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o most of us, Tuesday was

I just another beautiful blue
sky day in Jamestown mark-

ing the beginning of July and the
movement of summer 2008 into
full swing. Understandably, few
would take note of the somewhat
mundane fact that July 1 represents
the start of our new fiscal year — so
in a sense Tuesday was New Year’s
Day for town government. Having
just settled our fiscal year 2008-
09 budget at the Financial Town
Meeting, this is an opportune time
to look forward at the plans and
aspirations that our town officials
have established for the next year

and beyond.

At the last Town Council meet-
ing in June, the council adopted a
Goals Agenda listing 32 separate
priority projects and programs that
will guide the activities of town
government over the next several
years. These initiatives address
a diverse range of issues encom-
passing environment and natural
resources, village character and
downtown streetscape, recreation
and leisure opportunities, safety of
pedestrian and bicycle routes to our
schools, and management of town
assets. The complete Goals and
Actions Statement can be viewed
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By Bruce Keiser

on the town’s Web site at www.
jamestownri.net.

One of the new project initia-
tives that will get underway im-
mediately is the enhancement of
the town’s recycling program. This
column will focus on the reasons
why recycling is a community pri-
ority and one of the options we will
consider to improve on our perfor-
mance.

Maximum Recycling

To comply with 2008 state man-
dates, the town must recycle 28.5
percent of its residential waste.
Under current practices, our diver-
sion rate amounts to about 21 per-
cent or only three-quarters of the
recycling volume that we will need
to achieve. It is well-known that
enhanced recycling will enable the
community to do its essential part
in helping to conserve natural re-
sources, mitigate energy use, and,
very importantly, extend the life of
the Central Landfill. There are also
very significant financial benefits

to be gained by the community.
Each year the RI Resource Re-
covery Corporation issues a solid
waste tonnage cap for each city
and town based on the collective
volume of trash generated by each
household. Jamestown’s munici-
pal solid waste cap for next year is
2,466 tons. This limit is determined
based on tons of annual trash per
person (0.49 tons or slightly less
than 1,000 pounds for every indi-
vidual) multiplied by total popula-
tion less the mandated recycling
rate. For every ton of trash dumped
at the Central Landfill, the town is
charged a fee. The fee is set by the
General Assembly at $32 per ton
up to the cap limit and $56 for each
ton over the limit. In years past,
the town has routinely exceeded
the cap and has incurred substan-
tial additional expense in doing
so. We are looking to change this
record and reduce our solid waste
disposal expenditures by institut-
ing new approaches to recycling.
One of the more successful
strategies used by municipal gov-
ernments across the country is
the Pay-As-You-Throw program
(PAYT). With PAYT, households
are required to purchase trash bags
or sticker tags (e.g. 30 or 15 gal-
lon bags) at a fixed price. In most
towns, the bag or sticker cost
ranges from $1 to $2.50 depending
on local trash disposal expenses.
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23 Narragansett Ave

A REFERRAL IS SENDING SOMEONE YOU

CARE ABOUT TO SOMEONE YOU RESPECT...

Beautifully remodeled 1500
sq ft condo with GE Stainless
appliances, Kraftmaid cabine-
try, ample storage and laundry
area, cathedral ceilings. 2 bed, 2
bath...2 good 2 miss! $485,000
Call Linda Wallace
401-578-0011

IN-TOWN OFFICE CONDO

Great location for this 1250
sqg/ ft/ office space. 4 reserved
parking spaces, storage area,

reception,
$385,000

handi-cap ramp.

Call Linda Wallace
401-578-0011

This 3rd level unit is beautifully
remodeled!
sq. ft. of luxury living. High
above the hustle and bustle of
Narragansett Avenue. Enjoy
the style and substance of
this highly prized location!

Exceptional waterviews of
Narragansett Bay, Marina
and the night lights

of Newport!

Offered at $775,000
Call Linda Today!

Nearly 1500

Jamestown Place Luxury Condo
— Elegant unit w/ waterviews!
1800 sq.ft. Great room w/ granite
FP. Granite counters & Wolf
Sub-Zero/ASKO
Hardwoods, Master Suite, Guest
suite, laundry. Deck. 1 Block from
Marina & shops. $879,900

Call Allie Sabalis

401-952-2666
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VILLAGE CONDO GREAT WATERVIEWS! WATERVIEWS!

appliances.

$510,000

401-578-0011

PRICE REDUCED!

Recently renovated, 2 bedroom,
2 bath. Spacious, airy 2300 sq.
ft., 2 car garage. Partially fin-
ished full basement. Mahogany
deck, patios, gardens. Stone’s
throw to the water. OFFERING A
CLOSING COST ALLOWANCE!

Call Allie Sabalis!
401-952-2666

EXCEPTIONAL JAMESTOWN CLASSIC

Call Linda Wallace 401-578-0011 for details

Golf Course & distant water views
enhance this Circa 1926 Colonial
home. Private pond w/waterfalls
and bridge! A must see for the
antique lover! 4 bedrooms up, au
pair quarters on 1st level. 4 1/2
baths. Frpl living room, sun room,
dining room w/ crown molding,
French doors.

Garage PLUS! Guest quarters
on second level w/ kitchen, bath
w/ whirlpool tub and 1 bedroom.
Office set up on 1st level w/ 1/2
bath... and PUB style family
room w/ stone patio to expand
your summer fun! Fantastic
landscaping!
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Each office independently owned and operated
www.HomesByBayview.com
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The premise behind the program
is simple — the more an individual
household recycles, the less waste
is thrown out, the fewer the num-
ber of bags are needed, leading to a
lower household disposal cost.

Communities have reported
highly successful results through
PAYT. Some have realized recy-
cling rates as high as 50 percent
of the total waste stream. Because
this approach relies on unit-based
pricing, it is also promoted as a
more equitable way to distribute
the cost among households. In-
stead of a fixed price regardless of
the volume of waste disposal, us-
ers incur costs based on household
size and conservation behaviors.
This pricing concept is the same
as that used for public or private
water, electricity, and heating fuel
consumption.

The experiences of other cities
and towns have proven that condi-
tions and circumstances are unique
in every locality and that “one size
does not fit all.” Therefore, in the
coming months, the Town Council
and town staff will examine the
program and financial details of
recycling alternatives to determine
how to design a program tailored
to our needs. Residents will be
encouraged to participate at each
step of the way. Based on input
and discussion at recent workshops
with the RI Resource Recovery
Corporation staff, I believe we can
create an effective program and be
a leader in recycling in Rhode Is-
land.

Happy Fourth of July!
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Wondering what your

home is worth?
This realtor knows, you can too.
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Not afraid of the big dogs
15 years on Wall Street
Gardener
Realtor
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for a Free,
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Market Analysis ™
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Walker Interiors

Upholstery
Wallpaper
Wool Carpeting
Fabrics & Trims

849.8641

026 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, Rl 02842
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