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Lot acquisition effort nets 
protection of 77 parcels in Shores
By Donna K. Drago

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser gave a presentation on 
progress the town has made on 
acquiring lots in the Jamestown 
Shores area since the town began 
a process to actively take over lots 
where taxes have not been paid.

At Monday’s Town Council 
meeting, Keiser said that some of 
the lots have been acquired by do-
nation, some by “outright acquisi-
tion,” and some as a result of peti-
tioning Newport County Superior 
Court.

Keiser said that 77 lots have 
been protected since the process 
started in the spring of last year. 
Those lots include 17 under the 
protection of the Conanicut Island 
Land Trust, he said. But the num-
ber does not include the 10 or 15 
undeveloped parcels owned by the 
state, Keiser added. “That makes 
close to 100 lots,” under protec-
tion in environmentally-sensitive 
areas, Keiser said.

A total of 94 lots are included 
in the town’s acquisition process. 
The town has taken title to 49 of 
them and 10 are pending in Su-
perior Court, Keiser said. This 
leaves 35 parcels yet to be pur-
sued, Keiser said.

When lot owners fail to pay 
their property taxes the lots are 
entered into a tax sale. Town So-
licitor Larry Parks said that if no 
one bids on the lots or there is no 
action, “the town takes over the 
tax title.” But the real owner still 
has the right to redeem the prop-
erty, Parks said, adding that right 
lasts “forever.”

In order for the town to fi nal-
ize the acquisition they must fi le 
a petition in Newport County Su-
perior Court, Parks said, that asks 
the court to foreclose the rights of 
the owner to redeem the property. 

Letters are sent to the property 
owners, “if we can fi nd them,” 
Parks said, and notices are run 
in the Jamestown Press for three 
consecutive weeks. After that, 
Parks explained, the town waits 
20 days and then appears in court 
to ask the judge for a fi nal decree. 
At that point the town takes title of 
the property, Parks said. 

Keiser said the town has spent 
$137,417 in legal fees to acquire 
the properties. But, he said, the ef-
fort has resulted in some property 
owners paying their back taxes to 
keep possession of their lots. A 
sum of $115,807 has been collect-
ed. “This is substantial revenue as 
a result of this effort,” Keiser said. 
He noted that the net cost for the 
effort is about $22,000.

When asked by Councilman 
Bill Kelly where the money will 
come from, Keiser said it would 
be taken care of from the reserve 
fund.

Parking change at East Ferry
A public hearing was held July 

28 on a change to the town’s code 
of ordinances regarding parking at 
East Ferry Wharf.

The ordinance change limits 
parking to 15 minutes in the two 
spaces in the southwesterly corner 
of the square from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
where formerly the 15 minute or-
dinance ended at 6 p.m.

Only one person spoke on the 
matter at the hearing. Jill Ander-
son of West Reach Drive said that 
those two spaces, nearest Conani-
cus Avenue, are in the busiest spot 
and asked if it would be possible to 
move the 15 minute spots further 
down the row to avoid the con-
stant backing up into traffi c turn-
ing in from Conanicus Avenue.

Police Chief Thomas Tighe said 
“we haven’t had a lot of accidents 
there,” and said in order to change 

the parking spaces, “We’d have to 
redo the entire ordinance.”

The new parking ordinance 
passed 5 to 0.

Other business
In other business, the Town 

Council learned from Keiser that 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency has completed its re-
view of the Sole Source Aquifer 
Petition, and has concluded that 
Jamestown qualifi es for the des-
ignation. Keiser said that the pe-
tition still has to go through the 
Washington, D.C., headquarters 
for a fi nal review. 

Councilman Bob Sutton said 
about the designation “I continue 
to believe it’s a mistake,” that will 
create a district giving the federal 
government oversight. Sutton 
asked if the town could send a let-
ter to the EPA noting that the town 
does not favor selection as a sole 
source aquifer district.

Councilman Kelly echoed Sut-
ton’s comments saying it is “a bad 
mistake,” to allow a federal agen-
cy to have oversight in town.

