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM TO 6 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM TO 2 PM

423-2800 - 53 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE

Dock design | construction

Boat storage / services | Dockage
Retail dock hardware and mooring tackle.

Rhode Island Mooring Services, Inc.

Annual Service & Inspections to Moorings - New Installations
Compliance with “Mooring Location Verification”
for Jamestown 2008 Inspections

Call for Quotes & Rates

www.rimoorings.com

Phone: 423-1676 Fax: 295-4718
Email: rims@rimoorings.com
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J.H. Breakell & Co.
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128 SPRING ST. NEWPORT, RI 02840 & WWW.BREAKELL.COM
OPEN MONDAY — SATURDAY 9-5, SUNDAYS 12-5

Exquisite handcrafted 14K and sterling silver jewelry.

Set sail for summer.

401.849.0195

Featured in 2008 Yankee Magazine
Summer Travel Guide
Summer Hours
Friday & Saturday ° 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - Thursday ° 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown ¢ 423-3077

ATTN: Sailors
& Fishermen

Heading out for a day

on the water?

Fast. Simple. Affordable.
Just call it in the night before &
we'll have lunch ready to go in
the morning. Or stop by for one
of our Grab-N-Go lunch bags.
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17 Narragansett Ave ¢ www.jamestowndesigns.com e 401.423.0344

New exquisite handmade jewelry,
set with a fragment of two-thousand year
old Ancient Roman Glass that was found in
archeological sites in the Holy Land.

Central Baptist Church

JUNE FESTIVAL

Saturday, June 21 + 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

JILENT AUCTION

+ Onne van der Wal Photograph ¢ Sunset Cruise

+ Mad River Explorer Canoe * Fine-Dining Certificates
+ Red Sox Baseball Tickets ¢ Day of Kayaking

+ Round of Golf + Massage ¢ Limited-edition Art Work
+ VIP Passes to International Tennis Hall of Fame

+ Gift Certificates for Area Shops ¢ Spa & Gift Baskets
+ PC Gaming Chairs ¢ Grocery Store Gift Cards

LIVE AUCTION « 11 AM.

+ Antique Furniture ¢ Dewalt Radial Arm Saw
+ Indoor & Outdoor Furniture * Paintings & Prints

RAFFLE

+ Afternoon Sail on 41-foot Cutter ¢ Dinner & Movie
¢ Columbian Pottery ¢« Handmade Quilt & Afghan

OTHER FEATURES

+ Vintage Treasures ¢ White Elephants ¢ Flea Market

+ Garden Center ¢ Country Store ¢ Kids’ Mart * Jewelry
+ Books, DVDs, Videos & CDs ¢ Children’s Activities

+ Photos by Stephen Fasano ¢ Chowder & Grill

+ Strawberry Shortcake * Baked Goods & Cotton Candy

99 Narragansett Avenue ¢ 423-1651




