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Not long ago we talked about 
how our parents put the old,  “I 
hope your children are just like 
you,” curse on us, and it sure 
enough happened. Then we put it 
on our children, and they will put 
it on theirs, and so on and so forth, 
and the old chestnut will be passed 
on through the ages.

However, thanks to modern 
technology, we can be assured of 
getting revenge on our offspring 
and other people who deserve to 
be punished for making our lives 
miserable at one time or another.

My son, Roman, has a beauti-
ful 2 year-old daughter who loves 
to give kisses to those she loves. 
She is just precious—the light of 
my life. He is a computer geek. He 
owns the most tricked out room 
of high-tech computer gear I have 
ever seen. Believe me, NASA has 
nothing compared to him.

Since he lives some distance 
away, his latest and greatest com-
puter magic allows me to visit my 
grandkids via a computer cam. He 
has a huge display (that’s geek talk 
for computer screen) as well as 
surround sound on his home com-
puter lab/entertainment center.

Every day or so, I sit in front of 
my computer, computer cam at the 
ready, and I call him on his com-
puter. It rings just like a telephone 
and a dialogue box on the screen 
prompts him to click on “answer.” 
It is totally idiot proof. Anyway, 
when he answers, my image comes 
on his massive 36-inch display and 
I am at least as big as life. With the 
surround sound, you would think I 
was in the room. This just delights 
Kiana, my granddaughter.

As soon as Kiana sees her 
granddad on the screen, like all 
affectionate toddlers, she wants 
to give him a kiss. Sounds pretty 
standard, don’t you think? Now 
let’s not forget the most fundamen-

tal rule in the “Baby Rules Hand-
book.” Never kiss an adult unless 
you have jam or something really 
gooey on your face. Children in-
herently know this rule.

How many times has that hap-
pened to you with your own chil-
dren or someone else’s gooey 
child? It’s disgusting. However, 
it is not disgusting when they kiss 
you via a computer cam. At least 
it’s not disgusting for the person 
receiving the kiss.

Whenever I call Roman, and 
Kiana is in the vicinity, which is all 
the time, the fi rst thing I do is put 
my big mug up close to the camera 
so my face fi lls the screen, and I 
say, “Hi, sweetheart. Do you have 
a kiss for your granddad?” And ev-
ery time, little Kiana immediately 
puts her jam-covered lips right on 
his $3,000 computer screen as she 
gives me a big, gooey, wet smack-
eroo right on the lips.

While she’s telling me how 
much she loves her granddad, 
Roman can be heard in the back-
ground: “No! Dad! No! Please! Not 
on my screen! AAARRRGGGH-
HH!” Ooops! Too late.

Darn . . . we did it again. I don’t 
know why he always forgets. Heh-
heh. I remember my dear son when 
he was two. I don’t think I ever 
touched that kid when he wasn’t 
gooey, slimy, or sticky.

“Oh, I’m sorry, son. I forgot,” 
I say innocently. Then I give him 
my most devious smile. He knows, 
and he knows I know he knows. 

Granddad is not senile yet. Re-
venge is sweet, oh so very sweet. 
Don’tcha just love the double en-
tendre?

This wonderful vengeful tech-
nique works in a variety of scenar-
ios. Many people have computer 
cams. It is a cheap and entertain-
ing way to visit your friends and 
relatives, especially if they live far 
away. If you know someone with 
a computer cam who owns a dog, 
that can be fun, too.

You know the person who owns 
the dog of which I speak. We all 
know at least one. The dog that ei-
ther shows his affection by jump-
ing on your leg, putting a muddy 
paw on your freshly cleaned suit, 
or slobbering all over your shiny 
shoes. Or worse, your bare feet.

If you know one of these people 
and they happen to own a comput-
er cam, just remember this: Dog 
owners love to show off their pets. 
So, when you call this insensitive 
mutt owner, make sure to have a 
dog biscuit or a treat of some kind 
handy.

Just say, “How’s your dog?” 
when he answers, and I assure 
you, that proud pooch parent will 
call the mutt over to the screen so 
he can show him off. 

You, of course, will be pre-
pared, and you will say, “Want a 
biscuit?” and hold it right up close 
to the camera. The dog treat will 
be gigantic on his screen. And be-
cause dogs are generally ultra stu-
pid, it will jump up and try to grab 
said biscuit with his giant-sized, 
slobbery, wet tongue—all over the 
computer screen.

Heh-heh. And who ever said re-
venge isn’t sweet? Now use your 
imagination. This technique is too 
good to pass up. 

Ya gotta have a little fun once 
in awhile when you live in a sys-
tem you can’t understand.

When revenge is sweet, it can really be funny

By Sam Bari

You can’t 
beat a 
system 
you can’t 
understand

10 years ago
From the Jamestown Press, July 30, 1998

The ban on all outdoor residential uses of munici-
pal water was lifted Monday when the height of the 
water level in the storage tower on Howland Avenue 

went beyond 85 feet.
Still more delays was the upshot of a July 24 meet-

ing attended by federal, state and local offi cials con-
cerning the status of the Southwest Avenue road con-
struction project.
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LAST CHANCE TO 
SEE THE HOTTEST 
TICKET IN TOWN!

For tickets call (401) 782-TKTS (8587). 
Or visit us online!

SEASON 
SPONSOR

www.theatrebythesea.com

Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s blockbuster 
hit — winner of 
seven Tony Awards

MUST CLOSE
AUGUST 3

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

THE PRODUCERS
12-time Tony Award-winning sensation

August 6–31

Tickets on sale now for

20-70% Off *

* Selected Items

ANNUAL
SUMMER SALE!

9 am to 10 pm Monday thru Saturday  •  12 to 6 pm Sunday
23 Connell Highway, Newport • 848-9200

www.bridgeliquors.com

Buy 3 bottles of wine
and get a 10% discount!

GREAT PRICES!
Free Delivery • Quantity Discounts

Goslings Rum 1.75l....................$2799

‘Seaworthy Fare’
Open For Lunch 
& Dinner 7 Days

40 Narragansett Avenue
423-1020

Fresh Local Seafood
Great Salads • Gourmet Pastas

Daily Lunch Specials
Prime Rib FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

Air Conditioned!

Florist & Garden Center

Open Daily
10 am to 6 pm

Jazz Up
your porch!
Fabulous
Hanging
Baskets

Fax Services available 
at the Jamestown Press

Team members needed to visit Russia
The Rotary Club of Jamestown is currently seeking applications 

for team members for a Group Study Exchange to Western Russia. 
The program provides a unique educational and cultural oppor-

tunity for young professionals between the ages of 25 and 40 to 
travel in the host country in a four-week program that will introduce 
the visiting team to the history, business, industry, government, ed-
ucation and culture in the country. 

Rotary District 2220 includes principle cities such as Moscow 
and St. Petersburg. The visit will take place from March 28 to April 
25, 2009. Interested people should contact Stephen Mecca at the 
Jamestown Rotary Club at smecca@providence.edu or call 423-
3342 for information and an application.

All expenses except for personal items are paid for by the Rotary 
Foundation and the District 7950 GSE Program. Applications for 
team members are due at the Jamestown Rotary Club by Oct. 9.