The matter will be on the agen-
da at the Aug. 25 council meet-
ing.

In other business, the Town 
Council:

• Accepted the resignation 
of Harbor Commissioner Terry 
Jones, who will leave the post to 
move to Massachusetts in Sep-
tember.

• Voted 5 to 0 to support a de-
cision made by the Harbor Man-
agement Commission to deny a 
mooring to John Sahagian. Al-
though there is room to accommo-
date Sahagian’s request, the HMC 
denied the application because of 
ambiguous language in the Coastal 
Resource Management Council’s 
ordinances about whether ripar-
ian moorings should be counted 
when adding non-riparian moor-
ings in an area. The HMC felt 
that granting Sahagian’s permit 
would trigger a CRMC violation 
that could affect some 100 moor-
ings in similar situations. Council 
President Julio DiGiando said that 
the town should “put some pres-
sure on CRMC” to get a ruling “so 
we can move forward.”

Phone 847-1144 • Fax 847-4559
285 East Main Rd., Middletown

NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am-8 pm

Fri. & Sat. 7:30 am-6 pm

www.toyotaofnewport.com                        e-mail: sales@toyotaofnewport.com

LUBE, OIL & FILTER – $24.95
For Toyota only (with this ad)

While you wait! Regular Price $27.95
Only at Toyota of Newport.

If You Purchase Your 

Vehicle From Us 

You’ll Receive 

LOANER CARS

When In For Service

NO CHARGE!

We’ll Even Pick UpYour Vehicle ForService & Leave You A Loaner VehicleNO CHARGE!
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Don’t let these tokens keep you from the 
best deal on a new or used Toyota.

We supply the tokens every time you visit us!

14 Narragansett Ave
423-1490

Outdoor Patio & Tiki Bar
Indoor A/C Bar & Lounge

Island Oasis frozen Pina Coladas, 
Margaritas & Mudslides

GREAT MENU ITEMS
Peel & Eat Shrimp

Jerk Spiced Chicken Wings
Baja Fish Tacos w/ Corn Salsa
Maryland Lump Crab Cakes
Key West Cuban Sandwiches
Mango Habanero BBQ Ribs

Mexican Paella w/ Saffron Risotto
Polynesian Stir Fry w/ Jasmine Rice

Authentic Key Lime Pie

Experience the ambience and flavors of 
“Margaritaville” without leaving this island

Lunch & Dinner
  Tuesday - Sunday
Closed Mondays

SKATEFEST!

Featured in 2008 Yankee Magazine 
Summer Travel Guide

Summer Hours
Friday & Saturday • 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - Thursday • 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown • 423-3077

Get ready for the biggest 
event of the summer!

SkateFest 2008
will be held on Friday, Aug. 8, 

from Noon to 6 p.m.
Proceeds to benefit the 
Jamestown Teen Center.

FLIP FLOP PENDANT
Xs and Os trim the straps on this summer 
classic. Sterling Silver or 14k gold on 18” 
chain.

J.H. Breakell & Co.
N E W P O RT,  R H O D E  I S L A N D

128 SPRING SREET, NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 02840 | WWW.BREAKELL.COM | 401.849.0195
OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY 9-5, SUNDAYS 12-5

1”

Exquisite handcrafted 14K and Sterling Silver Jewelry

5 Narragansett Avenue
423-2722

Flashlights • Batteries
Small Generators
Lamp Oil & Wicks
Candles • Coolers
Plywood • Rope

Garbage Bags
Screws & Nails

Propane • Charcoal
Duct Tape • Chainsaws
Manual Can Openers

Plastic Tarps

Fail to Prepare, Prepare to Fail!

Stock up on Storm Supplies Ahead of Time

Advertise in the Jamestown Press and your display ad 
automatically appears online at JamestownPress.com

Include your Web site in your ad and a link will be provided!

Where in the World 
is the Jamestown Press?
Robert Goode took the Press with him on a visit to his grand-
parents who live in Wahoo, Nebraska.


