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By Eileen M. Daly
Last Wednesday’s Forum on 

Teen Drinking, hosted by the Teen 
Center, conveyed a clear message: 
underage drinking is never okay. 

The panelists included Robin 
Monica, mother of Jeff Monica 
who died in a 2003 car accident 
while under the infl uence of alco-
hol, Offi cer Mark Esposito from 
the Jamestown Police Department, 
State Rep. Bruce Long, and Glenn 
Miller from the Rhode Island Em-
ployee Assistance Program. 

The forum was sponsored by the 
Jamestown Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Jamestown Teen 
Center, the Jamestown Police De-
partment and Representative Bruce 
Long. Bill Piva, director of parks 
and recreation, served as host.

Robin Monica opened the forum 
with her poignant story of loss. On 
May 29, 2003, her 19-year-old son 
Jeff was tragically killed when the 
car he was driving hit a telephone 
pole at a high rate of speed. Af-
ter the accident Monica said she 
learned that her son had “had a few 
beers while watching a movie with 
friends.” 

The combination of alcohol and 
speed was a lethal one, Monica 
said, and one they never imagined 
would happen to them. “We always 
told our son that never, under any 
circumstances, was he to drink and 
drive or get in the car with someone 
who had been drinking,” she said, 
“I wish we had emphasized not 
drinking while underage at all.”     

Offi cer Mark Esposito pro-
vided some comparative statistics. 
Last year in Jamestown there were 
fi ve underage DUI arrests and 10 
underage possession arrests while 
this year there have been eight un-
derage DUI arrests and 13 under-
age possession arrests to date, he 
said.

Offi cer Esposito pointed to in-
creased awareness as a possible 
factor in the rising number of ar-
rests. Although law enforcement 
can play a role in preventing under-
age drinking and offi cers can help 
to prevent tragedies by arresting 

or holding underage drinkers until 
their parents pick them up, the fi rst 
line of defense lies with the par-
ents, he said. 

State Rep. Bruce Long (R-
Jamestown, Middletown) echoed 
these comments. “The attitudes of 
parents have to change,” he said. 
“We can no longer afford to have 
a culture of acceptance.” Long 
added that though the legislative 
process is a slow one, progress is 
being made. 

Long said recent legislation that 
provides for a mandatory loss of 
license for a period of 30 days for 
underage drinking was a step in the 
right direction.

Glenn Miller, director of Rhode 
Island Employee Assistance, talked 
at length about the challenges that 
families face while raising teenag-
ers. “It is often a time of sadness,” 
he said. 

“Children are becoming more 
independent, limits are being test-
ed and parents may feel pressured 
to just give up and give in,” Miller 
said. “It is vitally important, how-
ever, that parents not give in to this 
pressure.” 

Numerous research studies in-

dicate that parental attitudes play 
a signifi cant role in whether or not 
children develop later problems 
with alcohol, Miller said. “Chil-
dren who drink before the age of 
15 face a signifi cantly increased 
risk of developing alcohol and/or 
drug problems later on,” he said, 
“While those that do not drink until 
they are 21 or older show an almost 
non-existent risk of having later 
substance abuse problems.” 

Parents need to give themselves 
permission to be parents, Miller 
said. There is no safe form of al-
cohol and the message to children 
needs to be clear and specifi c ac-
cording to Miller. Parents should 
tell their children, “I love you and 
it will never be okay with me for 
you to drink while you are under-
age,” he said.

Audience members included 
Laura Hosley, coordinator of the 
Jamestown Substance Abuse Pre-
vention Task Force, task force 
member Melissa Mastrostefano 
and Councilwoman Barbara Sz-
epatowski, along with concerned 
parents and residents. Many young 
people, under 21, also attended the 
discussion. 

Underage drinking is never okay

Glenn Miller talks to parents and teens about the effects of 
exposure to alcohol during the teen years. Miller was one of five 
speakers at the Teen Drinking Forum held on July 29.
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If you can get by the non-stop 
profanity, the HBO series Dead-
wood is quite Shakespearean.  
Great characters and story lines.

•••
And brilliantly acted.  Some of 
the most vividly portrayed vil-
lains and heroes since the old 
PBS Poldark series.

•••
Laugh-out-loud throw-away lines 
abound, such as tough boss 
Al Swearengen telling minion 
Johnny to “shut his flap”, mean-
ing not his mouth but the back of 
his long-johns.

•••
With lots of history lessons 
imparted along the way:  the 
true story of the settlement the 
American west, with all the 
sordid details.  Details left out 
of the sanitized version of our 
history taught to most American 
school children in the Twentieth 
century.

Featured in 2008 Yankee Magazine 
Summer Travel Guide
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Jamestown’s Favorite Locally-Owned, Hometown Liquor Store

WINE SPECIALS
MERIDIAN CHARDONNAY 750ml 2 for $18

BAREFOOT WINES 1.5ltr Mix ‘n Match 2 for $20

SPIRITS SPECIALS
CAPTAIN MORGAN SPICED RUM 1.75ltr $28.75
ABSOLUT VODKA ALL FLAVORS 750ml $19.25

BEER SPECIALS
MILLER LITE 12 PACK CANS $9.75

BUD OR BUD LIGHT 30 PACK CANS $20.75

“Don't forget 
the 

Salsa”
TO GO!

by Ann Deffley of Jamestown
- The Traveling Gourmet

FRESH
ENTREES 
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THE JAMESTOWN PIN
Our Island home rendered with pride and 
affection by James Breakell. Wear it on a 
jacket, dress or your favorite baseball cap.

J.H. Breakell & Co.
N E W P O RT,  R H O D E  I S L A N D

128 SPRING SREET, NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 02840 | WWW.BREAKELL.COM | 401.849.0195
OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY 9-5, SUNDAYS 12-5

11/2”
High

Exquisite handcrafted 14K and Sterling Silver Jewelry

Florist & Garden Center

Open Daily •10 am to 6 pm

SUNFLOWER
CONTEST

August 30th

Select Annual Packs
Only $100

for Sidewalk Sale
on August 13th!

Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?
With Mount Rainier in the background, Liz, left, and Nicole 
Perez took the Press to Seattle, Wash. to visit friends. 


