Cocktails and tall t

If the first half of the season
is any indication, more than the
boys of summer have come out to
play. Cocktail parties, barbecues,
marriages, and anything worth
celebrating is happening now, be-
cause parties are more fun in the
summertime.

Celebrations are less corporate
and more eclectic. Neighborhood
affairs where nobody has to im-
press the boss or schmooze clients
are often the order of the day. The
dog days of summer are here, and
people get together for no other
reason than to have a good time.
Consequently, the conversation
over cocktails is less stilted. It is
interesting, and often reveals peo-
ple at their funniest.

Like when a father of three told
the story about coaching a soccer
team of 4 year olds, of which his
daughter was a member.

“We played the kids in teams
of six,” he began. “It was the gold
team against the silver. We were
the silver. When they’re that small
they have a tendency to stick to-
gether, so you see the teams mov-
ing up and down the field in tight
little groups. After all, they can’t
kick the ball that far,” he added.

“Anyway, I'm watching the
gold team moving the ball down
the field towards our goalie, when
I notice that he is the only kid
wearing a silver uniform on the
field. The gold team rushed him,
and scored a goal. I was like -
Where’d they go? What happened
to my team?

“Then I saw them. They weren’t
even on the field,” he said sadly.
“They were all huddled together
looking at something on the grass.
I thought maybe one of them was
hurt or something.

“’You guys! What are you do-
ing?’ I shouted. ‘The gold team
just scored a goal!” I screamed as
I ran over to them. ‘“Why aren’t
you on the field?” When I got to
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the group, they looked at me and
yelled almost in unison. ‘We found
a caterpillar.’

“Now how can you argue with
that? When you’re 4, caterpillars
are serious business.”

The story was great. Everyone
who heard it howled. So I said to
the guy, whose name was Dan,
“Dan. You know why that hap-
pened don’t you?” He said, “I
have no idea. Kids will go to great
lengths to embarrass their parents,
I guess.”

“Exactly,” 1 said. “It’s pay-
back.” Then I asked the group,
“Did any of your parents ever say
‘I hope your children are just like
you’?” They all had the same an-
swer: “Of course.”

“Well, That’s it,” I said to Dan.
“You’re getting paid back.” Then
I asked him to tell us about the
worst thing he ever did when he
was a kid that caused his mother to
say those words.

“Oh. I know exactly why I'm
getting paid back,” he said. “This
is really funny.”

“I have a little brother. Well,
he’s not so little now. But at the
time I guess he was about 8 and I
was a couple years older, so I was
10.

“Anyway, I found this rectan-
gular cardboard box. You know, a
packing box,” he said. “For some
unknown reason I put the box over
my brother’s head and it fit per-
fectly. His feet stuck out the bot-
tom, and his head stuck out the
top. The box went from his ankles
to his neck.

ales — a fabulous party mix

“Now the interesting part was
that it fit rather snuggly, so his
arms were pinned. He couldn’t
even bend his knees so he could
hop around. Poor little guy
couldn’t move. So I knocked him
over. I dunno, it seemed funny at
the time. He was not amused.

“We were on the second floor,
right by the staircase. It dawned on
me that it would be even funnier if
I pushed him down the stairs just to
see if the box would slide. As soon
as I dragged him in that direction,
he started yelling and screaming.
Fortunately, or unfortunately, de-
pending on how you look at the
situation, our parents were outside,
so they didn’t hear a thing.

“Well - the box slid all right,
and really fast. When it was about
halfway down the carpeted stairs,
I realized that when he got to the
bottom, he was going to hit the
floor - face first. This was not good.
So I go tearing down the stairs af-
ter him. Oops! Too late. I couldn’t
catch him. He stopped with a good
solid ‘thunk’ —face first.

“He wasn’t really hurt that bad.
But he screamed and yelled even
more as I slid the box off over his
head. Then he tried to take off to
tell Mom. I couldn’t let that hap-
pen, so I grabbed him and tried
to calm him down, but he wasn’t
hearing any of that. So I put him
in a headlock and told him I was
going to hold him like that until he
promised not to tell.

“He promised. So I let him go.
Then he ran out the door and im-
mediately told her. The fact that
I’m here today is living proof there
is a God.”

And everyone had a story to
tell, each funnier than its predeces-
sor. The party was a testament to
why summer is so much fun. And
every story proved that beyond a
reasonable doubt, we live in a sys-
tem we can’t understand.

ing the price of a token on the Newport Bridge was
reviewed by the Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge
Authority and local legislators next week.

With a goal of raising the water level in the water
tower to 85 feet, Public Works Director Steven Go-
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sewer board Monday, that the tower level was now
just a little over 70 feet.

A recent proposal to construct energy-producing
windmills at Beavertail State Park has been unani-
mously opposed by the park’s advisory board.

o NEWPORT

www.toyotaofnewport.com

e-mail: sales@toyotaofnewport.com

Don’t let these tokens keep you from the
best deal on a new or used Toyota.
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moving forward »

LUBE, OIL & FILTER - $24.95
For Toyota only (with this ad)

While you wait! Regular Price $27.95

Only at Toyota of Newport.

NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE
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BAKER’S PHARMACY

“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 7 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM TO 6 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM TO 2 PM

423-2800 - 53 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE

Buy 3 bottles of wine
and get a 10% discount!
GREAT PRICES!

.%G'_'_) Free Delivery * Quantity Discounts
Uo Goslings Rum 1.751........cc..cevvee... $2799

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday < 12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport ¢ 848-9200
www.bridgeliquors.com

X
J.H. Breakell & Co.

NEWPORT, RHODE I1I53LAND

WEIGHT NO MORE!

Natural Weight Loss Guaranteed!

Too good to be true? 30 million people & 24 years of success
can’t be wrong! Lose Weight, Increase Energy & Get Healthy!

I'll help you lose weight for the last time!

Call Pam @ 560-0484

*Free Consultations available! *

When was the last time you
saw a Seahorse or a Mermaid?

We have them! We have
Turtles and lots of Fish, tool

Hand Painted Sculpture by Jillian Barber

Made in Jamestown, RI
www, jillianbarber.com
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Custom Framing e Fine Gifts o Uni(ﬁe%ji%ellgf9 6)/5/1 @”{/7

17 Narragansett Ave e www.jamestowndesigns.com ¢ 401.423.0344

Expert Bra Qitlings

Sizes AA-K

Deborah Vinghrop Lingerie

We’ve Moved

and Expanded Our Inventory!

Visit us at our NEW LOCATION 103 Clock Tower Square
(Rt. 114 — West Main Rd.) Portsmouth, RI

401-682-2272

Phone 847-1144 « Fax 847-4559
285 East Main Rd., Middletown

M-F 10-6 Sat. 10-5 Sun. 12-4
www.DeborahWinthrop.com

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am-8 pm
Fri. & Sat. 7:30 am-6 pm




