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By Sam Bari
Jamestown Police offi cer Ja-

son A. Hopkins believes it is 
important for police offi cers to 
establish good relationships with 
children. 

“It is so important to interact 
with kids,” Hopkins said. “If po-
lice offi cers gain children’s’ re-
spect and confi dence when they 
are young, they will not be afraid 
to go to the police when it could 
be necessary later in life.”

His actions uphold his beliefs. 
Offi cer Hopkins has been an ad-
vocate for children most of his 
adult life, from coaching junior 
league hockey for 15 years to 
getting certifi ed as a substitute 
teacher last year.

Hopkins was on duty as a 
police offi cer at a Lawn Av-
enue school dance where he 
enjoyed talking to the students. 
That started him thinking. He 
had a college degree, so he was 
eligible to take the substitute 
teacher’s exam. If he were a sub-
stitute teacher, the children who 
knew him in the town where he 
worked would realize that he 
was more than just “Offi cer Hop-
kins.” They would know him as 
a teacher, and friend, instead of 
just the authoritarian fi gure of a 
policeman.

He was right. After teaching 
a few classes, and seeing him 
in civilian clothes, he became 
known as Mr. Hopkins the teach-
er, as well as Offi cer Hopkins, 
the Jamestown policeman. “Get-
ting to know me on another level 
made a difference,” Hopkins 
said. “In their eyes, I was more 
approachable.”

Nobody knows what children 
are taught at home, Hopkins said. 
If parents had a bad relationship 
with the police when they were 
young, they could easily teach 
their children to be afraid of po-
lice offi cers. 

Children are very impression-
able, and they remember what 
they are taught in those forma-
tive years, he said. He fi rmly be-
lieves that the precedent has to 
be set with school age children, 
so they feel comfortable about 
approaching an offi cer when they 
are older, when a situation could 

be serious.
Public service has always been 

a major part of Hopkins’ life. He 
was a volunteer fi refi ghter for 
eight years, and he has been with 
the Jamestown police department 
for fi ve years. He is the only offi -
cer on the force who is a certifi ed 

search and rescue diver.
This means he is certifi ed by 

the state to search and retrieve 
discarded weapons, rescue peo-
ple who are in danger in the wa-
ter, and recover those who have 
lost their lives.

Hopkins was part of the team 

that recovered the body of Der-
rick Cazard, who drowned at 
Fort Wetherill June 30. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a 
police offi cer,” Hopkins said. 
When he was in high school, Sgt. 
J. R. Carlow of the Burrillville 
police department became his 
mentor, and encouraged him to 
pursue his life-long dream.

After graduating from Bridg-
ton Academy Prep School, Hop-
kins attended Johnson and Wales 
University where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal jus-
tice. He worked his way through 
school drilling wells, and contin-
ued doing so until he had the op-
portunity to join the Jamestown 
Police Department.

“I answered an ad in the pa-
per and got an interview with 
Chief Tighe and Lt. Donovan,” 
Hopkins said. “They hired me 
on condition of graduating from 
the academy in Lincoln, which I 
did. I’ve been here ever since. I 
couldn’t ask for a better depart-
ment.”

Hopkins said that the James-
town police force is well trained, 
well managed, and is held togeth-
er by a strong bond between the 
offi cers. “We work well together 
because we have confi dence and 
respect for one another,” Hop-
kins said.

He said that he looks forward 
to going to work every day, no 
matter which shift. Every day 
is different, he said. Something 
new always happens. “I can’t 
think of anything that would sur-
prise me,” he added.

Hopkins, 29, is a native Rhode 
Islander. He was born and raised 
in Burrillville, where he lived un-
til he married and moved to Ex-
eter with his wife, Jessica, who 
is now a stay at home mom. They 
have a son, Jordan, who will be 2 
years old this month.

When off duty, Hopkins en-
joys spending time with his fam-
ily, scuba diving, and playing 
golf. “We love to go to the beach 
in the summer,” Hopkins said.

Rapport with kids key to success as police officer

Officer Jason Hopkins has been with the Jamestown force for 
over five years and is the only certified search and rescue diver 
with the Jamestown Police Department.     Photo by Sam Bari

Upholstery 

Wallpaper

Wool Carpeting

Fabrics & Trims

849.8641
926 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

Monday - Friday • 9am - 5pm
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PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Whole-House Remodel

Whole-House Remodel by

•  Studio, one and two bedroom 
apartments, including meals

• Options for enhanced support

• Respite stays

• Program for Qualified Veterans

• Separate Alzheimerʼs residence

•  Priority admission to quality 
nursing homes

Where Heart & Home Come Together

Five Saint Elizabeth Way
East Greenwich, RI
401-884-9099
info@theseasons.org
www.theseasons.org

Welcome to my home! I live with 84 wonderful seniors
who also chose The Seasons as their home. Stop by for a visit. 

Youʼll be glad you did. Tell them Boomer sent you.

Open

EVERYDAY!
PLENTY OF 

FREE PARKING
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9 Ferry Wharf  •  Jamestown  •  423.0070  •  www.grapesandgourmet.com

Mid-Summer Stock Up Sale
Buy 6 Bottles of Wine - Get 10% Off

Jamestown’s Favorite Locally-Owned, Hometown Liquor Store

WINE SPECIALS
• Twisted Wines 1.5ltr Mix ‘n Match 2 for $20
• Wildhurst Reserve Lake County Wines 2 for $22

Mix ‘n Match All Varietals - Great Value
• Dona Paula Los Cardos Malbec 3 for $25

SPIRITS SPECIALS
• Captain Morgan’s Parrot Bay Rum 750ml $13.75
• Crown Russe Vodka 1.75ltr $10.75
• Tanquerey Gin 1.75ltr $33.75

BEER SPECIALS
• Sam Adams Summer Sampler

12 Pack $13.75
• Corona or Corona Light

12 Pack Bottles 2 for $25

Boston Red Sox
2007 World Series

Commemorative Bottles

GET ‘EM WHILE THEY LAST!

‘Seaworthy Fare’
Open For Lunch 
& Dinner 7 Days

40 Narragansett Avenue
423-1020

Fresh Local Seafood
Great Salads • Gourmet Pastas

Daily Lunch Specials
Prime Rib FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

Air Conditioned!

B l o w n  G l a s s  H u m m i n g b i r d  Fe e d e r s  •  M o r e

16 West Main Street 
Wickford, RI • 295-0081

Open Daily
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O r i o l e  Fe e d e r s   •   B u t t e r f l y  Fe e d e r s

FEED ME!


