By Sam Bari

Town Planner Lisa Bryer in-
tended for the June 18 Planning
Commission meeting to be a
roundtable discussion focusing on
how recently approved projects re-
lated to the proposed SmartCode
zoning ordinances.

The interactive meeting was at-
tended by a handful of interested
parties. The discussion however,
revealed that many, including some
of the commissioners, did not fully
understand the meaning and inten-
tion of the proposed legislation.
Nonetheless, Bryer and Sandy
Sorlien, one of the consultants
contracted to work on the James-
town Vision project, easily fielded
the many questions asked by both
commissioners and attendees.

Commissioner Nancy Bennett
questioned the regulation for all
buildings in the commercial dis-
trict on Narragansett Avenue to be
closer to the road. Sorlien said that
the suggested plan offered a com-
fortable range, calling for setbacks
from 12- to 24- feet. This would
make the entire street feel “more
like a room” with contours and ex-
its that are pleasing to the eye. It
would eliminate large gaps created
by buildings set so far back that
they appeared to be apart from the
surrounding businesses.

Throughout the meeting Bryer
emphasized that all questions were
welcome and valid. “Nothing is
engraved in stone here,” Bryer
said. The proposed codes and or-
dinances are guidelines that were
generated from comments and
suggestions made by people who
walked the town together during
the charrette last fall. Any of the
codes and proposed ordinances
are subject to change. “That’s why
we’re here to discuss them,” Bryer
added. “We want to know what
you want, and we’re going to vote
on every suggested regulation.”

Commission Chairman Gary
Girard said repeatedly, “If this
project is to be a success, people
have to come to the meetings and
be a part of the process.” He re-
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minded everyone, “We are using
the input of all who are present to
write these ordinances. Anyone
who has a better idea should tell
us now. At the next few meetings
we’re going to review the recom-
mendations and draft ordinances.
So if you, or anyone you know, is
interested in preserving the charm
of Jamestown as we understand it,
then attend these meetings and let
us hear your suggestions.”

Realtor Bob Bailey said that he
thought the charrette was limited
to the downtown commercial zone
and suggested that the ordinances
appeared to apply to residential
areas as well. Bryer said that the
village development district went
from Hamilton Avenue on the
south end to the northeast corner
of the golf course near the toll pla-
za at the north end. She added that
nothing was added to the original
plans.

Bailey also said that more em-
phasis was put on the compatible
uses of Narragansett Avenue and
more restrictions were being im-
posed in residential areas. “Where
else has this worked?” he asked.
“Has this kind of a plan ever been
successfully applied to another
300-year old town?”

Sorlien said that this is the first
time they had applied the Smart-
Code to a municipality as old as
Jamestown. Bryer said that the age
of the town has nothing to do with
the success of the zoning method.
“We have to make zoning regula-
tions. This is just another method
that makes it easier for us to define
what we want and give residents

an opportunity to be involved in
the process,” she said.

“Why are two people trying to
push this on us?” Bailey asked.
“What makes Donald Powers and
Sandy Sorlien the experts?”

Bryer said that Powers and Sor-
lien are just two of the consultants
involved in drafting the plans.
Powers is the architect and Sorlien
is the SmartCode editor. “They are
not pushing anything on us,” Bry-
er said. “Their suggestions came
from input by the commissioners
and other people who voiced their
opinions at the charrette. These
are suggestions that we are here
to discuss. They are all subject to
change,” she added.

In other business, town coun-
cilman Robert Sutton talked to the
commissioners about a letter he
sent to the Planning Commission
concerning regulations for private
roads.

Sutton said that he was con-
cerned as a resident, and that al-
though he was a member of the
Town Council, he was not address-
ing the commission as a represen-
tative of the council.

The letter said that Sutton has
been concerned about the provi-
sion in the subdivision regulations
that allows the planning commis-
sion to waive requirements relative
to both the construction specifica-
tions and dimensional require-
ments for private roads.

Specifically he said, “Substan-
dard, narrow, gravel roads are
much less expensive to construct
and much more expensive to main-
tain than a paved road. By allow-
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ing the developer of a subdivision
to construct a less than standard
subdivision road, his development
costs are reduced and transferred
to the future homeowner, and more
than likely, to taxpayers.”

He said that the purpose of the
letter was to ask the Planning Com-
mission to consider revising the

subdivision regulations to elimi-
nate any waiver from the require-
ment for all new subdivision roads
to meet all town road standards.

Chairman Girard thanked Sut-
ton for his input and said that the
commission would seriously con-
sider his suggestions.
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