Julio DiGiando, father, teacher, and civic leader

By Sam Bari

Julio J. DiGiando has lived in
Jamestown for more than three de-
cades. He bought property, built a
house with his father, and raised a
family here. He has played an im-
portant role in community affairs,
sitting on various committees, com-
missions and boards since the early
1990s and last year was voted Town
Council president.

Besides being a responsible,
civic-minded citizen, DiGiando has
dedicated his life to education. He
has been a teacher since graduating
from Bates College in 1970.

“I do it for our children,” DiGi-
ando said. “I think it’s important to
assure them a better life in a better
world when we’re gone.” He has
stood behind his convictions all his
life by always finding time for his
children and by his involvement
with the community on every level.
In addition to volunteering for pub-
lic office and teaching, he was past
president of the soccer association,
and spent two years as commodore
of the Jamestown Yacht Club.

“If nothing else, I taught my
son, Nick, how to play soccer and
ski, and my daughter, Dana, how to
sail,” he said.

Nick, 30, now owns his own
company, Atlantic Landscaping, and
Dana, 27, a Portsmouth Abby gradu-
ate, attended college in Europe, and
works for Harken Yacht Fittings in
Newport.

“My father came to the United
States from Italy when he was 6
years old,” DiGiando said. “I think
it was in 1925. He probably came
through Ellis Island. He built air-
planes during W.W. II, then moved
to West Virginia where he met my
mother working on a farm. They
married and moved to Wellesley,
Mass. in 1946, where 1 was born
and raised with a younger sister and
brother,” DiGiando said.

His father worked in the con-
struction business with his brother
and cousin, and started his own con-
struction company in 1960 while
DiGiando was in school.

A high school and college friend
introduced DiGiando to one of his
favorite pastimes —sailing. “On my
first voyage we sailed from Plym-
outh to Provincetown and from P-
town to Falmouth,” DiGiando said.
“That hooked me. I’ve been sailing
ever since.

He still owns the first boat he ever
bought, a 14-foot Sturdy Skiff that
sits in his driveway. He also owns a
28-foot Sabre sailboat that he races
on Tuesday nights.

After earning degrees in history
and social studies from Bates Col-
lege in Maine in 1970, DiGiando
got a Rhode Island special education
certificate and taught for 30 years in
Warwick. He earned a masters de-
gree in special education in 1975
from Rhode Island College.

DiGiando bought a double lot in
Jamestown in 1975. He and his fa-
ther built a house on one of the lots
and DiGiando has lived there since.
He married and raised his family
in the house, adding rooms as each
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child was born. A few years ago, he
bought the adjacent lot at the back of
his property. “T’ll leave it all to my
kids,” he said.

He served on the school commit-
tee starting in the early 90s, followed
by a stint with the harbor commis-
sion for two years. DiGiando was
elected to the Town Council in 2002
and served as a councilman for three
terms. He was then elected president
of the council in 2007, a post he will
hold for two years.

DiGiando retired from full-time
teaching in 2001, but he still works
part time as an algebra and trigo-
nometry teacher at New England
Tech. When he isn’t teaching, serv-
ing the town, or sailing, he spends
time with his girlfriend, Jan DeMeo,

a librarian in Wayland, Mass. They
met in college, lost touch over the
years, and reconnected at a 1999
class reunion.

As if he wasn’t busy enough with
civic duties and meeting the de-
mands of an otherwise full schedule,
DiGiando finds time to raise a gar-
den. In addition to vegetables, his fig
and pear tree manage to produce an
abundant annual yield. Sometimes
he sits on his back porch where he
strums his guitar, and encourages
the tomatoes and eggplants to grow.

DiGiando always has time to
lend a helping hand.

He lives with his cats, Zoe and
Legend, on Clarke Street, in the
house he built with his father.

Annuals
Grasses
Butterfly Bushes |
Junipers

BayScape

Nursery & Landscaping

d Helpful, Friendly
Personal Service
Gift Certificates

Available

Shop Local!

annuals ~ perennials ~ shrubs ~ trees ~ compost ~ loam

2485 Boston Neck Rd. ~ South of Casey Farm
Mulch Delivery ~ 295-4244 ~ Open Daily

MACADAM PAVING
TAR & CHIP

100% Recyclable Materials Used Since 1971
AVAILABLE IN: BLUE, TAN & BLUSH

Featured on

“THIS OLD HOUSE”

401-568-1500

Call for addresses for viewing!
awseney ' WWW.1arrytorti.com

Rl Lic. #4888

\

Summer Music
in Jamestown

at East Ferry Memorial Square
DMISSION FRE

Greg Abate
6:30 p.m. Sunday, August 10

Presented by
Integrated Management Solutions
& Mary Meagher Design
The concert will be cancelled should rain occur.

\

The Jamestown Press | Augst 7,2008 / Page 19

ND ENERGY, CO.

We are the ONLY oil company in the area to offer

BIOHEAT & BIODIESEL
423-2221 - islandenergy2®@aol.com

We will fill your diesel powered vehicles!!
Visa « Mastercard « Payment due at Delivery « Amex « Discover

Delivered to every Island home and on the World Wide Web.
Put the Jamestown Press to work for you.
Call 423-3200 to advertise

|WE DIG JAMESTOWN!! |

Wells, Pumps & Filters
Installed & Repaired
Hydro-fracking
New & Existing Water Systems

For details on increasing the yeild of your well

Call 423-WATE
(9283)

iwell WO rks Servicing All Water Needs
1

License #
WD/PI-57

I\j

(J/(t[[ & ,7‘[[[7‘ 50117,

TILE SHOWROOM

“Boston’s high end look without the drive.”
42 Ladd Street (1st Floor)

= Located at waterfront end of Division St.
East Greenwich

98-1035

Mon-Fri. 7:30-5:00pm
Thurs ‘il 8:00pm
Sat 8-2pm L

No need to leave the island! Color Copies available while you wait!
The Jamestown Press e 42 Narragansett Ave.

Expert Bra Qittings

Sizes AA-K

Deborah Vinthrop Lingere

We’ve Moved

and Expanded Our Inventory!

Visit us at our NEW LOCATION 103 Clock Tower Square
(Rt. 114 - West Main Rd.) Portsmouth, RI

401-682-2272
M-F 10-6 Sat. 10-5 Sun. 12-4
www.DeborahWinthrop.com

Moorings * Indoor & Outdoor Storage
Convenient, Free Parking « Boat Ramp
Wooden Boat Restoration
Repairs & Maintenance * Floating Dock
Professional Welder on Site * Marine Railway

Family Owned and Operated

Fifth Generation of
Skilled Craftsmen

Call 423-DOCK (36
110 Racquet Road ¢ P.O. Box 384 ¢ Jamestown
clarkboatyard@gmail.com; www.clarkboatyard.com




